
 
 

Mission Statement 
To provide policy guidance, technical assistance and advisory services to Central Asian and trans-Caucasus countries mainly in the 
areas of competence of ED and CI sectors.  As UNESCO Office in Kazakhstan, UNESCO Almaty also has the responsibility for the 

provision of technical support, policy formulation and operational action in our host country, and in all areas of competence of the 
Organisation, as part of UNESCO's contribution to sustainable human development in Kazakhstan. 
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TURKESTAN 1500TH CELEBRATION: 
WORTH THE WAIT  

n October, Kazakhstan celebrated the Turkestan Jubilee 
marking the 1500th anniversary of the City of 

Turkestan. UNESCO Almaty worked closely with the 
Kazakh National Commission and the Government of 
Kazakhstan to mark this important event. UNESCO Almaty 
is also actively promoting the inclusion of the Hodja 
Akhmed Yassavi Mausoleum in the World Heritage List. 
 Two aspects of UNESCO’s involvement in the Jubilee 
were the Village of Craftsmen and the Turkestan Arbat 
(an open pedestrian street gallery of arts and crafts).  
 Along the Arbat was a children’s competition of 
paintings, stories and poetry called “My Turkestan”. The 
competition was between children from the Shymkent 
region and showed their impressions of Turkestan.  
 Nine artists from Almaty participated in the street 
exhibit. Their subjects ranged from realistic drawings of 
the mausoleum 
and landscapes, 
to abstract 
works. Their 
work shared an 
evident invest-
igation into 
Kazakh tradition 
and a creative 
discovery of the 
ancient land of 
Turkestan. The 
public was visibly impressed and pleased by the wide 
array of artwork. 

 The Village of Craftsmen represented a variety of craft 
traditions with children’s and masters’ displays and an 
additional exhibit of traditional crafts from museums. The 
masters were from Almaty and Shymkent and presented 
jewellery, textiles, pottery and woodwork. The children’s 
display was by a Kazakh school from Shymkent called 
“Shapagat”. The museum exhibit held objects from the 
Central State Museum and Southern Kazakhstan Area 
Museum in Shymkent.  
 Additionally, eight yurts were set up close to the 
mausoleum in the area called the “Khan’s Courtyard”. In 
former times, 
the Khan 
would have 
stayed in this 
location during 
large 
gatherings of 
people from 
afar. All the 
yurts were 
located in a 
semi-circle 
with the Kazakh and UNESCO flags hoisted in the centre. 
In one of the yurts was a UNESCO exhibit.  
 Many people travelled considerable distances to reach 
Turkestan specially for this event. In addition to people 
from Almaty, Shymkent and Astana, there were Kazakh 
diaspora present from Uzbekistan. The Director of the 
Division on Intercultural Dialogue, Mr. D. D. Diene, 
represented the UNESCO Director-General. Mr. Diene was 
very well received by officials and organisers and his 
presence proved to be very popular amongst the general 
public. 
 For more information on this event, please visit the 
website at: http://www.unesco.kz/natcom/turkestan.  
 
TAJIKISTAN – TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT  
 In 1999, Tajikistan’s Ministry of Education made an 
application to the OPEC Fund to support their national 
textbook development. At the beginning of 2000, the 
OPEC Fund agreed to fund the project in conjunction with 
the Tajik Government. Shortly afterwards, the Tajik 
Government requested UNESCO Almaty’s technical 
assistance towards implementing the loan package. 
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 Under the terms of the agreement, which is for the 
amount of of US$2.2m, UNESCO Almaty will advise the 
Ministry of Education on equipment for printing houses, 
conduct training workshops and organise study tours. 
 Mr. Safarali Radjabov, the Minister of Education, 
expressed his gratitude to UNESCO Almaty at an official 
meeting on October 26, 2000. “I am very pleased to 
continue to work with UNESCO. In general, UNESCO has 
done much in Tajikistan, but this project in particular, 
which comes at a crucial point for us as a newly 
independent country, is especially important.” 
 

