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The Silk Roads were an interconnected web 
of routes linking the ancient societies of Asia, the 
Subcontinent, Central Asia, Western Asia and the 
Near East, and also contributed to the development 
of many of the world's great civilizations. They 
represent one of the world’s preeminent long-
distance communication networks, stretching to 
around 7,500 km but extending to in excess of 
35,000 km along specific routes. While some 
of these routes had been in use for millennia, by 
the 2nd century BC the volume of exchange had 
increased substantially, as had the long distance 
trade between East and West in high value goods, 
and the political, social and cultural impacts of 
these movements had far-reaching consequences 
upon all the societies that encountered them. The 
Silk Roads provided for the integration, exchange 
and dialogue between East and West which have 
contributed greatly to the common prosperity of 
humankind for almost 2 millennia. The whole of the 
route is more than the sum of its constituent parts.

Flourishing in particular between the 2nd century 
BC and end of the 16th century AD, this network 
of routes, started initially from Chang’an (present-
day Xi’an) and ultimately stretching from East Asia 
to the Mediterranean region in the West, and 
down into the Indian subcontinent. They facilitated 
and generated a two-way intercontinental trading 
system consisting of a dazzling array of goods. Of 
these, Chinese Silk was among the most valuable, 
but it included other materials such as precious 
metals and stones, ceramics, perfumes, ornamental 
woods, and spices. Which were traded in return for 
cotton and wool textiles, glass, wine, amber, carpets 
and the celebrated horses. This trade connected 
various civilizations, persisted over centuries and 
was sustained by a system of caravanserais, 
commercial settlements, and trade cities and forts 
along its entire route, which makes it arguably the 
longest Cultural Route in the history of humanity.

But much more than trading goods were 
transported over the network of Silk Roads. 
Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Nestorian, Christianity, 

Serial Transnational World Heritage Nomination 
of the Silk Roads

Foreword 

Dr. Feng Jing, 
World Heritage Centre, UNESCO



6 7

Zoroastrianism and Manicheanism spread via 
the Silk Roads. Scientific and technological 
developments were also diffused by these routes. For 
example, from China, paper, printing, gunpowder, 
cast iron, the crossbow, the magnetic compass, 
and porcelain were spread throughout the world, 
whilst engineering developments (particularly 
bridge building), the cultivation and working of 
cotton, tapestry weaving, calendric sciences, vine 
cultivation, as well as certain glazing and metal 
working techniques spread from Central Asia, the 
Middle East, the Mediterranean world and Western 
Europe. There was also a substantial two-way 
exchange of medical knowledge and medicines, as 
well as of what are now seen as universal fruits and 
other food crops. As such, the Silk Roads generated 
outstanding manifestations of global significance 
in the realms of economy, society, culture and the 
environment.

The routes served principally to transfer raw 
materials, foodstuffs, and luxury goods. Some 
areas had a monopoly on certain materials or 
goods: notably China, who supplied Central Asia, 
the Subcontinent, West Asia and the Mediterranean 
world with silk. Many of the high value trade goods 
were transported over vast distances – by pack 
animals and river craft – and probably by a string 
of different merchants.

Over the last four decades, UNESCO has 
spearheaded a number of ambitious initiatives aimed 
at reinforcing dialogue and research in Central 
Asia. The six-volume series entitled the History of 
Civilizations of Central Asia is a ground-breaking 
scholarly survey of the history of the region, as well 
as the cultural and scientific achievements, which 
highlights the common heritage and experience 
of the rich mosaic of peoples comprising Central 
Asia. The "Integral Study of the Silk Roads: Roads 
of Dialogue"(1988-1997) further reinforced the 
concept of "common heritage and plural identity" 
within the region. Born out of the UNESCO Silk 
Roads project, the International Institute for the 
Central Asian Studies (IICAS) - based in Samarkand 
and co-operating closely with UNESCO since its 
establishment in 1995 - has conducted extensive 
studies and research on cultural exchanges on the 
Silk Roads.

In 2005, the UNESCO World Heritage 
Centre (Paris) launched the project on the Serial 
Transnational World Heritage nomination of the 
Silk Roads in Central Asia, an international cultural 
undertaking that has brought together China, 
Central Asia and 12 other Asian countries to shed a 
new light onto the people that connected East and 
West, and the importance of their shared heritage 
to all humanity, and how vital this understanding of 
cultural linkage is to our present time. 

As the Chief Coordinator of the Silk Roads 
World Heritage nomination project, I am very 
honoured and privileged to initiate and direct this 
upstream World Heritage nomination process, 
starting from August 2006. Since June 2008, 
other Asian countries have joined the process, 

and a Silk Roads Serial and Transnational World 
Heritage Nomination Coordinating Committee was 
established in May 2009 in Almaty, Kazakhstan to 
oversee the nomination process. The Coordinating 
Committee is composed of 12 Asian countries, 
including Afghanistan, China, India, Iran, Japan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, the Republic of 
Korea, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. 
The ICOMOS International Conservation Center 
– Xi’an (IICC-Xi’an) acted as Secretariat to this 
Coordinating Committee. 

The Silk Roads World Heritage nomination project 
aims mainly to use the Upstream process, in the 
framework of the 1972 World Heritage Convention, 
to address the gap of under-represented categories 
of World Heritage (Cultural/Heritage Routes) 
with regard to the implementation of the World 
Heritage Committee’s Global Strategy for a more 
representative and balanced World Heritage List, 
particularly in Central Asia.

At a time when the impact of globalization on 
the world’s cultural diversity is ever-increasingly 
felt, UNESCO bestows particular importance on 
the need to protect cultural diversity and safeguard 
the world’s tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage. UNESCO strives at an ever greater 
pace to foster respect towards all civilizations 
and continue to promote  a culture of peace. The 
modern society of the 21st century simply has no 
choice but to understand the multifaceted nature 
of “inter-culturality”. The Silk Roads have naturally 
become a great source of inspiration to one and 
all and a subject of wide ranging study, research 
and publications within UNESCO for the last four 
decades.

The Silk Roads Serial Transnational World 
Heritage Nomination project in China and Central 
Asia aims to acknowledge what we have borrowed 
from each another, while also recognizing and 
embracing that humanity embodies a mosaic of 
ethical, cultural and spiritual values. To this end, 
we must take heart from the fact that civilizations 
have thrived on peaceful intercultural exchange 
and mutual enrichment through dialogues. This 
essential quality must become an instrument of 
transformation, a forward looking approach 
required for tolerance and peace to thrive, a vehicle 
for diversity and pluralism, – consequently a means 
for furthering the foundational common good of 
humanity. The Silk Roads Serial Transnational World 
Heritage Nomination is an exemplary illustration of 
a contemporary intercultural project, where all the 
involved countries and the present day communities 
along the Silk Roads Cultural Route are central 
actors of an intercultural dialogue. 

The 1972 World Heritage Convention presents 
a unique international framework to protect 
and manage irreplaceable common heritage 
to humankind. The aim of the World Heritage 
Convention, adopted by UNESCO’s General 
Conference on 16 November 1972 in Paris, is to 
safeguard heritage of “Outstanding Universal 
Value” for future generations. For more than 
forty years, countries from all over the world 

have been working in a spirit of international 
cooperation towards the identification, protection 
and preservation of cultural and natural heritage 
properties of “Outstanding Universal Value”. In 
doing so, the people of each nation, the decision-
makers at regional, national and local levels, and 
more particularly local communities, have become 
aware of the tremendous wealth and diversity 
of World Heritage. The World Heritage List was 
created to identify the best of the best, to give the 
inter-linkage between culture, nature and heritage 
diversity, allowing examples to be classified to 
represent a clear distillation of the collective human 
creative genius tempered with the knowledge born 
out of humankind’s abilities to exchange and engage 
in a dialogue with other cultures and nature. The Silk 
Roads provide an excellent example of some of the 
world’s most unrepresented and hidden cultural 
treasures.  

The World Heritage List includes serial 
transnational nominations, which in fact provide 
the ideal blueprint to understand and discuss the 
rapprochement of cultures and to look at the positive 
outcomes of both past and present intercultural 
exchanges. World Heritage properties are to be 
considered for transnational nomination only when 
two or more countries national frontiers are crossed; 
therefore, the Silk Road is not only representative 
of a flourishing intercultural exchange of the past 
but it also serves as a framework for countries and 
peoples of today’s world to come together at both 
the political and local level in order to continue to 
nurture intercultural exchanges.  These routes are 
composed of tangible Heritage components of 
cultural significance born out of exchanges and 
dialogue illustrating the interaction along the route 
in space and time.

The concept for the realisation of Silk Roads 
Cultural Route was proposed as a potential theme 
for a serial and/or transnational World Heritage 
nomination in the Asia region by China and the 
Central Asian countries, as a result of the action 
plans developed from the 2003 First Cycle of 
Periodic Reporting. From August 2006 until the 
present, I have coordinated and directed a series 
of eight sub-regional and regional consultation 
meetings, workshops and studies that have all 
worked extensively to bring to fruition the serial 
transnational nomination process. The UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre, in close collaboration 
with the relevant Asian States Parties, and with the 
support of ICOMOS (one of the Advisory Bodies 
to the World Heritage Committee), has explored 
the methodological and strategic approach for the 
preparation of a serial and transnational World 
Heritage nomination of cultural heritage sites along 
the Silk Roads. 

Nelson Mandela once said that “it always seems 
impossible until it is done!” 

During its 38th session in June 2014 in Doha, 
Qatar, the World Heritage Committee will be 
examining two Silk Roads nominations submitted by 
five countries. The first nomination is  The Silk Roads: 

Initial Section and the Routes Network of Tian-shan 
Corridor, which was jointly submitted by China, 
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. The other nomination 
dossier of Penjikent-Samarkand-Poykent Corridor 
was jointly submitted by Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 

It therefore demonstrates that UNESCO renews 
its longstanding call to place culture ahead of all 
else. The great landmarks in humanity’s history 
have always been in the domain of culture. In 
fact, putting culture first means appreciating the 
specificity and richness of our respective identities, 
building on the heritage of the past and enriching 
that which we bequeath to future generations. It is 
a heritage to which all peoples, nations, continents, 
in short, all civilisations, can contribute their own 
irreplaceable values. 

Let me pay a special tribute to the vision and 
commitment of all participating Asian countries 
that pursued this complex intercultural project 
on the basis of differences in political systems, 
administrative and legal frameworks, professional 
capacity and even languages. Through this 
innovative approach of serial and transboundary 
cooperation, the Asian countries now have a 
better understanding of each other and it’s thus 
conducive to future regional and international 
cooperation sustainable development. 

UNESCO would like to warmly express its 
sincerely gratitude to all those partners that 
have supported and continue to support this 
project, in particular, thanks to the governments 
of Norway, Italy, the Netherlands and Japan for 
their financial contributions through the Funds-in-
Trust cooperation available at the World Heritage 
Centre.  Thanks also go to the Belgian Federal 
Science Policy Office (BELSPO) for their crucial 
work in the standardization of the nomination 
documentation. Last but not least, we highly 
appreciate the contributions from respective Asian 
countries such as China, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan. 

I wish you an enjoyable reading of this 
publication! 

       
   

      

Dr. Feng JING,
Chief of Asia and the Pacific Section
Coordinator of the Silk Roads project
UNESCO World Heritage Centre
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documents, as well as the spectrum of Conclusions 

and Recommendations of the project. 

The establishing and planning stages of the 

project date back to 2005, and over the subsequent 

years, there has been a continuous active process 

to develop and fulfill the project’s objectives: one 

of the most important developments came in 2009, 

when UNESCO and ICOMOS came together to 

produce the Thematic Study of the Silk Roads. The 

work undertaken to complete the project since 2005 

has been extensive: a concept paper for the Serial 

Nomination of the Silk Roads in Central Asia and 

China was adopted in Dushanbe, Tajikistan in 2007, 

by the Central Asian States Parties and China, and 

amended in 2008 during the Silk Roads Consultation 

Workshop in Xi’an, China. In May 2009, at the Silk 

Roads Consultation Meeting in Almaty, Kazakhstan, 

an intergovernmental Coordinating Committee on 

the Serial World Heritage Nomination of the Silk 

Roads was established. In November 2009, the first 

meeting of the Coordinating Committee took place 

in Xi’an, China. At this meeting, the Member States 

appointed the ICOMOS International Conservation 

Centre (IICC) Xi’an to be the Secretariat. So far, three 

Silk Roads Serial and Transnational World Heritage 

Nomination Coordinating Committee Meetings 

have been successfully organized (the 1st in Nov. 

2009, Xi’an, China, the 2nd in May 2011, Ashgabat, 

Turkmenistan, and the 3rd in Sep. 2012, Bishkek, 

Kyrgyzstan), with a fourth to come in early 2015.

The Ashgabat Agreement in May 2011 was a 

significant marker in the establishment of a framework 

for the direction of the nomination process. It was 

a result of the second meeting of the Coordination 

Committee in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, which 

brought together representatives of 12 Member 

States:  Afghanistan, China, India, Iran, Japan, 

Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, as well 

as UNESCO representatives. In addition, experts 

from the International Council for Monuments 

and Sites (ICOMOS), the International Institute for 

Central Asian Studies (IICAS, an UNESCO category 

II Centre), located in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, 

University College, London, United Kingdom, and 

the Raymond Lemaire International Centre for 

Conservation, the University of Leuven, Belgium, 

formed an intrinsic part of the research and 

nomination process. The meeting focused on the 

work of the project, to review progress made in the 

nomination process and to consider new guidance 

on trans-boundary serial nominations. 

 

The creation of Silk Roads Heritage corridors, 

in line with the ICOMOS Thematic Study of the Silk 

Roads, identified around fifty-four potential Silk 

Roads Heritage Corridors, with twenty corridors 

being considered as medium priority.  Two 

trans-national corridors within the five Central 

Asian countries and China (one is the Tian Shan 

corridor, including the shores of Lake Issyk Kul & 

the Chuy Valley – involving China, Kyrgyzstan and 

Kazakhstan. The second is the desert  route from 

Merv to the Oxus – present day Amu Darya – and 

along the Zaravshan valley through Samarkand and 

Penjikent –involving Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and 

Tajikistan) were prioritized for the first phase of the 

Silk Roads nomination process. The preparation of 

the Action Plan 2011-2013 finalized in Tashkent, 

Uzbekistan in September 2011, builds upon the 

work to establish Silk Road Heritage Corridors, while 

also continuing the work to continue the standards 

and procedures of the nomination dossiers. The 

implementation of the Action Plan resulted in the 

achievement of a major goal for the process: the 

submission by 1 February 2013 of the first two Silk 

Roads Serial and Transnational nominations – “Silk 

Roads: Initial Section of the Silk Roads, the Routes 

Network of Tian-shan Corridor” (submitted jointly by 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and China) and “Silk Roads: 

Penjikent-Samarkand-Poykent Corrider”(submitted 

jointly by Tajikistan and Uzbekistan) – certified as 

complete, and to be reviewed at the upcoming 38th 

Session of the World Heritage Committee Meeting 

(15 – 25 June 2014, Doha, Qatar). 

