
UNESCO, the United Nations Education Science and Cultural Organization, opened the office in 
Almaty, in December 1994.   Since that time the office has been conducting activities throughout 
the Central Asian Region.   UNESCO, as per its mandate, engages in a wide range of activities, 
some of which are better known of than others.  UNESCO works with governments, national and 
international partners towards attaining its goals.   The primary goals are to provide policy 
guidance, technical assistance and advisory services to Central Asian countries in the areas of 
competence of ED and CII sectors.  UNESCO Cluster Office, Almaty also has the responsibility 
for provision of technical support, policy formulation and operational action in our host country 
and in all areas of competence of the organization, as part its contribution to sustainable human 
development in Kazakhstan.    

Jorge Sequeira, the Head of Office and Regional Education Advisor, took up his post in 
December 1998.  Mr. Sequeira moved to Almaty from UNESCO PROAP Office, in Bangkok.  
Since his arrival to the region UNESCO has taken a lead role in promoting Education for All in 
Kazakhstan and throughout the region: Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Mongolia.   Other projects that UNESCO Cluster Office has 
been responsible for providing services and support to activities including: promotion of 
integrated early childhood education, inclusive education for children with special needs, 
promotion of science and technology education, HIV/AIDS awareness, awareness raising on 
freedom of expression, and democratization of media.  
 
Some of the activities that, albeit very interesting, are not that well known, a few examples of 
activities that are perhaps not that well known include the Preservation and Restoration of Otrar, 
Heritage Net, and implementation of the recommendations of the World Conference on Science.   
 
The UNESCO Preservation and Restoration of Otrar project is financed by the Japanese Trust 
Fund for the Preservation of World Cultural Heritage.  The Otrar Oasis towns were first 
excavated in 1969.  At that time excavations revealed spectacular mud-brick remains, including a 
palace, mosques, a bathhouse and kilns.  The Otrar a region flourished from the 1st-15th Century 
A.D., thus by studying the remains a great deal can be learned of the complex history of the 
region.  However, as a result of excavation the mud-brick structures have been exposed to a 
number of elements that have begun to cause erosion and deterioration of the site. And timely 
preservation of the site has become essential. Due to a number of factors including severe 
climate, ranging from 40 degrees C to –20 degrees C, erosion occurs quickly, and techniques that 
have been successfully used to preserve mud-structures in other regions have failed in Otrar.   
 
Taking into account the climatic conditions, fieldwork can only be conducted in spring and 
autumn.  The task of undertaking the work has been mandated to two international experts.  The 
experts carry out scientific documentation, research and are responsible for working with Kazakh 
experts in archeology and conservation.  
 
The project began in 2001 and is scheduled to be completed by 2004.  The goal of the project is 
to carry out emergency conservation work and preserve the ancient ruins of Otrar.  In addition 
the project aims to develop national and regional capacities in conservation of mud - brick 
architecture and earth structures in the region; to develop technical materials, such as a 
publication of historical materials, on the site to be used in similar projects elsewhere; to ensure 
sustainability of management, preservation and conservation of site.  UNESCO does not work in 
isolation, but works closely with the Ministry of Science and Higher Education; the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism; the Institute of Archeology; Institute for Scientific Research and Planning 
on Monuments of Material Culture; and the Otrar Conservation Authority to succeed in 
preserving the site.  
 



HeritageNet is a telecommunication network for a virtual museum of historical, cultural and 
natural heritage for Central Asian countries.  The project aims to assist in the development of 
cultural tourism, publishing, and CD-ROM production.  Central Asian museums and art galleries 
are newcomers to the world of telematics.  As a result of Central Asia’s relatively remote 
location, there is a dearth of information available on the ancient region.  However, since 
independence in 1991 there has been an increasing interest in customs, traditions and cultures of 
Central Asia.  Although the presentation of cultural information in electronic format is not yet 
well developed in Central Asia,  one the know-how and technology has been acquired, it will be 
one of the most sought after telematics commodities from Central Asia.   HeritageNet aims to be 
an electronic embodiment of the ancient Silk Roads.  Within the framework of the project, 
scientific and research institutes, museums, galleries, libraries, universities,  and the business 
community are invited to develop professional exchanges and raise their visibility on the 
Internet.  Cultural institutions are assisted in digitizing and presenting images and written 
materials on the internet.   
 
Implementing partners in Kazakhstan include the Central State Museum; the Institute of 
Archeology; the State Art Museum; and the Museum of Archeology.  
 
 
On the basis of the recommendations of the World Conference on Science (WCS), UNESCO 
Cluster Office Almaty activities aim to stimulate debate and reflection on science policy in 
Central Asia by organising a series of national roundtables/seminars, which bring together 
decision-makers and scientists with expertise from UNESCO. 
 
In September 2001 the State Agency of Science and Intellectual Property under the Government 
of the Kyrgyz Republic (Kyrgyzpatent) and the Kazakhstan National Academy of Sciences have 
conducted their 1st national seminars to operationalise the recommendations of the WCS in 
Bishkek and Almaty, respectively. That ones brought together at least 50 decision-makers and 
scientists from different regions of Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan to discuss and formulate science 
and technology policies and to formulate a national plans of action, which are summarised the 
results of the national seminars and guide future development. Subsequently, the Academy of 
Science of Tajikistan will follow suit in late October. 
 
The science profiles on state of science both in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan containing available 
statistic data have been presented during the national seminars accordingly. 
 
To improve access to scientific and technological information and encourage twinning 
arrangements and information exchange with research institutions outside Central Asia a national 
roundtable will be organized on 5 October 2001 upon request of UNESCO, Almaty. In addition 
to national policymakers and scientists, local representatives of the donor community 
are also invited to participate in the deliberations. 
 
Science in Kazakhstan Website prototype, which presents scientific and technological research 
information and institutions in Kazakhstan will be presented in above meeting. This prototype 
constitutes the beginning of a collaborative network of institutions, using an approach similar to 
a virtual clearinghouse for exchanges of scientific and technological information. 
 
The UNESCO Resource Centre has recently opened its doors to scientists, educators, students 
and general public in the premises of the Kazakhstan National Academy of Sciences. Visitors 
have access to UNESCO publications along with a wide range of materials, posters, CD-ROMS 
and booklets produced within the framework of UNESCO activities and projects. Special 



attention is also devoted to grant opportunities for scientists, researchers and educators offered 
by other international organisations and foundations.  Internet connection is also available. 
 
For more information on the above activities, and additional UNESCO activities in Kazakhstan 
contact the UNESCO Cluster Office Almaty, or see our website: http://www.unesco.kz/  