OSH 3000 – A CELEBRATION TO 
REMEMBER 

sh 3000 was an international event celebrating the 
3000th anniversary of the founding of the City of Osh. 

Official representations from many countries were among 
those in attendance. 
 Part of the celebration’s focus was directed to the 
natural monument, Sulaiman-Too, at the centre of Osh. 
This mountain is considered by many to be a sacred place 
of historical significance. Settlements at the base of 
Sulaiman-Too are dated as far back as the Stone Age. 
UNESCO has supported archaeological excavations at 
Osh.  
 Representing the UNESCO Director-General, Jorge 
Sequeira, Head of Office of UNESCO Almaty, attended the 
celebrations in Kyrgyzstan.  
 

HERITAGENET IN CENTRAL ASIA: A 
CULTURAL GOLDMINE 

eritageNet is an electronic network among the 
historical, cultural and heritage institutions of the 

Central Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan). 
 Started back in 1998 by UNESCO Almaty, the Institute 
of Archaeology of the Ministry of Education and Science 
of Kazakhstan, and the Central State Museum of 
Kazakhstan, HeritageNet is intended to promote the 
culture and art of Central Asia within the region as well as 
abroad through the establishment of virtual museums.  
 During Soviet times, little information on the cultural 
richness of Central Asia has been made available to the 
outside world. Since the break-up of the USSR in 1991 
and the ensuing independence, there  has been a 
renewed interest in the customs, traditions and culture of 
Central Asia. HeritageNet is intended to answer this call 
and to foster tourism and attract interest from other 
regions of the world.  
 It can now be accessed on the world wide web at: 
http://www.unesco.iatp.kz/heritagenet.  

KAZAKHSTAN – TELEINVIVO CONNECTS 
PATIENTS WITH DOCTORS 

he TeleInViVo project’s objective is to make 
transportable telemedicine workstations available in 

isolated areas such as remote parts of Central Asia. Via 
the Internet, a phone line and a satellite connection, 
these workstations are used by doctors in remote areas 
to scan a patient and to have the patient’s image 
transmitted by 3D ultrasound data to a distant expert. 
 One of TeleInViVo’s accomplishments to date is its 
first prize from the European Commission which was 
granted earlier this year. The award is organised by the 
European Council of Applied Sciences and Engineering 
(Euro-CASE), with sponsorship and support from the 
Information Society Technologies Programme of the 
European Commission. Over 200 projects from 26 
countries were submitted this year for this competition.  
 See http://www.it-prize.org for more details.  
 

KYRGYZSTAN – MEMORY OF THE WORLD 
SAIMALY TASH EXPEDITION 

Saimaly Tash in Kyrgyz means “patterned stone” and is 
the name of a secluded valley in the Ferghana Range of 
the Tian Shan Mountains. In this upland valley are 
thousands of 
images 
engraved on the 
blackened rock 
slabs that lie on 
the edge of an 
ancient moraine.  
These rock 
carvings of 
animals, 
chariots, and 
sun-shaman 
images are among the oldest and largest collections of 
rock art found in Central Asia. 
 The earliest petroglyphs of Saimaly Tash are dated as 
far back as the third millennium BC. Most of them were 
made in the Bronze Age (18th to 8th century BC) and the 
Iron Age (7th BC to 3rd AD). During the Turkic period and 
the Middle Ages, more carvings were made.  
 Unfortunately, with the arrival of modern mountain 
expeditions in the 1970s, vandals have destroyed some of 
these images. Most of the defacement has occurred in 
the last 20 years when the biggest expeditions have 
taken place. But each year sees increasing damage to 
these historical rocks. 
 The goal of the UNESCO Almaty expeditions has been 
to record and protect these important carvings. During 
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the summer expedition of 2000, the photographic and 
digital documentation of the images continued.  A CD-
ROM and publication of the site have been produced. 
 The Saimaly Tash expedition 2000 comprised the 
research staff of the Institute of History of Kyrgyz 
Academy of Sciences led by the Head of the Archaeo-
logical Section, Kadicha Tashbaeva, a team of senior 
scientists from CNRS (Centre National de la Recherche 
Scientifique) in Paris, including archaeologist Jaques Rieu 
and topo-
grapher Guy 
Bariviera, 
representative of 
UNDP 
Kyrgyzstan 
Bruno De 
Cordier, 
photographer 
and graphic 
designer Ms.  
Georgette Ville from UNESCO HQs in Paris, Gulnara 
Kapekova from UNESCO Almaty, Yuri Peshkov, UNESCO 
Almaty culture assistant, and students from Bishkek and 
Jalal -Abad Universities. 
 