While this initial support from the Norwegian 

Funds-in-Trust has been vital in creating awareness 

and mobilising the stakeholders from the region 

for considerable progress on these two serial 

nominations, other donors such as the Japanese and 

Netherlands Funds-in-Trust have been leveraged to 

support the process, with the Netherlands Funds-in-

Trust supporting multilateral cooperation meetings 

and the Japanese Funds-in-Trust supporting 

extensive capacity building, documentation, and 

equipment purchasing efforts to ensure the long-term 

sustainability of gains made within the Norwegian 

Funds-in-Trust project. The Chinese authorities and 

the Belgian Federal Science Policy Office (BELSPO) 

have also participated in the project via bilateral 

agreements. The success of these various funding 

sources in producing two complete nominations for 

the Silk Roads World Heritage properties, as well as 

sustained conservation and documentation efforts, 

present a major contribution to the sustainability of 

conservation in the region.

The project for the “Central Asian World Heritage 

Serial Nominations: Central Asian Silk Roads World 

Heritage Serial Nomination” hopes to continue 

to achieve better intercultural understanding and 

synergy between cultures in the Central Asian 

region, as well as safeguarding some of humanity’s 

finest cultural heritage as World Heritage properties.

Dr. Roland LIN Chih-Hung, 
Project Officer, 
Support fo the Central Asian World Heritage Nominations, 
Programme Specialist, Asia and the Pacific Unit, 
World Heritage Centre, UNESCO 

The Silk Roads are a series of ancient trade routes 

stretching across the Asian continent, from East Asia 

to Central Asia and on to Europe. The areas of Asia 

that now constitute Central Asia have remarkable 

historical backgrounds, with countless historic and 

cultural sites. The incredible vastness of the region, 

with its desolate beauty, offers a challenging 

environment for ensuring sufficient cultural heritage 

protection. The importance of the Silk Roads World 

Heritage Serial Nomination originates from the Silk 

Roads as representative of more than just a trade of 

goods, but the movement and exchange of cultures, 

ideas, and knowledge across regions and between 

continents.  In that, the Silk Roads represent the 

best and earliest example of political and cultural 

integration. At their height, the Silk Roads sustained 

an international culture that connected astoundingly 

diverse civilizations for over two millennia, spreading 

the history and cultures of many peoples, while 

sustaining a level of societal and cultural transfer 

between East and West, unmatched even today.  

The Central Asian region covers an area of some 

4,000,000 km – stretching from the trans-Volga 

steppes in the west to the Altai Mountains in the east, 

and from the forest steppe of the West Siberian Plain 

in the north to the edge of the Iranian Plateau and 

the mountains of Parapamiz and the Hindu Kush 

in the south. Central Asia remains one of the most 

under-represented regions on UNESCO’s World 

Heritage List. Kyrgyzstan inscribed its first World 

Heritage property, Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain, 

on the list in 2009; Tajikistan’s first world Heritage 

propety Proto-urban site of Sarazm, was only 

inscribed in 2010. To date, the sub-region made up 

of five nations has only inscribed eleven cultural sites 

(2 in Kazakhstan, 1 in Kyrgyzstan, 1 in Tajikistan, 3 in 

Turkmenistan and 4 in Uzbekistan) and two natural 

sites (1 in Kazakhstan and 1 in Tajikistan). The 

concept of creating a serial nomination for the Silk 

Roads in Central Asia and China arose out of the 

2005 UNESCO World Heritage Periodic Reporting 

Workshop. Central Asian State Parties identified 

undertaking a Serial nomination as a priority follow-

up action that would enhance the representation and 

visibility of the region, whilst also allowing them to 

build upon their existing mechanisms of conservation 

and preservation, ensuring that manifestations of the 

longstanding cultural exchanges between the East 

and West are recognized to their fullest extent.  

The objective of this publication is to focus in detail 

on the preparatory study, consultation and work 

undertaken since 2005 for the sub-regional (Central 

Asian) World Heritage Serial Nominations, including 

the nomination strategy and modalities developed 

partly within the framework of the UNESCO/

Norwegian Funds-in-Trust project to support the 

Central Asian World Heritage Serial Nominations. 

The magnitude of the project is impressive, being 

the largest serial nomination of linked sites ever 

presented to the World Heritage Committee. The 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre has acted as the 

overall facilitator for the Central Asian State Parties, 

considering the sub-regional nature of the project: 

as the nomination process is State Party-driven, the 

completion of the project has remained with the 

State Parties. The first section of the publication will 

be a preamble and focus on the background of the 

Great Silk Roads and ICOMOS Thematic Study of 

the Silk Roads. The second section offers a general 

presentation of the on-going process, driven by the 

participating State Parties, for the Silk Road World 

Heritage Serial nomination, with a specific focus on 

the work of both May (Ashgabat, Turkmenistan) and 

September (Tashkent, Uzbekistan) 2011 meetings. 

The third section concludes the latest work of 

UNESCO, ICOMOS and their related guidance 

UNESCO/Norwegian Funds-in-Trust Project 
to Support the Central Asian World Heritage 
Serial Nominations: Central Asian Silk Roads World 
Heritage Serial Nomination

Introduction

Dr. Roland LIN Chih-Hung, 
World Heritage Centre, UNESCO•
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There are no doubts, that the Silk Roads exactly 

corresponds to the concept of cultural heritage, 

formulated in ICOMOS Charter “Cultural Routes” 

in 2005. But this nomination to the World Heritage 

List is a precedent that has no equal in the world. 

The Silk Roads is the longest cultural route, which 

includes a very large and diverse range of heritage 

properties, located in the majority of the countries 

across Eurasia. While the silk has long been the most 

expensive good, transported by its roads from the 

eastern parts of China to the far corners of Europe, 

the most valuable there were the interaction and 

mutual influences, have been taking place over 

the centuries between different civilizations of the 

continent thanks to these communications.

Central Asia on this route has been and remains 

to be the crossroads, where get together the 

cultures of East and West, separated from each 

other by almost impassable high mountain ranges 

and dry deserts. The interaction of cultures has 

been extremely intensive here, and the role of the 

Silk Roads was so high, that the rise and fall of the 

most of the large and small cities was dependent 

exclusively of the Silk Roads functioning. In early 

2000s thanks to the support of UNESCO and the 

Japan Trust Fund was implemented a number of 

projects with the aim to save some important heritage 

sites of Central Asia, and all of them are located 

directly on the main routes of the Silk Roads: Ancient 

Otrar (Kazakhstan), Krasnaya Rechka (Kyrgyzstan), 

Ajina Tepe (Tajikistan), Fayaz Tepe (Uzbekistan). 

Therefore, it is quite logical, that seven years ago 

heritage experts of China, who have begun earlier 

preparation of the nomination of the Silk Roads to 

the World Heritage List, kindly agreed to continue 

this work in cooperation with experts from Central 

Asian countries: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan in the framework of a 

broader project – transnational trans-boundary 

serial nomination Silk Roads. 

Through the regular workshops, organized with 

the help of World Heritage Centre of UNESCO, 

the efforts of national experts from six countries and 

from ICOMOS were knocked into one for better 

understanding what is really behind this popular 

and, at the same time, very broad concept – Silk 

Roads. Also during the meetings the participants 

tried to articulate clearly how this concept could be 

most fully expressed by the diverse cultural heritage, 

survived along the network of numerous caravan 

roads, and how it reflects the idea of cultural route.

Over the years many scientific research and 

debates took place, both among the participants 

of the nomination preparatory process, and within 

the broader range of international experts. Crucial 

was Ittingen meeting in Switzerland in 2010, where 

were established the principles and guidelines for 

preparation of nominations of serial properties in 

general. ICOMOS thematic study for the Silk Roads 

made new adjustments to the process of preparation 

of this nomination, suggesting (among others) the 

alternative of heritage corridors’ series, which was 

recognized by participants from the state parties 

as more accurate and convenient for the further 

development. 

All this helped to work out the main principles of 

selection of properties and common approaches, 

to speed preparation of the joint nomination on its 

first phase. As the result there was established a 

good basis with wide opportunities for future new 

participants of the nomination: as it has been noted, 

the Silk Roads passes many countries across the 

continent. 

Since “Expert Meeting on Cultural Routes 

Heritage” was held in Madrid in 1994, cultural 

routes have rapidly become one of the focuses 

in international cultural heritage protection. 

The concept of cultural routes is characterized 

as “communication and dialogue”, it connects 

numerous heritage spots distributed in spacious 

temporal and spatial dimensions tightly, enriches 

and extends heritage value immensely. And the 

value of cultural routes as a whole is far more than 

the aggregate value of every component.

In 2005, the draft of Cultural Routes Charter was 

adopted in the 15th ICOMOS General Assembly 

held in Xi’an, and then formally adopted by the 

16th ICOMOS General Assembly held in Quebec, 

Canada in 2008. By this was recognized the 

important role of cultural routes and established a 

new type of cultural heritage properties.

 

The Silk Roads is the longest among the known 

cultural routes and its effect on the world has been 

the greatest. Having been started initially in the East 

from the city of Han Dynasty – Chang’an (an ancient 

capital of China and the current Xi’an in Shaanxi 

Province), it stretched far to the West – to the 

Mediterranean area. An important discovery was 

made by Chinese scholar Lin Meicun in the result 

of continuous studies: a historic map from Jiajing 

Reign of Ming Dynasty - “The Atlas of Mongolian 

Landscape” – was found in Japan this year. The map 

had been produced several decades earlier than 

the world map brought by the western missionary 

in the Wanli Reign of the Ming Dynasty. Series of 

the names of ancient places are displayed on this 

map from Jiayuguan Pass through Samarkand, 

Afghanistan, marking all the way to the ancient 

Mecca and Egypt. Some sections contain over 150 

place’s names within dozens of kilometers. Research 

results show that the Desert Silk Road, commonly 

known basic route in history, was going from China 

to Samarkand, then it turned to the South – to 

Afghanistan, and after – from Afghanistan through 

Persia, Saudi Arabia and Syria – all the way to the 

Mediterranean countries. It was the time of Yuan 

Dynasty when this road successively functioned 

and was prosperous. Islam gained unprecedented 

development in China in this epoch. Therefore, 

a large part of the road also became a road of 

pilgrimage of the time. The research result about the 

map of the Jiajing reign in the Ming dynasty gives a 

strong evidence for the oneness of the Silk Roads as 

a whole.

China has included the Silk Roads’ Chinese 

Section in the World Heritage Tentative list as 

early as in 1994, and has completed preliminary 

preparation for its world heritage nomination. In 

the year 2005, the World Heritage Center pushed 

forward five Central Asian countries (including 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 

Uzbekistan) for a trans-national joint nomination 

project, and invited ICOMOS experts for guidance. 

Successively Dr. Henry Cleer, Mrs. Susan Danyer 

and Prof.Tim Williams took part in the project, 

assisted in completing the “Conceptual document” 

that gained unanimous approval by all related state 

parties and the “Thematic study report” that was 

basically accepted and is still under discussion for 

improvement. 

The trans-boundary joint nomination of the Silk 

Roads is a great initiative that promotes the spirit, 

mission and guidelines of the World Heritage 

Convention both intensively and extensively in 

unprecedented scale. Chinese professionals and 

Chinese people expect with eagerness that the 

Silk Roads, linking nations and ethnic groups as 

a route promoting friendship and integration, 

facilitating economic and cultural prosperity over 

the centuries like an ever vital cultural bloodline, 

will be inscribed onto the World Heritage List on 

an earlier date through cooperation and joint 

efforts by professionals, peoples and governments 

of countries along it, so that our generation and 

future generations could benefit from its potentials 

for sustainable development in the most positive 

manner.  

The road is easy, 
but for those, who have passed it...

Origin, Development, Significance and 
Prospect: Transnational Joint Nomination of the 
Silk Road

Natalia Turekulova, 

ICOMOS/Kazakhstan President

Dr. Guo Zhan, 
ICOMOS (International) Vice President, 
ICOMOS/China General Secrertary  
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Pre-history
2005, 31 October - 3 November, Almaty, Kazakhstan 

Sub-Regional Workshop for the Follow-up on the 2003 World Heritage 
Periodic Reporting Exercise for  the Central Asia Region 

Background

Central Asia is one of the under-represented regions 

on the World Heritage List although it has unique and 

very rich natural and cultural resources. Over the past 

years a number of sites have been subject to the World 

Heritage nomination. Intensive preparatory work has 

been undertaken with the assistance of UNESCO, IUCN, 

WWF and ICOMOS, other international organizations of 

the sub-region, as well as bilateral donors. Efforts have 

also been made for conservation and management of 

the sites inscribed on the World Heritage List. However, 

there remained a lot of important issues to be addressed: 

capacity building of the national authorities is one of the 

most important elements in this regard. 

In 2003, the Periodic Reporting exercise for the 

implementation of the World Heritage Convention was 

carried out for the first time in the Asian Region and the 

Central Asian countries also participated in this process. 

Recommendations have been made based on the 

findings of this exercise and was essential to review and 

discuss the main issues for better implementation of the 

World Heritage Convention. 

The workshop brought together the relevant national 

authorities of each State Party of the region (Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) as 

well as international experts from UNESCO (the World 

Heritage Centre, UNESCO Tashkent office and UNESCO 

Tehran office), ICOMOS, IUCN and CRATerre-EAG. 

Objectives

One of the major objectives of the Workshop was to assist 

Central Asian countries in strengthening their capacity for 

implementation of the World Heritage Convention through 

training sessions to be organized during the Workshop. A 

detailed mid term action plan for implementation of the 

World Heritage Convention was elaborated
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P R O G R A M M E

31 October, OPENING SESSION

09:30-10:45 Official opening of the workshop

Mr. Dyusen Kaseinov, Secretary-General, National 

Commission of Kazakhstan for UNESCO, Special 

Representative of the Republic of Kazakhstan to CIS on 

cultural and humanitarian issues

Mr. Francis Childe, Section Chief for Europe, Asia and 

Pacific, Division of Cultural Heritage, UNESCO

SESSION I Introduction

Chair: Representative of Kazakhstan

10:15-11.00  Introduction to objectives of the workshop 

and adoption of the programme

SESSION II Introduction to the World Heritage 

Convention

11:30-12:30 Its history and objectives; benefits and 

obligations of the Convention; main parties of the 

Convention; means of implementation: organizations, 

bodies and their role

 D i s c u s s i o n

SESSION III Findings of the Asia-Pacific Periodic 

Reporting 2003 Exercise – Central Asia sub-region

Chair: Representative of Kyrgyzstan

14:00-15:00 Review of the major findings of the Periodic 

reporting exercise and recommendations of the World 

Heritage Committee  

SESSION IV Implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention in the States Parties of Central Asia 

15:30-18:00 Each state party will deliver a presentation 

of 15-20 minutes regarding the implementation of the 

WH Convention at the national level. This will include 

institutional and legal framework, overview of main sites, 

major conservation challenges and lessons learnt from 

the periodic reporting. 

 D i s c u s s i o n

1 November, SESSION V Nominations - Basic 

concepts 1: definition and significance

Chair: Representative of Tajikistan

09:00-09:40 Cultural and natural heritage: definitions; 

Outstanding Universal Value; Statement of Significance

Criteria for including properties on the World Heritage 

List; Special types of heritage: serial, routes, cultural 

landscapes

 D i s c u s s i o n

SESSION VI. The Global Strategy and an overview 

of cultural/natural sites and heritage themes of potential 

outstanding universal value in Central Asia

09:40-11:30 Presentation delivered by ICOMOS and 

IUCN 

 D i s c u s s i o n

SESSION VII Nominations - Basic concepts 2: 

qualifying conditions

11:40-12:00 Authenticity 

Integrity

Requirements for protection 

D i s c u s s i o n

SESSION VIII Nominations - tentative list

12:00-12:20 Purposes 

Submission form

Possible methods of developing a tentative list

 D i s c u s s i o n

SESSION IX Nominations - Preparing the nomination 

12:20-13:00 Timetable for Process for preparing the 

nomination

Format and content

Examples – model nomination documents

Preparatory Assistance

SESSION X Management requirement

Chair: Representative of Uzbekistan

14:30-16:00 Presentation delivered by ICOMOS and 

IUCN

Sustainable management 

Monitoring in effective management 

Monitoring tools and approaches

 D i s c u s s i o n

SESSION XI. Update of “Central Asian Earth 

Programme”

16:20-18:00 Presentation delivered by CRATerre-EAG on 

the recent progress of the programme and its perspective

2 November. Chair: Representative of UNESCO 

Almaty, UNESCO Tashkent

09:00-09:30 Establishment of World Heritage 

coordination mechanisms and possible terms of reference 

for a focal point for World Heritage issues in each State 

Party

WORKING GROUP SESSION

09:30-11:00 Working Group Session for elaboration 

of an Action Plan to follow-up the Periodic Reporting 

Exercise

Action Plan according to the “4Cs” 

Group 1: Cultural Heritage

Group 2: Natural Heritage

11:20-12:30 Working Group Session – continued

PRIORITY ACTION PLAN 2006-2009
FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE

1. The Participants from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, 

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, UNESCO, ICOMOS and 

CRATerre-ENSAG, 

i. recognizing the significant work achieved since May 

2000 when the five Central Asian experts agreed upon 

the priority needs in the field of world cultural heritage 

under auspices of UNESCO for the first time in Ashgabad 

and Merv in Turkmenistan;

ii. recalling that, following the request from Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre and CRATerre-ENSAG 

had elaborated the sub-regional programme “Central 

Asian Earth 2002-2012” to address the global strategy 

and conservation needs in the sub-region approved and 

financially supported by the World Heritage Committee 

since 2000;

iii. appreciating the numerous national initiatives taken 

to enhance the conservation process of cultural heritage 

12:30-13:30 Reporting form the rapporteur of each group

D i s c u s s i o n

15:00-16:20 Preparation of the final documents of the 

Action Plan to be adopted

16:40-18:00 Adoption of the Action Plan

3 November. GROUP WORK Chair: Representative 

of ICOMOS Kazakhstan

09:00-11:00 The regional participants are divided into 4 

groups by nationality. Each country team will elaborate 

a short statement of the outstanding universal values 

(criteria of nomination with their physical attributes, 

authenticity and integrity) of 2 selected sites from the 

Tentative List of each country (1 cultural and 1 natural sites 

not yet inscribed on the World Heritage List).

11:20-13:00 Presentation by each working group

D i s c u s s i o n

14:30-16:30  Presentation by each working group 

(continued)

D i s c u s s i o n

SESSION XII Funding mechanisms for World Heritage 

and International Assistance procedures 

16:50-17:20 Presentation 

D i s c u s s i o n

17:20-17:45 Wrap-up and closing remarks

 

in Central Asia, especially building upon the Regional 

Periodic Reporting Exercise and the West-Central Asian 

Concluding Recommendations adopted in March 2003, 

endorsed by the World Heritage Committee in July 2003, 

and integrated into “Action Asia 2003-2009 Programme” 

adopted and financially supported by the World Heritage 

Committee;

iv. noting that a Three-Year Action Plan for implementing 

the “Central Asian Earth 2002-2012” Programme had 

been developed by the Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO, and CRATerre-ENSAG in April 2004 in Khiva, 

Uzbekistan, following two years of assessment and 

analysis of the capacity building needs in the field of 

cultural heritage;

v. recognizing that there is still limited interest and 

involvement of national entities and decision makers 

to facilitate the development of capacity building in 

conservation and management of cultural heritage in 

the sub-region, compounded by the general limitation of 

financial and technical resources;

vi. noting that there has been valuable experience gained 

through in-situ projects, workshops on conservation 

focusing on technical practices, and experimental 

research within the sub-region;

vii. mindful of the existence of various educational 

initiatives within some universities and some of their 

correlated chairs of partial curricula addressing certain 

key issues of cultural heritage, but nevertheless noting 

the absence of a structured educational curricula on 

conservation and management for cultural heritage;

viii. appreciating the presence of several UNESCO Chairs 

in Central Asia which contribute to cultural heritage, 

whose activities and contributions must be shared through 

enhanced information dissemination;

ix. discussed priority follow-up actions necessary to 

continue and increase the application of the World 

Heritage Convention in the sub-region; 

x. appealed to the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, 

UNESCO Almaty, Tashkent, and Tehran Offices to 

continue supporting financially and technically, the 

implementation of the “Central Asian Earth 2002-2012” 

and “Action Asia 2003~2009” Programmes;

xi. adopted the following “Priority Action Plan 2006~2009” 

for cultural heritage within the framework of UNESCO’s 

“Central Asian Earth 2002-2012” and “Action Asia 

2003~2009” Programmes.
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PRIORITY ACTION PLAN 

2006-2009 

Ref. in 
Action, 

Asia

Priority Actions for CREDIBILITY, CONSERVA-
TION, CAPACITY BUILDING & 

COMMUNICATION 
Expected Results

1 2 3

COMM Translation of the Operational Guidelines for the 

Implementation of the World Heritage Convention

Correct application of the World Heritage Convention in the Central 

Asian States Parties

CREDIB Review and updating of National Cultural Heritage 

Protection Legislation Kazakhstan

Updating and harmonization of National Legislation to strengthen 

protection and conservation of World Cultural Heritage and potential 

World Cultural Heritage in Kazakhstan, including newly recognized 

types of cultural heritage

CREDIB Review and updating of National Cultural Heritage 

Protection Legislation 

Kyrgyz Republic

Updating and harmonization of National Legislation to strengthen 

protection and conservation of World Cultural Heritage and 

potential World Cultural Heritage in Kyrgyz Republic, including newly 

recognized types of cultural heritage

CREDIB Review and updating of National Cultural Heritage 

Protection Legislation Tajikistan

Updating and harmonization of National Legislation to strengthen 

protection and conservation of World Cultural Heritage and potential 

World Cultural Heritage in Tajikistan, including newly recognized types 

of cultural heritage

CREDIB Review and updating of National Cultural Heritage 

Protection Legislation Uzbekistan

Updating and harmonization of National Legislation to strengthen 

protection and conservation of World Cultural Heritage and potential 

World Cultural Heritage in Uzbekistan, including newly recognized 

types of cultural heritage

CREDIB Review and updating of National Inventory 

Kazakhstan

Updating of Kazakhstan’s National Cultural Heritage Inventory to 

include new concepts of cultural heritage following the World Heritage 

Convention’s Operational Guidelines, to update national Tentative List

CREDIB Review and updating of National Inventory Kyrgyz 

Republic

Updating of Kyrgyz Republic’s National Cultural Heritage Inventory 

to include new concepts of cultural heritage following the World 

Heritage Convention’s Operational Guidelines, to update national 

Tentative List

CREDIB Review and updating of National Inventory Tajikistan Updating of Tajikistan’s National Cultural 

Heritage Inventory to include new concepts of cultural heritage 

following the World Heritage Convention’s Operational Guidelines, to 

update national Tentative List

CREDIB Review and updating of 

National Inventory Uzbekistan

Updating of Uzbekistan’s National Cultural Heritage Inventory to 

include new concepts of cultural heritage following the World Heritage 

Convention’s Operational Guidelines, to update national Tentative List

CREDIB Harmonizing Kazakhstan’s Tentative List Harmonization of Kazakhstan’s Tentative List and official submission 

to UNESCO

CREDIB Harmonizing Kyrgyz Republic’s Tentative List Harmonization of Kyrgyz Republic’s Tentative List and official 

submission to UNESCO

CREDIB Harmonizing Tajikistan’s 

Tentative List

Harmonization of Tajikistan’s Tentative List and official submission to 

UNESCO

 

Direct Participants / Benefi-
ciaries

Resources Action by Timeframe 

4 5 6 7

UNESCO & Russian Language 

speaking States Parties to the 

World Heritage Convention / 

Humanity and the World Heritage

World Heritage Centre’s 

Regular Programme 

Budget

UNESCO World Heritage Centre Before the end of 2006

Kazakhstan

/ Humanity and the World 

Heritage

National Resources Kazakhstan Newly updated National Legislation will 

be adopted at end 2005.Special National 

Legislation for World Heritage and Tentative 

List properties to be elaborated thereafter.

 Kyrgyz Republic / Humanity and 

the World Heritage

National Resources Kyrgyz Republic Complete process of revising National 

Legislation at end 2006.

Tajikistan / Humanity and the 

World Heritage

National Resources Tajikistan Adopt National Legislation in 2006.

Uzbekistan / Humanity and the 

World Heritage

National Resources Uzbekistan New National Legislation adopted in 

2001. Currently harmonizing Cultural 

Heritage Legislation with national 

laws concerning the safeguarding and 

utilization of cultural and natural heritage. 

Kazakhstan / Humanity and the 

World Heritage

National Resources Kazakhstan On-going

 Kyrgyz Republic National Resources Kyrgyz Republic Overall review to be completed in end 

2007.

 Tajikistan National Resources Tajikistan Overall review to be completed in end 

2006.

 Uzbekistan National Resources Uzbekistan Overall review to be completed in end 

2006.

 Kazakhstan National Resources Kazakhstan Submitted in 1998. Updated in 2002. 

Continue updating to address two priority 

“serial nomination” themes.

 Kyrgyz Republic National Resources Kyrgyz Republic Updated in 2003. Further updated version 

to be submitted in 2006.

Continue updating to address two priority 

“serial nomination” themes.

Tajikistan National Resources Tajikistan Submitted in 2000. Updated version to be 

submitted before early 2007. Continue 

updating to address two priority “serial 

nomination” themes.
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1 2 3

CREDIB Harmonizing Uzbekistan’s Tentative List Harmonization of Uzbekistan’s Tentative List and official submission 

to UNESCO

CREDIB Information exchange with China for the serial 

nomination “The Central Asian Silk Roads”

Participation by all Central Asian States Parties to the Chinese Silk 

Roads serial nomination meeting (Spring 2006 in Turfan or Kashgar) to 

exchange information and technical know-how on the large scale serial 

nomination.

CREDIB Preparation of a serial nomination “The Central 

Asian Silk Roads” to be submitted by the five Central 

Asian States Parties.

Organization of a Meeting in Samarkand to result with:

1. Preparation of background documentation based upon ICAS 

network of institutions and experts.

2. Definition of OUV for the serial nomination “The Central Asian Silk 

Roads” and a formal name;

3. Elaboration of a strategy for the trans-boundary nomination;

4. Adoption of a strategic action plan;

5. Political commitment affirmed by the States Parties

6. Establishment of a small Working Group with five experts from 

each State Party to coordinate execution of the Strategic Action Plan.

CONSERV Mobilize international technical and financial co-

operation from specialized institutions (eg. Getty 

Conservation Institute) or existing frameworks (eg. 

TERRA) for increasing the sub-regional conservation 

process for the serial nomination “The Central Asian 

Silk Roads”. 

Establishment and application of effective conservation guiding 

principles including monitoring indicators.

Contribution to the serial nomination dossiers for all potential 

properties to be included within “The Central Asian Silk Roads”.

Upgrading of conservation of cultural heritage properties.

Enhancement of conservation planning process by the States Parties.

CREDIB Preparation of a serial nomination “The Central 

Asian Silk Roads” to be submitted by the five Central 

Asian States Parties.

Preparation of a serial nomination “Rock Art of 

Central Asia” to be submitted by the Central Asian 

States Parties.

Strengthening at national and sub-regional levels, 

the application of the World Heritage Convention, 

with particular emphasis on the comprehensive 

conservation process and capacity building. 

Ministerial Meeting to be organized to declare:

- Political commitment to complement national initiatives with a sub-

regional serial nominations “The Central Asian Silk Roads” and “Rock 

Art of Central Asia”;

- Strengthening efforts in the application of the World Heritage 

Convention with particular emphasis on the comprehensive 

conservation process and capacity building.

CREDIB Mobilization of Turkmenistan’s participation in the 

serial nomination “The Central Asian Silk Roads”.

Better representation within the serial nomination “The Central Asian 

Silk Roads”

CREDIB Share knowledge of the scope, extent and 

significance of traditional irrigation systems in Central 

Asia, particularly in association with settlements 

along the Silk Routes.