EDUCATION ACTIVITIES – AN OVERVIEW 

Education for All (EFA):  UNESCO Almaty was 
mandated to carry out the EFA 2000 exercise for Central 
Asian, trans-Caucasus countries and Mongolia. All country 
reports were submitted to the Global Dakar Conference 
that took place in April 2000. In addition, a high-level 
delegation of ministers and vice-ministers from Central 
Asia and the trans-Caucasus, funded by UNESCO Almaty, 
was able to attend both the regional conference in 
Bangkok and the Global Dakar Conference.  
 As a follow-up to Dakar, UNESCO Almaty is carrying 
out a series of national roundtables in the above-
mentioned nine countries. 
Seminar on Educational Statistics and Indicators:  
This seminar, conducted in conjunction with the UNESCO 
Institute of Statistics (UIS), was held in Almaty, June 
2000. Some 30 participants attended from Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.   
Curriculum Review and Textbook Development for 
Economies in Transition: This seminar took place in 
September 2000, in Seoul, Republic of Korea at the 
Korean Institute of Curriculum and Evaluation. 
Participants came from Central Asian and trans -Caucasus 
countries to discuss topics such as textbook management 
and curriculum development. UNESCO Almaty contributed 

two resource persons and funded five participants to this 
meeting. 
Upcoming: 
 A regional training workshop on environmental 
education will be held in March 2001, in Almaty, in 
conjunction with UNESCO HQs. 
Information, Education and Communication 
 In cooperation with UNAIDS, UNESCO Almaty actively 
implements an extra-budgetary project entitled “STDs, 
HIV/AIDs: A Regional IEC Initiative Along the Silk Roads 
of Central Asia”. Under this project, a regional news 
bulletin, “Into Focus”, is published and distributed widely 
throughout the region in Russian and English. This 
activity covers the five countries of Central Asia and the 
three trans-Caucasus countries. 
 In March 2001, UNESCO Almaty will organise a 
regional seminar on HIV/AIDS, (funded jointly by 
UNESCO, UNICEF and UNAIDS). 
 UNESCO Almaty also launched in 1999 the regional 
“Jonathan Mann HIV/AIDs International Prizes”. UNICEF, 
UNAIDS and UNESCO participate in this initiative which is 
now in its second year. The prizes are awarded for 
initiatives by NGOs, media, individuals and institutions for 
effective and innovative advocacy to combat the spread 
of HIV/AIDs. The awards will be delivered on December 
1, 2000 and this year’s winners are: 
§ Mr. Naken Kasiev, State Secretary of the Kyrgyz 

Republic 
§ Mr. Nyazmatov Bahtier, Deputy Minister of Health, 

Coordinator of the National HIV/AIDS Programme of 
Uzbekistan 

§ Kelimbetov Kairat Nematovich, Chairman of the 
Agency of Strategic Planning, Kazakhstan, and  

§ Mr. Murad Kossekov, Head of the Youth Union of 
Turkmenistan. 

 

PREVENTIVE EDUCATION CURRICULA 

NESCO Almaty received a grant of $20,000 to assess 
the effectiveness of preventive education curricula 

being used in each of the Central Asian republics.  
 A number of different agencies, including UNODCCP, 
UNFPA, the Know-how Fund and national NGOs, have 
developed curricula or teachers’ manuals to address 
HIV/AIDs, STIs, and tobacco, illicit drugs and alcohol 
consumption. However, difficulties have arisen regarding 
integration of curricula into the educational system.  
 As a result, there has been limited assessment of the 
impact and effect of these materials. UNESCO Almaty has 
decided to gather these various materials to evaluate 
content and message in order to assure effectiveness and 
to promote integration of content into school systems. 
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TAJIKISTAN – SECTOR ANALYSIS FOR 
PRIMARY EDUCATION 