Comparative thematic study which highlight the traditional irrigation 

systems which need to be part of the serial nomination “Central Asian 

Silk Routes”

CREDIB Preparation of a serial nomination “Rock Art in 

Central Asia” to be submitted by the five Central 

Asian States Parties as a possible extension to 

“Tamgaly” World Heritage property.

Preparation by Kazakhstan of the two rock art properties, and by 

Uzbekistan of one rock art property to be submitted to the World 

Heritage Committee.

4 5 6 7

Uzbekistan National Resources Uzbekistan Submitted in 1996.

Updated version to be submitted before 

July 2006. Continue updating to address 

two priority “serial nomination” themes.

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO, China /

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage 

Dutch Funds in Trust UNESCO World Heritage Centre Spring 2006

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO / UNESCO World 

Heritage Committee, Humanity, 

World Heritage

World Heritage Fund 

Preparatory Assistance 

USD 30,000 (Including 

funds for a Ministerial 

Meeting to endorse 

the sub-regional serial 

nomination.)

ICAS to prepare the initial 

scientific foundation.

UNESCO Silk Roads Unit to be 

requested by UNESCO World 

Heritage Centre to provide 

previous studies.

All States Parties to contribute 

information.

UNESCO Almaty, Tashkent, 

Tehran, World Heritage Centre

Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan,

Turkmenistan

Preparation in 2005 and 2006 for the 

Meeting.

Meeting to take place in September/ 

October 2006

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO / 

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

CRATerre-ENSAG 

To be mobilized. UNESCO World Heritage Centre, 

ICOMOS Ms Susan Denyer,

Before end 2006.

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO / 

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

World Heritage Fund 

Preparatory Assistance 

(combined with the earlier 

USD 30,000)

UNESCO Almaty, Tashkent, 

Tehran, World Heritage Centre

All Central Asian States Parties

Before end 2006.

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO/UNESCO World 

Heritage Committee, Humanity, 

World Heritage

Existing resources within 

UNESCO

UNESCO Tehran, UNESCO 

World 

Heritage Centre

Turkmenistan

Before end 2006.

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic

Tajikistan. Turkmenistan.

Uzbekistan

UNESCO Tehran 

IOCMOS Ms Susan Denyer /

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

National Co-ordinated initially by 

Kazakhstan

Resources

On-going

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic

Tajikistan. Uzbekistan /

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

National Resources

and possibly extra-

budgetary funding sources 

to be mobilized.

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyz Republic

Tajikistan

Uzbekistan

Delineation of zones and legal protection 

for 2 Kazakh properties before end 2008.

First three extensions from Kazakhstan 

possibly before 1 Feb 2009, & Uzbekistan 

before or on 1 Feb 2008.A
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1 2 3

CREDIB Information sharing for Petroglyphs to enable 

comparative analysis for the serial nomination 

of “Rock Art in Central Asia” as an extension to 

“Tamgaly” World Heritage property.

CARAD (Central Asian Rock Art Database) established.

Common approach to documentation of Rock Art in the region.

Information essential for the serial nomination of “Rock Art in Central 

Asia” collected to enable a comparative analysis.

CREDIB Dialogue and consultation between scientists for the 

serial nomination “Rock Art of Central Asia” as an 

extension to “Tamgaly” World Heritage property.

Definition of the Outstanding Universal Value of the serial nomination 

“Rock Art of Central Asia” as an extension to “Tamgaly” World 

Heritage property.

COMM Share information on all international and national 

activities, demonstrative good case studies, lessons 

learnt, related to the conservation of cultural heritage 

in the sub-region, in particular earthen architecture 

and the specific conservation problems faced in the 

sub-region, already identified and reaffirmed in May 

2000, March 2003, and April 2004. 

Enhanced understanding of the conservation challenges and 

problems common to Central Asian cultural heritage, and identification 

of possible solutions. 

CB Mobilize significant financial resources on a sub-

regional level for the implementation of the “Central 

Asian Earth 2002-2012” Programme.

Project briefing to present to potential donors.

Significant donor support / impetus for the implementation of the 

“Central Asian Earth Programme 2002-2012” Programme.

Co-ordination of the various international and UNESCO efforts 

for the conservation and capacity building for Central Asian cultural 

heritage.

Better representativity of the World Heritage through successful 

nominations (individual, serial, extensions).

Capacity building for the conservation of Central Asian cultural 

heritage, especially for conservation planning, sound management, 

and sustainable presentation of the World Heritage or Tentative List 

cultural heritage properties.

Translation into Russian and dissemination of key cultural heritage 

conservation literature to Central Asian conservation authorities.

CB Define and develop a strategy at sub-regional level 

to facilitate the implementation of regional courses, 

thematic seminars and workshops that would benefit 

from previous international experiences developed 

in the field (references “TERRA”, “Africa 2009”). 

Establish framework for implementation of strategy. 

This strategy would contribute to establish the necessary conditions 

for an adaptation of this background to the Central Asian context 

(political, cultural, educational and technical, economical constraints 

and potentials).

Establishment of an executive committee to guide and implement the 

strategy.

COMM Collect data on all existing UNESCO Chairs 

benefiting cultural heritage in Central Asia: their field 

of activity, hosting institutions, educational activities 

Sub-regional mapping on existing UNESCO Chairs especially in the 

priority fields. Thereafter, create a network of UNESCO Chairs for the 

conservation and management of earthen architecture, traditional 

architecture, and sustainable development, building upon the existing 

UNESCO Chair for Earthen Architecture at Ecole Nationale Superieure 

d’Architecture de Grenoble [CRATerre-ENSAG].

CB Establish institutional agreements between existing 

national education institutions and vocational centres 

in the field of cultural heritage, in particular for 

architectural heritage. 

Develop educational and scientific co-operation programmes 

/ projects to strengthen capacity building for conservation and 

management of cultural heritage within existing national educational 

institutions and vocational centres.

CB Integrate more rigorously and systematically, 

capacity building workshops within in-situ projects 

(eg. Uzbekistan) desirably with sub-regional 

participation. 

Increased capacity in specific conservation issues (humidity, monitoring, 

preventive interventions, laboratory testing, etc.)

CB Sub-regional training course on cultural heritage 

management with Central Asian experts and 

international resource experts (ICOMOS, CRATerre-

ENSAG, UNESCO, ICCROM)

Increased capacity in management planning. 

4 5 6 7

Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan

Krygyz Republic, Russian 

Federation, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan

UNESCO Almaty / UNESCO 

World Heritage Committee, 

Humanity, World Heritage

RP 33 C/5

Decentralized to 

UNESCO Almaty

Co-ordination by UNESCO 

Almaty

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, 

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan

2006-2007

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,

Uzbekistan,

UNESCO Almaty,

ICOMOS Ms Susan Denyer/ 

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

National Resources Co-ordination by Kazakhstan 

(Tamgaly)

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan

2006

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO / UNESCO World 

Heritage Committee, Humanity, 

World Heritage

Existing resources within 

UNESCO

UNESCO Almaty will upload the 

information on the existing web-

link.

All States Parties, UNESCO 

concerned offices, CRATerre-

ENSAG to transmit information to 

UNESCO Almaty.

Before end 2006.

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO /

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

IA Request from World 

Heritage Fund to be 

requested for three 

consecutive years for USD 

30,000 per year, following 

the “Africa 2009” 

Programme.

States Parties, CRATerre-ENSAG, 

UNESCO Almaty, Tashkent, 

Tehran, World Heritage Centre

Between January 2006 ~ 2008.

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO /

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

Same source as above. UNESCO World Heritage Centre, 

Central Asian Field Offices, 

CRATerre-ENSAG

All States Parties

2007~2012

All Central Asian States Parties, 

UNESCO

UNITWIN Network /

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

Existing resources UNESCO Tashkent to co-ordinate.

UNESCO Education Sector’s 

Division of Higher Education to be 

contacted regarding UNITWIN 

network.

June 2006

CRATerre-ENSAG

UNITWIN Network

All Central Asian States Parties

/ 

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

IA Request from World 

Heritage Fund to be 

requested for three 

consecutive years for USD 

30,000 per year, following 

the “Africa 2009” 

Programme.

States Parties, CRATerre-ENSAG, 

UNESCO Almaty, Tashkent, 

Tehran, World Heritage Centre

2006-2007

All Central Asian States Parties/ 

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

Existing or new extra-

budgetary funds for new 

projects.

UNESCO

All States Parties

Continuous

All Central Asian States Parties/ 

UNESCO World Heritage 

Committee, Humanity, World 

Heritage

RP 33 C/5

Decentralized to 

UNESCO Almaty

UNESCO Almaty – to organize in 

co-ordination with other UNESCO 

Offices/HQ.

All States Parties

2006-2007
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 L I S T  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S

UNESCO and International Experts:

1. Mr. Francis CHILDE, Section Chief for Europe, Asia 

and Pacific, Division of Cultural Heritage, UNESCO, 1, rue 

Miollis, 75732 Paris Cedex 15, Tel. :+33 (0)1 45.68.10.00, 

Fax:+33.(0)1 45.67.16.90, f.childe@unesco.org 

2. Mr. Takashi ITO, Programme Specialist, Asia & 

Pacific Unit, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO, 7, place de 

Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP, Tel.: 33-1-4568-1161, Fax: 

33-1-4568-5570, t.ito@unesco.org

3. Dr. Roland LIN, Consultant, Division of Cultural 

Heritage, UNESCO HQ, 1, rue Miollis, 75732 Paris Cedex 

15, Tel :+33 (0)1 45.68.44.18, Fax:+33.(0)1 45.68.55.96, 

r.lin@unesco.org 

4. Ms. Junko TANIGUCHI, Programme Specialist for 

Culture, UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office, Bahman Building, 

Sa’ad Abad Palace Complex, Tehran 19894, Islamic 

Republic of Iran, Tel.: 98-021-2274-0141~3, Fax: 98-021-

2274-0144, Mobile: 98-0912-209-3102, j.taniguchi@

unesco.org 

5. Dr. Susan DENYER, ICOMOS World Heritage Adviser, 

66 Brand street, London, SEIO 8SR, UK, Tel: +44-208-858-
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Background

The UNESCO World Heritage Centre has been 

working together with the Government of China on 

a methodological approach for the preparation of a 

nomination for the cultural properties along the Silk 

Road to the World Heritage List. Although the network 

passed through China, Central/Western and South Asia 

and beyond, China is the only country that has placed 

its Silk Road section on the national Tentative List for 

World Heritage nomination. 

In August 2003 and July 2004, UNESCO sent 

expert missions, sponsored by the Netherlands Funds-

in-Trust at the World Heritage Centre, to the Chinese 

section of the Silk Road in order to research and 

improve understanding of 'Cultural Routes' as a possible 

candidate for inscription on the World Heritage List. The 

missions also sought to develop a systematic approach 

towards the identification and nomination of the Chinese 

section of the Silk Road, and in particular the Oasis 

Route which, together with the Steppe Route and the 

Maritime Route, is one of three intercultural routes along 

the Silk Road., that will tell the story of the Chinese Silk 

Road in a comprehensive manner. 

An impressive number of monuments and sites 

are to be found along the Oasis Route, which extends 

over some 4,450 km from Xi'an in Shaanxi Province to 

Kashgar in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. Almost 

the entire original road, however, has disappeared, 

assuming that it ever existed, as much of it consisted of 

no more than tracks through the desert, and has been 

replaced by a four-lane highway. Some uncertainty 

remains about the best way to proceed and the 

missions sought to co-operate in the development of an 

approach and methodology for the identification and 

nomination of a serial and linear Cultural Route.

The UNESCO missions to China concluded that a 

cultural route could be defined in terms of space (the 

route ran through sites, monuments, constructions, 

buildings, ways, and areas of influence); time (the 

beginning and end of its use, its frequency, intensity 

and variations) and cultural criteria (impact of spiritual 

and/or material exchanges; impact on human 

memory or experience, impact of the volume and 

2006, 1-8 August, Turfan, China

1st UNESCO Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on the 
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nature of the exchanges). The mission recommended 

the establishment of a Silk Road Nomination Task 

Force management body to co-ordinate studies and 

preparation of the World Heritage nomination. 

As a regional follow-up to the Silk Road nomination 

of the Chinese section, ideas and concepts have been 

shared with neighbouring countries, particularly those 

in Central Asia, that pursue connection of their most 

significant properties to the Silk Road to achieve further 

development of this nomination of serial properties. 

During a Sub-regional Workshop for follow-up 

of the Periodic Reporting Exercise held in Almaty, 

Kazakhstan in November 2005, representatives from 

the Central Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) adopted 

an Action Plan for the implementation of the World 

Heritage Convention in Central Asia in which they 

serial nomination of the Silk Road was given the highest 

priority. The participants agreed to further develop and 

consolidate this initiative at the UNESCO Consultation 

Workshop to be held in Turfan, Xinjiang Uygur 

Autonomous Region, the People’s Republic of China.

Workshop Objectives

1. Inform the Chinese and Central Asian officials 

and experts of the current status of the regional project 

and World Heritage Convention’s Guidelines on the 

inscription of specific types of properties on the World 

Heritage List;

2. Provide an overview of the conservation and 

management of cultural heritage properties along the 

Silk Road as well as the development of a systematic 

approach towards the World Heritage identification 

and nomination of the Silk Road;

3. Assess the needs of Central Asian and Chinese 

representatives in pursuing the serial and potential 

transboundary World Heritage nomination of the Silk 

Road;

4. Develop a participatory action plan for the serial 

and possible transboundary World Heritage nomination 

of the Silk Road;

5. Share views on the development a common 

management mechanism/system to coordinate the 

conservation and protection of the cultural heritage 

properties along the Silk Road;

6. Determine the mechanisms most appropriate to 

establish and maintain a useful network for preparing 

the World Heritage nomination in the concerned 

countries. 

Expected results

1. Central Asian and Chinese participants are 

better informed of World Heritage Convention and 

global strategy activities as well as cultural heritage 

conservation and management issues in China and 

Central Asia; (objectives 1 and 2);

2. A better understanding within the World Heritage 

Centre’s Silk Road programme of the practical realities 

of cultural heritage properties’ conservation and 

management in Central Asia and China with prioritized 

activities; (objective 3);

3. A well consulted action plan with 

recommendations of training needs and mechanisms 

most appropriate to establish and maintain a useful 

network for preparation the World Heritage nomination 

(objectives 4 and 5);

4. Commitment to collaborate amongst the State 

Parties and with the World Heritage Centre in pursuing 

the idea of potential serial and transboundary World 

Heritage nomination and an information network 

amongst Central Asian and Chinese experts and 

heritage managers.(objective 6).

Participating agencies 

In addition to high-ranking officials having authority 

to agree upon on the basic modality/strategy for 

possible serial nomination, experts on heritage 

conservation and management have been invited from 

the Central Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) and China to 

participate in the Workshop. The State Administration 

of Cultural Heritage of China (Beijing), in cooperation 

with the Cultural Heritage Administration Bureau of 

Xinjiang (Urumqi), will ensure overall coordination for the 

organization of the Workshop.

 P R O G R A M M E

2 August

09:30-11:30 SESSION 1: Opening and introductory 

presentations

Purpose:  To present an overview of the workshop 

objectives, expected results and provide information 

on the World Heritage conservation, Global Strategy 

adopted by the World Heritage Committee

Moderator: Representative from the State 

Administration of Cultural Heritage of China (SACH)

Welcoming and opening speeches by the Chinese 

and Central Asian Delegates, UNESCO representative

09:30. Opening Ceremony:

1. Opening speech by Mr Tian Xiaogang, Secretary-

General of Chinese National Commission for UNESCO

2. Welcoming speech by Mr Tong Mingkang, Deputy 

Director-General, State Administration of Cultural 

Heritage of China

3. Congratulatory speech by Ms Beatrice Kaldun, 

Programme Specialist for Culture of UNESCO Office in 

Beijing

4. Congratulatory message by the Mr Sheng 

Chunshou, Director-General, Cultural Heritage 

Administration Bureau of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 

Region

5. Welcoming speech by the Commission of Turpan 

Prefecture of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region

10:00 Introduction of the Workshop Objectives and 

Agenda. Mr Wang Jun, SACH 

10:20. Presentation on UNESCO’s efforts in 

identifying the outstanding universal value of the Silk 

Road: Mr Feng Jing, Programme Specialist, Asia and 

Pacific Section, UNESCO World Heritage Centre

11:00. Presentation: status on the preparation of the 

World Heritage nomination of the Chinese section of the 

Silk Road: One Chinese expert identified by SACH

11:30 Closing of session 1 and leaving for Jiaohe 

Ancient City to attend the inauguration ceremony of a 

restoration project

15:30-19:00 

SESSION 2: Identification of cultural heritage 

properties along the Silk Road

Moderator: Mr Takashi Ito, Programme Specialist, 

Asia and Pacific Section, UNESCO World Heritage 

Centre

Purpose: To assess the needs of  concerned countries 

in pursuing the serial and potential transboundary 

World Heritage nomination, particularly relating to 

identification of properties

15:30-15:50. Overview of World Heritage properties 

in Central Asian countries: Mr Takashi Ito

15:50-16:50. Presentations from the resource 

persons of Central Asia: Mrs Elena Khorosh Elena, 

Scientific Research Institute of Nomadizm, Ministry 

of Culture and Information (Kazakhstan); Mr Karl 

Baipakov, Director of Institute of Archaeology, Ministry 

of Education and Science (Kazakhstan)

17:10-18:40. Country presentations from Kyrgyzstan 

and Kazakhstan: a) General overview of cultural 

heritage properties along the Silk road plus b) site 

specific state of conservation presentations; 20 minutes 

per country presentation + 10 minutes discussions) 

18:40-19:30 Working group discussion: 

Divide into working groups to develop preliminary 

lists of information needs for this Section of the World 

Heritage Nomination Format. 

3 August. 10:00-14:00 SESSION 3: Management 

and protection of cultural heritage properties on the Silk 

Road

Purpose: To present an overview of the conservation 

and management of cultura heritage properties on the 

Silk Road and develop a systematic approach towards 

the World Heritage nomination

Moderator: Ms Beatrice Kaldun and one Chinese 

expert

10:00-11:00. Continuation of presentations by 

Country Representatives (Tajikistan and Uzbekistan)

11:00-11:20. Introduction on the nomination of 

specific types of heritage described in the Operational 

Guidelines for the Implementation of the WH 

Convention.

By Mr Feng Jing, UNESCO World Heritage Centre

11:20-11:50. D i s c u s s i o n  a n d  q u e s t i o n s

12:10-13:30. Working group discussion: Divide into 

working groups to develop preliminary documentation 

needs for this Section of the World Heritage Nomination 

Format.
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The UNESCO World Heritage Centre and China’s 

State Administration of Cultural Heritage jointly 

organized, in collaboration with the Administration of 

Cultural Heritage of Xinjiang and Turfan Administrative 

Prefecture, a UNESCO Stakeholders Consultation 

Workshop on the Silk Road World Heritage Nomination 

from 1 to 8 August 2006 in Tulufan, Xinjiang Uygur 

Autonomous Region of China. Fifty participants, 

including officials and experts from China, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and UNESCO (the 

World Heritage Centre, Beijing and Almaty Cluster 

Offices), attended this meeting.

Having shared the presentations on cultural heritage 

and progress made on the preparation of the Silk Road 

WH Nomination by participants of the concerned 

countries, they expressed their willingness and 

commitment in making joint efforts towards the World 

Heritage nomination of cultural properties along the Silk 

Road. 

  

The UNESCO World Heritage Centre has been working 

closely with the responsible authorities in China and 

Central Asia, in seeking a systematic approach for 

nominating the Silk Road as a World Heritage cultural 

route. The participants expressed their appreciations of 

this initiative.

Concerning the future serial and transboundary 

nomination of the Silk Road as a cultural route, the 

participants have agreed:  

1. Definition and Identification: 

The Silk Road is a designation for trade and travel routes 

as well as cultural exchange, linking Asia and Europe. It 

has a long history with abundant cultural heritage that 

demonstrates its outstanding universal significance.  

In the course of World Heritage identification and 

nomination, the Chinese colleagues have identified 

the time period and itinerary of the Chinese section of 

the Silk Road - Desert Route. The desert route starts 

from Chang’an (present Xi’an) and/or Luoyang when 

Zhang Qian traveled to the Western Regions during the 

Han Dynasty (138 BC) and ends at Kashgar during the 

Qing Dynasty (18th century). This route can be divided 

into three branches and finally extends to Central Asia 

separately from Ili and Kashgar in Xinjiang. 

The Central Asian participants, based on scientific study 

and historic evidence, will identify the main routes of 

the Central Asian section, their time period and cultural 

properties along the Silk Road on the territories of their 

respective countries. 

For identification purposes, it was recommended that 

distinction between anchor sites and support sites or 

structures can be introduced. Anchors would be those 

sites which are considered to contain outstanding 

universal value (OUV), while support sites or structure 

do not necessarily contain OUV themselves, but are 

nevertheless important to complement the story of the 

Silk Road.

Meanwhile, the intangible and movable cultural 

heritage which may be indispensable to demonstrate 

the historical significance of the Silk Road should be 

considered. All the selected sites should be testimony to 

dialogue and exchange between different civilizations 

and cultures. 

TURFAN PRELIMINARY 
ACTION PLAN for Silk Roads 
World Heritage Nomination

15:30-19:30. 

SESSION 4: Modality of WH nomination and 

elaboration of a participatory Action Plan

Purpose: To review the World Heritage nomination 

process and develop a participatory Action Plan for the 

serial and transboundary nomination, with timeframes, 

budgets proposal for implementation by the concerned 

countries. 

Moderator: Mr Feng Jing and Mr Yuri Peshkov

15.30 -16:00. Overview of the World Heritage 

nomination process and implications for a participatory 

Action Plan on Silk Road nomination: By Mr Feng Jing

16:00-17:00. Presentations on the shared views on 

the preparation of the World Heritage nomination, by 

resource persons from China and Central Asia

17:20-18:30. Working groups: Divide into working 

groups to develop an Action Plan for the serial World 

Heritage nomination

18:30 – 19:30. Presentations by the working groups 

and discussions on the working methods for the joint 

World Heritage nomination

4 August

SESSION 5: Elaboration of an Action Plan and 

shared management mechanism for the World Heritage 

nomination

Moderator: (One Chinese and one Central Asian 

Expert to be identified)

Purpose: To present an overview of experiences for 

management mechanism to coordinate the conservation 

and protection of cultural heritage properties along the 

Silk Road 

10:00-14:00. Presentations on ideas of a shared 

management mechanism for Silk Road World and 

Working Group discussions (Documents to be prepared 

by the Workshop Secretariat in English and Chinese)

15:30-17:40. Working group discussions: Divide into 

working groups to elaborate a proposed Action Plan for 

preparing the Silk Road World Heritage nomination

18:00-19:30. Presentations by the working groups 

and finalization of the Action Plan

19:30-20:00. Closing ceremony, adoption of the 

Action Plan.
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2. Candidature sites and selection criteria

The participants agreed that the Tentative List sites will be 

selected according to the above-mentioned definition, 

and the identification shall be based on the six criteria 

for cultural heritage of the World Heritage Convention’s 

Operational Guidelines. 

Each country should prepare the WH nomination in line 

with the requirements put forward in the Operational 

Guidelines, these include: 

Authenticity and integrity

Through close international cooperation, the relevant 

countries will submit accurate identification on 

authenticity and integrity of their candidate sites. 

Protection and management 

•  Establishing common inventory system;

•  Providing legal provisions and measures for cultural 

heritage protection;

•  Based on comprehensive scientific research, to define 

boundaries and buffer zones for effective protection 

•  Establish appropriate management plan or other 

documented management system.

•  Mobilization and allocation of financial resources;

•  Training and capacity-building

•  Establish preventive measures against natural 

disasters. 

3. Establishing effective national and international 

cooperation framework

The participants agreed that, making good use of 

the results of the Turfan meeting, each country should 

enhance its efforts for the Silk Road WH nomination. The 

concerned governments should establish a National 

Management Body and make effective arrangements 

for the establishment of a Joint Management Committee 

to oversee the management of the whole of the 

transboundary property. This work could be coordinated 

by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre. 

The final action plan for this cooperation shall be 

agreed and adopted at the Consultation Workshop in 

Samarkand, Uzbekistan in October 2006. 

The participants suggested to establish a Web- site 

which will enable information sharing on documentation 

in Russian, Chinese and English relating to the cultural 

heritage of the Silk Road. 

4. Establishing a Scientific Board 

To ensure the scientific and objective nature of the 

WH nomination process, the concerned countries 

agreed to establish a Scientific Board with experts 

to be recommended by the national institutions. The 

participation of relevant international organizations, 

such as ICOMOS, will be considered when appropriate. 

The main task of the Scientific Board is to formulate 

a final transboundary nomination document on the 

basis of the draft WH nomination to be provided by 

each country and summarize them according to the 

requirements of workplan and timeframe. The working 

language of the Scientific Board will be English. 

Prior to the Workshop in Samarkand, the UNESCO 

World Heritage Centre will co-ordinate with the relevant 

international organizations and countries to identify 

members of the Scientific Board which will be established 

during the meeting.

 

5. Phased Cycle for Nomination Submission 

Prior to the Samarkand Workshop, all concerned 

countries are encouraged to conduct identification of 

cultural heritage along the Silk Road, and revise/update 

each country’s Tentative List for WH inscription. 

The participants noted paragraph 139 of the 

Operational Guidelines which states that serial 

nominations may be submitted over several nomination 

cycles. The Chinese participants suggested that the 

first nomination documentation should be submitted 

to UNESCO within 3-4 years. Meanwhile, the World 

Heritage Committee should be informed of the intention 

of this serial and transboundary WH nomination in order 

to ensure better planning. In this regard, participants 

from the Central Asian countries supported this proposal 

and will put forward their realistic workplan and 

timeframe according to each country’s actual situation.

6. Fund Raising 

The participants indicate that the concerned 

governments shall provide necessary funding for the 

preparation of the Silk Road transboundary World 

Heritage nomination. For instance, through their 

government’s active endeavor and other international 

cooperation mechanisms (World Heritage Fund and 

other funding sources.)

7. Suggestions on the Objectives of the Samarkand 

Workshop

• The participants appreciated the forthcoming 

Samarkand Workshop to be organized by UNESCO 

and the Government of Uzbekistan to report on the 

progress made by the concerned countries in the 

implementation of the Turfan preliminary action plan.

• It was suggested that a common system of inventorying 

could be elaborated and agreed upon in order to 

follow-up on the outcomes of Almaty and Turfan 

meetings;

• Further improve and finalize the present action plan.

8.Suggestions to World Heritage Committee

• It was agreed that the World Heritage Committee 

should be informed of the conclusion and 

recommendations of the Turfan Workshop. The 

participants request the Committee to provide technical 

and financial support to the concerned countries in the 

implementation of the Silk Road transboundary World 

Heritage nomination. It was further recommended that 

the UNESCO World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS 

will continue their support to China and Central Asian 

countries.

• The participants expressed their wish that UNESCO 

and the World Heritage Committee will organize 

adequate training activities concerning the Silk Road 

World Heritage nomination for Central Asian countries 

and China, so as to strengthen the capacity for heritage 

conservation and management. 
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Background

Discussion on the potential for sites linked to the 

Silk Roads within Central Asia, China, and countries 

further west, to be considered together as a serial 

World Heritage site has been discussed over many 

years. In particular several expert workshops have been 

held in Central Asia and China since 2002 and within 

China detailed assessments have taken place to allow 

around 45 sites to be considered as a potential serial 

nomination.

In November 2005 at a Workshop in Almaty 

attended by representatives of four Central Asian 

Countries, support was given to pursue actively the 

possibility of a selection of sites within Central Asia as a 

serial nomination to reflect the wealth of sites in Central 

Asia and their strategic importance within the whole 

Silk Roads. At the same time the need to develop a 

systematic approach was also recognised as a mean of 

supporting individual nominations and raising the profile 

of the region.

Further support for this approach was developed 

at a meeting in Turfan, China, in August 2006, at a 

Workshop attended by fifty participants from Central 

Asian countries, UNESCO and from China. This 

meeting also provided the opportunity for the work 

being undertaken in China on a potential Silk Roads 

nomination to be presented formally to colleagues from 

Central Asia.

Aim of Samarkand Meeting:

The Samarkand Meeting, attended by 

representatives of four Central Asian countries 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan), 

China, as well as observers from Italy and Azerbaijan, 

followed up initiatives agreed at the Turfan meeting. 

The meeting agreed the following strategy for taking 

forward Silk Roads nominations in both Central Asia 

and in China, as part of a wider Silk Roads serial site, 

between of the overall Silk Roads routes, between China 

and the Mediterranean.