 In August 2000, the regional office of the Islamic 
Development Bank requested UNESCO Almaty to provide 
technical assistance for a grant of $140,000 to assess and 
provide sector analysis for primary education in 
Tajikistan. Resultantly, UNESCO Almaty has prepared 
terms of reference (TOR) for international consultancy in 
the sector analysis. The Islamic Development Bank was 
satisfied with the TOR and asked UNESCO Almaty to 
execute the grant. UNESCO Almaty is now negotiating the 
timing and workplan for these consultants.  
 This assistance should lead to a loan of $10m for 
school rehabilitation programmes. The project and the 
subsequent loan are both earmarked within the overall 
EFA follow-up framework that UNESCO Almaty is 
providing Tajikistan. An inception workshop to launch the 
EFA exercise, jointly with the start of the grant’s 
activities, will be held in Dushanbe in January 2000. 
 
REGIONAL – COLLABORATING EFFORTS 
WITH ECONET 

 new UNESCO Almaty initiative is a project designed to 
unify the efforts of scientists working on the critical 

ecological problems of Central Asia. 
 Part of this project involves the creation of a Head 
Informative Centre at the Institute of Hydrogeology and 
Hydrophysics of the Ministry of Science and High 
Education of Kazakhstan, as well as regional Informative 
Centres in Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan.  
 However, linking the efforts of the individuals working 
in these locations is a system of data exchange via the 
Internet. This site will include descriptions of Central 
Asia’s ecological projects, resolutions and decisions from 
governments and public organisations, the newest 
publications from scientists and specialists, a database for 
information storage, a bibliography and a forum for 
shared knowledge and experience. The address of this 
network is: http://www.unesco.kz/econet. 
 

REGIONAL – TRAINING FOR 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

A sub-regional training course in software engineering for 
university lecturers called “UNESCO information services, 
databases and software” was organised by UNESCO 
Almaty and held in Bishkek in October.  
 Twenty-five participants attended from Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Mongolia and Uzbekistan. These officials were employees 
of museums, managers of libraries’ information 

departments, representatives of national commissions 
and officials from universities responsible for information 
services and database development. 
 The workshop was conducted by three senior trainers 
from UNESCO HQs and covered topics such as: an 
overview of UNESCO databases and information services, 
information storage and retrieval software, producing CD-
ROMs with Win ISIS and Acrobat, introduction to the 
creation of websites, and the history of the Internet. 
 

NEW STAFF @ UNESCO ALMATY 

Anna Shevtsova came to UNESCO as a volunteer in 
June working on the Turkestan Jubilee. Her 
responsibilities included creating the 
Turkestan newsletter and its website 
along with other graphic design tasks. 
The website has now been completed 
in Kazakh language and her next job is 
to create and design a website for 
Kazakhstan’s UNESCO National 
Commission. She says, “It’s been a 
genuine pleasure working with the UNESCO team.” 

Yuri Peshkov has been involved with 
the Saimaly-Tash project since June. 
He has participated as a cultural con-
sultant for UNESCO in the Turkestan 
Jubilee, the Saimaly Tash expedition as 
well as in other missions. As an 
archaeologist he also works for the 
Central State Museum of Kazakhstan.  

Ildar Yussupov joined UNESCO 
Almaty in July 2000. He has since been responsible for 
establishing and maintaining the UNESCO Almaty 
Documentation Centre, i.e. classifying all 
materials, videos and CDs, and 
computerising this information. 
Resultantly, he participated in the 
UNESCO information technology 
workshop in Bishkek, described above. “I 
try to do not only my job but also to help 
my colleagues, to establish sustainable 
relations and to be useful for the benefit of our efforts". 

Rustam Musafarov, from the 
UNESCO National Commission, has 
been designated to work with 
UNESCO Almaty as the coordinator 
on Education and Cultural projects 
being implemented in our host 
country.
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