2006, 26-28 October, Samarkand, Uzbekistan

2nd UNESCO Sub-regional Workshop on  Serial Nomination for 

Central Asian Silk Roads 
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The Silk Roads as a World Heritage Cultural 

Route

The Silk Roads of Central Asia must be set into 

the context of the overall Silk Roads transnational 

serial cultural route so that when first site or sites are 

considered by the World Heritage Committee, the 

Committee will be asked to agree the scope of the 

overall Silk Roads (or be asked to agree this in advance).

The following eight phases of the strategy were 

proposed:

1. Develop an overall Concept Document, for the 

Silk Roads as a whole and any defined sub-sections, 

justifying the Outstanding Universal Value of the 

whole, which will be submitted to the World Heritage 

Committee at the same time as the first nomination

2. Revise and harmonise Tentative Lists for all 

Central Asian countries

3. Agree approach to, and timescale for, a first 

nomination of sites in Central Asia

4. Prepare a suite of guidance documents making 

up a ‘template’ for Silk Roads nominations

5. Develop coordinated approaches to 

management and tourism strategies

6. Prepare an overall Resource Plan

7. Develop a Sponsorship Proposal

8. Define coordination between Central Asia and 

China

Each of these eight points was discussed in detail at 

the meeting and the following  proposed:

Silk Roads Concept Paper 

A small Specialist Group will undertake the 

production of a Silk Roads Concept Paper with the 

support of a consultant, Henry Cleere, who will draft the 

text. The Specialist Group will include key experts in Silk 

Roads studies along the whole length of the Silk Roads. 

The draft Concept Paper will be submitted for 

discussion at the next meeting of State Parties in 

Dushanbe, Tajikistan, in April 2007 for agreement after 

any necessary revision. 

Once agreed, the Concept Paper will be submitted 

to the World Heritage Committee at the same time 

as the first Silk Roads nomination of properties, or in 

advance. 

The Concept Paper will include: 

o Map of corridor for the overall Silk Roads

o Definition and characteristics of sub-divisions – 

such as China, Central Asia, etc

o Whether the Silk Roads should be one site, with 

regional variations, or several regional sites under an 

umbrella concept

o Scope and extent of monuments covered, 

including landscape elements

o Outstanding Universal Value of the overall Silk 

Roads (or sub-divisions)

o Justification for overall criteria

o Relationship to existing World Heritage Sites

o Approaches to coordination of management

The meeting agreed that: 

o The characteristics of the Silk Roads in Central 

Asia should include, among others, mountain passes, 

cultural landscapes, petroglyphs, religious sanctuaries, 

shrines, fortresses, cross roads, tombs, caravanserai, 

manifestations of creativity, and reflections of cultural 

diversity.

o There was a need to agree a chronology – 

particularly the starting date,  and when local trade 

routes and proto silk roads coalesced into an overall 

east–west silk route.

o Intangible associations are important and need to 

be integrated with tangible sites

At the same time, it was agreed that practical 

guidance and a conceptual framework paper (Concept 

Paper) would be developed to assist the concerned 

countries with the complex World Heritage nomination 

of cultural heritage properties along the Silk Roads. 

The Concept Paper will be presented at the next 

regional meeting scheduled for April 2007 in Dushanbe, 

Tajikistan.

Revised and Harmonised Tentative lists for 

all Central Asian Countries

Individual countries will undertake revisions of 

Tentative Lists once the Concept Paper has been agreed 

– or before, if appropriate.

Tentative Lists will aim to reflect the range and scope 

of Silk Roads sites. Each site identified would show how 

its tangible remains testify to:

o The overall outstanding universal value of the Silk 

Roads as a whole

o The particular characteristics of the Silk Roads in 

Central Asia

o Its function in the Silk Roads process

It was agreed that the following types of properties 

should be considered:

o Cities and towns that controlled trade and 

prospered from it.

o Settlements and caravanserai constructed to 

accommodate silk road travellers

o Agricultural hinterland and water collection 

systems that developed to support settlements

o Shrines and religious sites patronised by travellers

o Forts and other buildings for defending the Silk 

Roads

o Tangible elements that demonstrate the exchange 

of knowledge and ideas along the Silk Roads

o Tangible elements that reflect the key communities 

along the route that controlled the trade

o Sites that reflect intangible associations, cultural 

diversity, creativity, etc

o Remains of the Silk Roads and its landscape that 

have not been adapted for modern traffic

It was further agreed that the following themes 

should be reflected in Tentative lists:

o Buddhism, Islam, Zoroastrianism, sanctuaries, 

cultural spaces etc

It was also confirmed that:

o Tentative Lists could include collections of smaller 

properties , reflecting the clusters of sites developed to 

service Silk Road merchants, as well as the larger towns 

that prospered as a result of Silk Roads trade 

o Not all individual sites needed to demonstrate 

OUV on their own (as set out in the Operational 

Guidelines for Serial sites)

o There was a need to accelerate identification of 

routes and complementary sites

o There was a need for an interdisciplinary 

approach

o Each Tentative List should include a Silk Roads 

section

o An agreed template for Tentative Lists should be 

developed and agreed

Inventories:

Tentative Lists will inevitably reflect the quality of 

data available. The meeting  proposed that:

o There is a need  for accessible common data base 

for Central Asia which also crosses departments

o Databases allow data to become accessible for 

all participating parties

o There is support for a published inventory which is 

transparent and available to other countries

o Data exists at national level, but needs organising 

into one overall system for Central Asia

o Detailed mapping is lacking and support for the 

preparation of maps is urgently needed in many areas

o GIS would be a useful tool for the creation of the 

database to complement other inventories

o GIS needs developing in some countries; it must 

be a bottom up process

o Overall GIS project described at the meeting 

could be complete in two years; desirable to define Silk 

Roads dimension to this project 

Harmonisaiton of Tentative Lists.

Once revised Tentative Lists for individual countries 

have been compiled, it was agreed that arrangements 

could be made for harmonising these lists in order to 

achieve one unified Tentative List for Central Asia, in 

respect of Silk Roads sites.

The following two year timetable was proposed by 

Uzbekistan National Commission for UNESCO:

December 2006: Submission of International 

Assistance Request to World Heritage Centre for 

preparation of inventories   

April 2007: Drafts of revised Tentative Lists

August 2007: Workshop on the harmonization of 

Tentative Lists

December 2007:  Pilot workshop on GIS-based 

database

June 2008: Compatibility of the GIS-based 

databases

November 2008: Final agreement on harmonised 

Tentative Lists

  

First Nomination

 

It was agreed that, ideally, the first Silk Roads 

nomination to be put forward should be a collection of 

sites from at least two countries. 

Within Central Asia, the sites chosen should 

demonstrate the range and scope of Silk Roads remains 

that characterise the Central Asian sections of the route. 

This would mean that the sites chosen should if possible 

reflect not only towns and cites but also the other 

types of properties such as caravanserai, minarets, 

agricultural settlements forts etc. In particular it would 

be desirable to show how the exchange of ideas along 

the Silk Roads were still having a tangible effect today.

It was agreed that once State Parties have revised 

and harmonised their Tentative Lists, a meeting, if 

possible in 2008, could agree which of these sites 

might be considered for the first collaborative, serial, 

nomination – either from Central Asia alone or in 

SAMARK AND  STRATEGY
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collaboration with sites in China. For the serial site to 

be successful, the original nomination must be able to 

justify OUV. The ‘original' nomination can either be a 

site that is already on the World Heritage list, or another 

site or group of sites.

Suite of Nomination Guidance Documents 

In order to support the writing of nomination 

documents, and to ensure consistency between sites 

along the Silk Road, it was proposed that Nomination 

Guidance Documents should be developed for certain 

aspects of nominations. Together these documents 

would provide a common ‘template’ for Silk Road 

nominations.

It was  proposed that, if funds were forthcoming, 

these documents should be produced in draft by a 

consultant for debate by the wider groups.

The following themes could be addressed to 

show how the Operational Guidelines would apply to 

transboundary cultural route sites along the Silk Road:

a. Documentation

b. Boundaries & Buffer Zones

c. Demonstrating Outstanding Universal Value and 

Criteria

d. Authenticity & Integrity

e. Comparative Analysis

f. Conservation

g. Management

h. Approaches to intangible heritage

i. Museum Objects

j. Cultural Tourism

Coordinated Approaches to Management and 

Cultural Tourism 

As well as putting in place arrangements for 

management at each of the nominated properties, 

it will also be necessary to consider how the overall 

management of the various properties within the Silk 

Roads World Heritage site, or its regional components, 

will be coordinated. It would also be desirable to 

develop an overall approach to cultural tourism along 

all the Silk Roads to show what tourism benefits might 

accrue from World Heritage inscription and how that 

tourism might be managed.

A consultant could develop a document outlining 

possible approaches in draft for discussion by wider 

groups, if funds can be secured to cover this  

Project Resource Plan

Many of the activities outlined above have resource 

and cost implications. Currently there is no identified 

budget for this work. In order to make a strong case for 

support funding, it was agreed that a project document 

be developed to quantify support needs. The World 

Heritage Centre would prepare the first draft which 

would identify which resources are essential and which 

desirable

The meeting proposed that the following should be 

included in the resource plan

o Inventory work to underpin Tentative List revision

o Development of common template for Tentative 

Lists

o Harmonisation of Tentative Lists

o Assistance in the introduction of GIS in Central 

Asian countries

o National capacity building for training on 

management plans, nominations

o Meeting of Specialist Group

o Cost of Consultants time to support Group, 

prepare Concept paper and draft Guidance documents

o Meetings of Scientific Committee and Steering 

Group

o Support for nominations including surveys, 

documentation, management plans

o Consultant to write Sponsorship proposal

Sponsorship Proposal

Coordinating the nomination of sites associated 

with the Silk Roads across Central Asia could have 

major benefits in terms potential to draw in support for 

groups of sites. 

Defining the specific characteristics for Tentative 

Lists would allow a document to be produced which 

highlights the value of these sites, the need to promote 

them, their potential for cultural tourism and for 

benefiting local communities, as well their need for 

support. Such a document could be used to attract 

potential sponsors.

The meeting agreed on the desirability of a 

Sponsorship Plan. It was stressed that it was essential 

that projects financed by sponsors should respond to 

local considerations and facilities, use local experts, 

provide local community benefit and have outputs and 

achievements that are sustainable.   

The document should be a ‘shopping list’ of costed 

projects which provide details of management and 

resource needs. The World Heritage Centre agreed to 

undertake to explore the possibility of securing further 

funds.

Collaboration with Other Countries

Currently China and Central Asian countries are the 

only ones actively pursuing the possibility of Silk Roads 

nominations. It is known however that India, Pakistan, 

Turkey, Armenia and Italy would like to be engaged 

in this project. In developing the overall Concept 

Document, it will be beneficial to have the support of all 

these countries.

The Concept Document will be submitted for 

approval by the World Heritage Committee either at 

the same time as the first nomination of properties is 

submitted or in advance. Whether the first nomination 

comes from Central Asia or China, or both, will need to 

be discussed between State Parties. At the time of the 

first nomination, the World Heritage Committee will also 

probably need to know what other sites are on Tentative 

Lists and a preliminary timetable for further sites being 

submitted.

At the meeting, the Chinese delegation agreed to 

work in accordance with the Strategy worked out at this 

meeting.The delegation also suggested that, after the 

harmonization of Tentative Lists, the expert meeting on 

the finalisation of the Serial Nomination Dossier might 

be hosted in China.

The international coordination of the preparatory 

work should be established not only at the level of 

Governments, but also between all the institutions 

involved. 
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L I S T  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S 

INTERNATIONAL

1. Mr. Francis James CHILDE, Senior Programme 

Specialist / World Heritage Center, UNESCO HQ. 

Tel: + 331 45 68 11 98 Fax: + 331 45 68 55 70,e-mail: 

f.childe@unesco.org

2. Mr. Roland LIN CHIH-HUNG, Programme 

Specialist / World Heritage Center,  UNESCO HQ. Tel:  

+ 33 1 45 68 11 81, Fax: + 33 1 45 68 55 70, e-mail: 

r.lin@unesco.org

3. Mr. Feng JING, Assistant Programme Specialist/ 

World Heritage Center,  UNESCO HQ. Tel: + 331 45 68 

18 72 Fax: + 331 45 68 55 70 e-mail: f.jing@unesco.org

4. Mrs. Susan DENYER, Expert/ICOMOS

5. Mr. Sebastian Stride, Professor/ Barcelona 

University, Tel: + 34 934433889 e-mail: sebstride@

yahoo.com

6. Mr. Guo ZHAN, Commissioner/ Department for 

Protection of Monuments and Sites, State Administration 

of Cultural Heritage, Vise President/ICOMOS. Tel: 

0086 10 65551649. Fax: 0086 10 65 551637. e-mail: 

guozhan@126.com

7. Ms. Lu QIONG, Director/ Division of World 

Cultural Heritage, State Administration of Cultural 

Heritage. Tel: 0086 10 65551649, Fax: 0086 10 65 

551637, e-mail: janelu407@yahoo.com.cn

8. Mr. Rong XINJIANG, Professor/History 

Department, Peking University. Tel: 0086 10 62752476 

Fax: 0086 10 6276504 e-mail: rxj@pku.edu.cn

KAZAKHSTAN

9. Ms. Altynai DUSEKOVA, National Commission of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan for UNESCO

10. Mr. E. Shaymerden, Director/ Department of 

Historical and Cultural Heritage Ministry of Culture and 

Information of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Tel: +73172 

74 04 23

11. Mr. Karl BAYPAKOV, Director/ Institute of 

Archaeology named after A. Margulan, Academy of 

Sciences of Kazakhstan, Tel: +73272 91 86 63 Fax: 

+73272 91 86 63 e-mail: kbaipakov@nursat.kz, aitova@

nursat.kz

12. Mrs. Elena KHOROSH, Head/ “Nomads and 

Silk Road” Department, Kazakh Research Institute for 

Issues  of Nomad Heritage Tel: + 73272 91 66 57, Fax: 

+7 3272 917931, e-mail: ekhorosh@hotmail.com

14. Mr. Yuri PESHKOV, Culture Officer/ UNESCO 

Almaty Cluster Office, Tel: + 7 3272 58 26 39/ 58 14 12, 

Fax: + 7 3272 79 48 53, e-mail: y.peshkov@unesco.org

KYRGYZSTAN

15. Mr. Sultan RAYEV, Minister/ Ministry of Culture of 

Kyrgyz Republic 

16. Ms. Ainura TENTIYEVA, Country Coordinator/ 

"Restoration and conservation of Medieval sites of Chuy 

valley" project

17. Ms. Bakyt AMANBAYEVA, Archeologist/ 

National Academy of Sciences of Kyrgyz Republic

18. Mr. Djumamedel Imankulov, Director/ “Kyrgyz 

restoration”

TAJIKISTAN

19. Mrs. Farogat AZIZOVA, Deputy Minister/ 

Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Tajikistan Tel: (+992 

372) 21 36 30/221 64 34, e-mail: farog24aziz@mail.ru

20. Mrs. Munzifa BABADJANOVA, Secretary-

General/ National Commission of the Republic of 

Tajikistan for UNESCO, Tel: (+992 372) 21 17 50, Fax: 

(+992 372) 21 02 59/ 21 17 50, e-mail: _zujalol@

unescotj.tajik.net,  munzifa@unescotj.tajik.net 

21. Mr. Muzaffar AZIZOV, Head/ Board of 

Monuments, Ministry of Culture of the Republic of 

Tajikistan, Tel: (+992 372) 2210200, Fax: (+992 372) 221 

53 07, e-mail: mabreshim@mail.ru

UZBEKISTAN

22. Mr. Rustam KURBANOV, Minister/ Ministry of 

Culture and Sport of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

23. Mr. Ravshan Mansurov, Head/Board of 

Monuments, Ministry of Culture and Sport of the 

Republic of Uzbekistan

24. Mr. Abdusafihon RAKHMONOV, Deputy Head/ 

Board of Monuments, Ministry of Culture and Sport of 

the Republic of Uzbekistan, Tel: (998 71) 144 64 73 Fax: 

(998 71) 

25. Mr. Alisher IKRAMOV, Secretary-General/ 

National Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

for UNESCO, Tel: (998 71) 360 05 42/ 360 05 61, Fax: 

(998 71) 360 05 48, E-mail: unesco@natcom.org.uz 

UNESCO STAFF

26. Mr. Michael Barry LANE, Head/ UNESCO 

Tashkent Office, Tel:  (+998 71) 133 80 10/ 120 71 16, 

Fax: (+ 998 71) 132 13 82, e-mail: b.lane@unesco.org.uz

27. Mr. Sanjar ALLAYAROV, Culture Programme 

Officer/ UNESCO Tashkent Office, Tel:  (+998 71) 133 

80 10/ 120 71 16, Fax: (+ 998 71) 132 13 82, e-mail: 

s.allayarov@unesco.org.uz

28. Ms. Muhayyo MAKHMUDOVA, Assistant 

Culture Programme Officer / UNESCO Tashkent Office, 

Tel:  (+998 71) 133 80 10/ 120 71 16 Fax: (+ 998 71) 132 

13 82, e-mail: m.makhmudova@unesco.org.uz

 P R O G R A M M E

 26 OCTOBER

Plenary Session I

Opening Ceremony 

Chairperson: Mr. Alisher Ikramov, Secretary-General 

of the National Commission of Uzbekistan for UNESCO

09:30-10:00 Welcome speech by Mr.  Rustam 

Kurbanov, Minister of Culture and Sport of  the 

Republic of Uzbekistan

Opening speech by Mr. Suhrob Rafikov, Mayor of 

Samarkand city

Mr. Michael Barry Lane, Head of UNESCO Tashkent 

Office 

Mr. Francis Childe, Chief of Asia & Pacific Unit, 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre

Mrs. Khadicha Tashbayeva, Director of International 

Institute for Central Asia Search

 

Plenary Session II 

Introduction 

Chairperson: Mr. Michael Barry Lane, Head of 

UNESCO Tashkent Office

10:10-10:50  Introduction to objectives of the 

workshop and adoption of the programme: Mr. Francis 

Childe & Mr. Feng Jing (WHC)

10:50-11:10   Discussion

11:30-12:10   Plenary Session III 

Modality of Nomination Chairperson: 

Representative of Kazakhstan

Possible nomination strategy/modality for Serial 

Nomination of Central Asia Silk Roads: Mrs. Susan 

Denyer 

12:10-13:00 D i s c u s s i o n

Plenary Session IV 

Identification of Heritage Themes and Sites 

Chairperson: Representative of Kyrgyzstan 

14:30-15:30   Major Heritage themes and sites 

along the Central Asian Silk Roads: Mr. Karl Baipakov, 

Director of  Institute of Archaeology, Academy of 

Science of Kazakhstan   

15:30-16:00   D i s c u s s i o n

Plenary Session V State of Conservation of major 

Silk Roads sites in Central Asia

Chairperson: Representative of Tajikistan

16:30-17:20   State of Conservation and nomination 

challenges of Silk Roads sites in Central Asia: Mrs. 

Elena Khorosh, Head of the Division for Management 

Planning on Cultural Heritage Sites, State Institute for 

Scientific Research and Planning on Monuments of 

Material Culture (NIPI PMK)

17:20-18:00 D i s c u s s i o n

  27 OCTOBER 

Plenary Session VI 

Progress report on Chinese Silk Roads nomination 

Chairperson: Representative of Uzbekistan

09:00-09:40   Results of the Turfan workshop held 

in August 2006 concerning the Chinese Silk Roads 

nomination: the Chinese delegation

Plenary Session VII 

Policy, priority and major achievements 

09:40-12:30   Each State Party delivered a short 

presentation on their policy, priority and major 

achievements in the past concerning the Silk Roads 

nomination: Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Kazakhstan

Plenary Session VIII 

Group Work

14:00-17:00   The participants divided into groups 

developed concrete nomination modality for Central 

Asia Silk Roads 

Presentation of the conclusions of the group work 

17:00-18:00   Presentation of Digital Central Asian 

Archaeological Data Base: Dr. Sebastian Stride, 

University of Barcelona and MAHFOUZ de Bactriane

 28 OCTOBER

Plenary Session IX Final Session

Chairperson: Mr. Francis Childe

09:00-10:40   Preparation of the final documents of 

the Action Plan to be adopted.

Adoption of the Action Plan 

14:00-17:30   Working visit to the Samarkand     

World Heritage site
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2007, 16-18 April, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

3rd UNESCO Sub-Regional Workshop on the World Heritage Serial 

Nomination of the Silk Roads 

Background 

Recently a UNESCO Sub-regional Workshop on 

the World Heritage Serial Nomination for Central 

Asian Silk Roads was held from 25-31 October 2006 in 

Samarkand, Uzbekistan, following up on initiatives set 

forth at the Turfan meeting and aiming to agree upon 

a general strategy on how to proceed with the Silk 

Roads nominations in both Central Asia and in China. It 

was agreed that practical guidance and a conceptual 

framework paper (hereafter called Concept Paper) 

would be developed to assist the concerned countries 

with the complex World Heritage nomination of cultural 

heritage properties along the Silk Roads. 

The workshop,  held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan on 

16-18th  April of 2007, brought together the relevant 

authorities of each State Party in the sub-region 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan), China, as well as international experts from 

UNESCO and ICOMOS.  

The objectives of the workshop were:

-   to agree on and adopt the Concept Paper 

and strategic approach for the serial World Heritage 

nomination of the “Silk Roads”;

-   to identify potential sites for the serial nomination; 

-   to elaborate on the modality of the serial 

nomination; and 

-   to establish the political commitment of the States 

Parties in the sub-region regarding the serial nomination.
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On behalf of the State Parties of:

People’s Republic of China

Republic of Kazakhstan

Republic of Kyrgyzstan

Republic of Tajikistan

Republic of Uzbekistan

April, 2007, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Updated text after the Consultation meeting in Xi’an 

(China, June 2008)

Adopted in Almaty, 2009
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1   The Silk Roads        
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1.2 The Geography of the Silk Roads

1.3 The History of the Silk Roads
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A CONCEPT  
for the World Heritage Serial Nomination of 
the SILK ROADS  in  CENTRAL ASIA  and  CHINA

0. INTRODUCTION

The  Silk Roads are routes of integration, exchange and 

dialogues between East and West that have contributed 

greatly to the common prosperity of human civilizations 

over more than two millennia.

The potential for sites linked to the Silk Roads within 

Central Asia, China, and countries further east and 

west, to be considered together as a serial World 

Heritage nomination, has been under discussion for 

several years.

In 1988 UNESCO launched its Integral Study of the Silk 

Roads: Roads of Dialogue project as part of the World 

Decade for Cultural Development. Its object was to 

highlight the complex cultural interactions which arose 

from the encounters between East and West and helped 

to shape the multiple identity and the rich common 

heritage of Eurasia. Through international scientific 

expeditions, seminars and meetings and by adopting a 

multidisciplinary approach, the project was designed to 

promote research on subjects related to the study of the 

Silk Roads. By virtue of the synergy established at every 

stage between researchers and the media and the 

concrete nature and visibility of its activities and results, 

the project renewed interest in the Silk Roads worldwide. 

Combining science with media coverage, five 

international scientific expeditions were carried out:

-  The Desert Route from Xi’an to Kashgar  (July–August 

1990);

-  The Maritime Route from Venice to Osaka (October 

1990–March 1991); 

-  The Steppe Route in Central Asia (April–June 1991);

-  The Nomads' Route in Mongolia (July–August 1992);

-  The Buddhist Route, Part I – Nepal (September 1995).

The interest aroused by this project led to consideration 

being given to the possibility of inscribing all or part of 

the Silk Roads network on the World Heritage List, and 

as a result a number of missions and meetings have 

taken place in recent years. Among those concentrating 

largely on the Chinese section of the Silk Roads were 

the UNESCO missions in August 2003 and July 20041  

and the Stakeholders Consultation Workshop organized 

jointly by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre and 

the State Administration for Cultural Heritage of the 

People’s Republic of China, in collaboration with the 

Administration of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region 

and Turfan (Tulufan) Administrative Prefecture, in August 

2006. 

In particular, several expert workshops have been held 

in Central Asia and China since 2002; within China, 

detailed assessments have been completed to permit 

approximately 45 sites to be considered part of this 

potential serial nomination. In November 2005, a 

UNESCO sub-regional workshop for the follow-up of 

the 2003 World Heritage Periodic Reporting Exercise 

for Central Asia was held in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The 

workshop participants, representing the States Parties 

of the Sub-Region, adopted an action plan that gave 

top priority to the Serial Nomination of “Central Asia 

Silk Roads”. Further support for this approach was 

expressed at a workshop held in Turfan, China in August 

2006, attended by fifty participants from Central Asian 

countries, China, and UNESCO. This meeting also 

provided the opportunity to formally present the work 

being undertaken in China on the potential Silk Roads 

nomination. 

In October 2006,  at the UNESCO Sub-Regional 

Workshop on Serial Nomination for the Central 

Asian Silk Roads held in Samarkand (Uzbekistan) , the 

following strategy was approved by the States Parties in 

attendance:

1. Develop an overall Concept Document, for the Silk 

Roads as a whole and also any defined sub-sections, 

justifying the Outstanding Universal Value of the whole, 

which could be submitted to the World Heritage 

Committee at the same time as the first nomination, or 

even before.

2. Revise and harmonise the Tentative Lists for all 

Central Asian countries at a workshop in one of the 

Central Asian countries.

3. Agree on an approach to, and timescale for, a first 

nomination of sites in Central Asia and China.

4. Prepare a group of guidance documents to 

create a ‘template’ (standard format) for Silk Roads 

nominations.

5. Develop coordinated approaches to management 

and tourism strategies.

6. Prepare an overall Resource Plan.

_____________________________
 1. Feng Jing & R. van Oers: UNESCO Missions to Chinese Section of the Silk Road. 
A systematic approach towards World Heritage Nomination. August 2003 and 
July 2004 (UNESCO Report CLT-2006/WS/10)
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7. Develop a Sponsorship Proposal.

8. Define coordination between Central Asia and 

China.

In April 2007, at a UNESCO Sub-Regional Workshop 

on the Serial Nomination of the Silk Roads (Dusnahbe, 

Tajikistan), this Concept paper was approved by the five 

participating countries: the Republics of Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan and the People’s 

Republic of China. In June 2008, this paper was 

amended during a UNESCO Consultation Workshop 

took place in Xi’an, China. 

In spite of its remarkable historical background and 

numerous historic/cultural sites in the sub-region, 

Central Asia remains one of the most under-represented 

regions on the World Heritage List: to date, the sub-

region, with 5 countries, has only 8 cultural sites already 

inscribed, while today, there are878 sites on the World 

Heritage List (679 cultural, 174 natural and 25 mixed 

sites in 145 countries as of July 2008). At the present 

time there are no cultural or natural heritage properties 

in Kyrgyzstan or Tajikistan on the World Heritage List.

It is considered that the “Silk Roads” serial and 

transnational World Heritage nomination is one of the 

most promising concepts to correctly recognise the 

heritage value of a wealth of cultural heritage sites in 

Central Asia. With the support of the States Parties 

from the sub-region, this concept has been developed 

in order to appropriately represent the rich cultural 

heritage of the sub-region on the World Heritage List.

Whilst this Paper addresses the question of potential Silk 

Roads sites in these specific countries, it is universally 

acknowledged (see 2.2 below) that the network of 

routes to which the name of the Silk Roads has been 

applied crossed the frontiers of at least fifteen modern 

countries between Asia, particularly China and the 

Mediterranean. This Paper is intended to provide a 

paradigm for the eventual identification and inscription 

of cultural properties along the entire route. 

In the first instance it is suggested that once the Concept 

Paper has been agreed to by the World Heritage 

Committee, the first sites to be nominated will be those 

located in Central Asia and China, and then as a 

second step, sites will be considered from further r west 

towards the Mediterranean, as well as towards the 

geographical area comprising the Indian subcontinent 

and environs, including Afghanistan, India, Pakistan and 

further eastern countries including Korea and Japan. 

0.1  Objectives and Significances of the Proposed 

Nomination

All participants at the Silk Roads workshops see the 

transnational serial nomination as offering opportunities  

to further contemporary international exchange, 

friendship, and cooperation, and promote common 

prosperity, 

in a way that respects history while recognizing today’s 

realities.

The sites put forward will recognize and respect 

cultural diversity, interaction and integration among 

diverse cultures in the world, and have the capacity to 

demonstrate mutual exchange and mutual promotion 

in the fields of trade, science and technology, as well as 

arts and cultural heritage in a way that contributes to 

friendship and mutual understanding. 

The nomination of the Silk Roads is launched in the 

hope that relevant nations can recognize the history of 

their linked cultural development while respecting and 

advocating common progress of human civilizations on 

the basis of diversity.

 

 THE SILK ROADS

1.1  Overview

The network of land routes and settlements stretching 

from East Asia to the Mediterranean and down into 

the Indian subcontinent was not only the medium for 

the two-way transfer of many types of trade goods for 

nearly two millennia, it also represents the history and 

culture of many societies and the time honoured social 

and cultural exchanges between East and West. As 

such it is unquestionably a worthy candidate for World 

Heritage Listing. 

These routes were a complex communication system, 

seen as wholly utilitarian and not requiring a name. 

They were given the name by which they are commonly 

known, the Silk Roads, as recently as 1877 by Baron 

Ferdinand von Richthofen, one of the group of European 

Mapping 
the Silk Roads.
(by Tim Williams, 
Institute of 
Archaeology, UCL)

The Silk Roads  in 

Antiquity 

2nd -3rd cc. AD

(Main roads only)

______________________________________________   
2. Von Richthofen’s title (Seidestrassen) is plural, but the singular form has pre  
    vailed until comparatively recently.

scholars and explorers working in Turkestan in the 

second half of the 19th century2. Whilst it is undeniably 

a romantic and evocative title, it is a misleading one: 

Chinese silk was unquestionably one of the most 

valuable products being traded, but there was a 

dazzling array of other trade goods that moved along 

these routes – precious metals and stones, ceramics, 

perfumes, paper, ornamental woods, and spices in 

return for cotton and wool textiles, glass, wine, amber, 

and carpets and the celebrated horses of the Ferghana 

Valley.

But much more than trade goods circulated along the 

Silk Roads. Buddhism spread from India as far as Japan 

and latter-day Turkmenistan along the Silk Roads. It was 

by means of the Silk Roads that Judaism,  Islam and 

Nestorian Christianity travelled from the Mediterranean 

to China, and likewise Zoroastrianism and 

Manichaeanism from Persia. Scientific and technological 

developments were also diffused by this route. From 

China came, for example, paper, printing, gunpowder, 

cast iron, the crossbow, the magnetic compass, and 

porcelain, whilst engineering developments (particularly 

bridge-building), the cultivation and working of cotton, 

tapestry weaving, calendrical sciences, vine cultivation, 

as well as certain glazing and metal working techniques 

came from the west. There was also a substantial two-

way exchange of medical knowledge and medicines, as 

well as of what are now seen as universal fruit and other 

food crops. 

Evidence to support the nature and definition of  the 

Silk Roads as major international passages of goods, 

people and ideas comes from historical records 

historical sites, archaeological sites and artefacts, and 

the physical fabric of the routes. 

For instance there are  over 70,000 extant manuscripts 

for the Chinese section of the Eastern Silk Roads alone 

including diplomatic and military reports in the Chinese 

written histories of the period. Hundreds of Buddhist 

monks from China made pilgrimages to India to bring 

back sacred texts, and their travel diaries are an 

invaluable source of information. The diary of Fa Xian, 

for example, describes a 14-year voyage between 399 

and 414, whilst the 25 year journal of Xuan Zang  lasted 

from 629 to 654. There are also accounts by Persians 

and Turkic travellers of the period. The Arab traveller 

‘Ibn Battutah was in Balkh and Samarkand in the mid 

14th century. The most readable account of the trade 

in silk and its preparation is to be found in Marco Polo’s 

account of his travels in China and its neighbouring 

countries from 1271 to 1292. Other 13th century 

European visitors were Giovanni da Pian del Carpini, 

sent by Pope Innocent IV in 1245–47, and William of 

Rubruck, a Flemish Franciscan monk sent by Saint Louis 

from 1253 to 12553. In addition to these accounts, there 

is a vast treasury of archaeological artefacts, including 

tens of thousands of manuscripts in over twenty 

languages and scripts and hundreds of inscriptions.

1.2  The Geography of the Silk Roads

It is generally recognized that the original starting 

place of the Silk Road in East was Chang’an (present-

day Xi’an) and Luoyang was added later. In its early 

stage, the Silk Road stretched from Xi’an westwards,  

later forking into several major routes leading to east 

Asia, to northwest Asia, southeast Asia and south 

Asia respectively. In addition, maritime routes were 

developed as the Silk Roads evolved.

Major routes testified by historical evidences include 

desert routes, steppe routes, and maritime routes as 

well as Buddhist routes from east Asia, northwest and 

southwest parts of China to Central Asia and South Asia 

respectively which have attracted extensive attention 

nowadays. 

From east to west the Silk Roads pass from the fertile 

central plains of China through the Gansu/Hexi corridor 

into lands lying to the north and south of the mountain 

ranges of the Tian Shan. 

Chinese texts suggest that the main route passed along the southern edge of the 
Taklamakan to the Pamirs, where it passed though the “hanging passages” in the 
region of Gilgit and on to the Indus.  It is likely that there was some traffic along 
the north side of the Taklamakan fairly early on (but not shown here).

There was also traffic from the West into Central Asia, through Merv, Balkh, etc. 
some probably travelled on the northern route via Afrisab, while others passed 

through the Alay Valley and then eastward.

Background imagery was found at: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/ Background imagery was found at: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/

______________________________________________   
3. It should not be overlooked, however, that there exists a considerable body of 
literary and archival material that is available only in Chinese.
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The southern route forks again to travel on either 

side of the desolate, arid Taklamakan Desert, to join 

again at Kashgar (Kashi). From there, a southern route 

went through the Karakorum to Northern India, with a 

branch through Pamir, central and southern Tajikistan, 

a middle route went through the Alay to Balkh and Iran 

via Merv or India via Kabul, and a northern route went 

through Ferghana to Samarkand, and up to the Upper 

Zeraphshan Valley where a northern road passes up the 

Amu Darya (Oxus) valley between the Aral and Caspian 

Seas to reach ports on the Black Sea such as Trebizond. 

From Samarkand also a southern route traverses the 

steppe lands of Central Asia to Merv and thence leads 

to Teheran and across Mesopotamia via Ctesiphon 

and Palmyra to Mediterranean ports such as Tyre and 

Antioch4. 

There are also important routes that cross the mountain 

ranges into the Indian sub-continent that should be 

considered to belong to the Silk Roads network. The 

most westerly of these leaves the main route at Balkh 

in ancient Bactria  and crosses the Hindu Kush to reach 

modern Afghanistan and Pakistan via Kabul and Taxila 

to enter the Indus floodplain. In addition there are some 

minor ancient roads that connect with the main routes 

in the countries of the Caucasus and in Israel, for which 

a secondary case for inclusion in any potential serial 

nomination might be put forward5.  

All the States Parties concerned have agreed on the 

preparation of a series of maps which define those 

parts of the ancient and medieval east–west trade 

network that are accepted as the major trade arteries. 

These maps should not preclude any eventual revision 

or extension in response to the discovery of new 

archaeological or historical data.

1.3  The History of the Silk Roads

The generally recognized starting time of the Silk Road 

is 138 BC when Emperor Wudi of the Western Han 

Dynasty dispatched Zhang Qian to the West Region. 

Evolutions in following different historical periods should 

be also recognized, in particular, prosperous exchanges 

between East and West since the 6th century AD, 

during the Tang, Song and Yuan dynasties as well as the 

Mongolian Period. 

Based on these historical facts, it is generally recognized 

that the original starting place of the Silk Road in East 

was Chang’an (present-day Xi’an) and Luoyang was 

added later. In its early stage, the Silk Road stretched 

from Xi’an to West and later it forked into several major 

routes leading to east Asia, Northwest Asia, Southeast 

Asia and South Asia respectively. In addition, maritime 

routes were developed as the Silk Road evolved. 

Major routes testified by historical evidences include 

desert routes, steppe routes, maritime routes as well 

as Buddhist routes from east Asia, northwest and 

southwest parts of China to Central Asia and South Asia 

respectively which have attracted extensive attention 

nowadays. 

Routes within the boundary of China that Chinese 

representatives put forward are all based on full and 

accurate evidences and extensively recognized by their 

international counterparts. 

There has until recently been general acceptance of the 

2nd century BCE as the starting date for the Silk Roads. 

It was in 138 BCE that Emperor Wudi of the Western 

Han Dynasty dispatched General Zhang Qian to the 

West Region to recruit Yuezhi people in his struggle 

against the Huns. It was not until thirteen years later that 

Zhang returned to the Han capital, Chang’an (modern 

Xi’an), sole survivor of his original force of one hundred 

men, but with priceless information about the regions 

lying to the west. 

This is a convenient starting point, but it ignores the fact 

that archaeological excavations have revealed that 

there had been considerable interaction between the 

nomadic peoples of the steppes of Central Asia, not 

only between themselves but also with western China 

and the lands of the Mediterranean, for centuries before 

Zhang’s mission. However, the undeniable fact that 

these were non-urban peoples militates against there 

having been what was to become a clearly delineated 

system of routes before the 1st century BCE. Similarly, 

there is abundant evidence that a road system had 

The Silk Roads  
5th -8th cc. AD
(Main roads only)

The Silk Roads  

5th -8th cc. AD

(Main roads only)

been constructed in the territories lying farther west that 

had been conquered by Alexander the Great in the 

4th century BCE, a system which began with a military 

purpose but which was quickly adopted by merchants 

from both Central Asia and the Mediterranean. There 

can be no doubt that silk was being transported outside 

China, as shown by archaeological finds from central 

Asia, well before 138 BCE, such as the silk reliably 

dated to around 1500 BCE that has been found in 

Bactria (latter-day Afghanistan). In setting a date 

when the Silk Roads could be said to have become 

a major trade artery, it would seem appropriate to 

consider when there was a degree of control or safety 

to allow sustainable, structured trade, and when it 

was worthwhile to carry high value goods over long 

distances, particularly across the Pamirs. 

The routes prospered from exchanges between East 

and West during the Tang, Song and Yuan dynasties as 

well as the Mongolian Period.  By as early as the late 8th 

century CE several factors interacted so as to devalue 

the significance of the land routes. Seaborne trade from 

ports in contemporary Fujian and Guangdong was 

flourishing, whilst both silkworms and the knowledge 

of sericulture had been smuggled out of China to 

Central Asia, Europe and Japan, bringing the Chinese 

monopoly to an end. When Ulugh Beg, grandson 

of Timur the Great, died in 1449, the strong control 

exercised by the Timurid Empire over Central Asia came 

to an end and caravans travelling along the Silk Roads 

were continually attacked and looted. 

The date when the Silk Roads ceased for all practical 

purposes to function as a viable communication 

network is equally debatable. It is virtually impossible 

to assign a precise date to the end of the Silk Roads. 

However, the insecurity on the overland routes and the 

success of the Chinese mercantile fleets from the 16th 

century onwards meant that by the end of that century 

this great trading and cultural link between east and 

west was no longer functioning. In the first instance, 

therefore, a chronological range for the Silk Roads of 

the end of the 2nd century BCE to the 16th century CE is 

proposed, without prejudice to the addition of sites from 

outside that period where a strong case can be made 

for inclusion in the eventual World Heritage site. During 

these centuries there was integrity about the Silk Roads 

that was defined by then scale of the trade that passed 

along it in both directions, coupled with relative political 

and economic stability at its eastern and western 

extremities, in China and the eastern Mediterranean. 

Within this time frame not all parts of the route operated 

at all times and there were periods of greater and lesser 

activity, related to different areas. 

2  STRATEGIES FOR NOMINATING THE SILK 

ROADS TO THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST

2.1 The Scope of the Silk Roads: types of property

Where relevant to the dialogue and exchange qualities 

of the Silk Roads, all major elements relevant to the 

distinctive characteristics of the cultural heritage, of the 

Silk Roads will be considered, such as:

-  Cities and towns that controlled and protected trade 

and prospered from it;

-  Settlements, inns and caravanserai constructed to 

accommodate silk road travellers;

-  Mining, metalworking centres and craft sites distinct 

from urban developments;

-  Irrigation and water-management systems related to 

settlements on the Silk Roads;

-  Natural features (e.g. mountain passes);

-  Cultural landscapes (e.g. agricultural hinterland and 

water collection systems that developed to support 

settlements);

-  Shrines and religious sites patronised by travellers, 

of all religions (e.g. Buddhism, Islam, Zoroastrianism, 

Nestorian Christianity, Manichaeism, etc);

-  Forts and other buildings for defending the Silk Roads;

-  Petroglyphs;

-  Tombs and cemeteries directly related to the Silk 

Roads settlements and nomadic peoples;

-  Manifestations of creativity;

-  Places that reflect intangible associations, such as 

commemoration of significant historical events, cultural 

diversity, creativity, etc;

-  Geographical routes, landmark natural formations, 

and other relevant remains of the Silk Roads network 

and its landscape that have not been adapted for 

modern traffic, including crossroads. 

-  Other immovable artefacts which testifying to east-

west cultural exchanges along the routes.  

It is agreed that there must be sufficient surviving 

Background imagery was found at: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/Background imagery was found at: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/

______________________________________________   
4. Consideration should also be given to what is known as the Steppe Route, an 
acknowledged ancient trade and cultural link that passed between the Caspian 
and Aral Seas from the 6th century CE onwards.
5. The present study is confined to the land-based routes within the network 
that comprise the Silk Routes. However, serious consideration must be give as a 
second stage in the project to the water routes (by both sea and river) that linked 
central Asia via ports in the South China Sea to East Asia, South-East Asia, the 
Indian Ocean, and the Persian Gulf, and thence further to Africa and central and 
northern Europe.
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physical evidence, in the form of structures, roads, 

earthworks, etc, to support and justify ascription to 

the Silk Roads. A strong case will be made where sites 

are known only by buried archaeological remains and 

there are no visible signs of these remains. The selection 

process will assess the extent of linkage to the Silk 

Roads.

States Parties on the Silk Roads will initiate, where these 

do not exist, inventories of archaeological sites and 

historical monuments on their territories. Every effort will 

be made to ensure that these are broadly compatible. 

The establishment of an overall framework and minimum 

standards will be the responsibility of the proposed 

Steering Committee

2.2 Integration of Existing World Heritage Sites into 

Serial Nominations

At the present time there are ten properties inscribed 

on the World Heritage List situated in China and the 

Central Asian countries that owe their existence to 

their role as oasis towns or religious sites along the Silk 

Roads:

 

China -  Longmen Grottoes, Mogao Caves

Kazakhstan -  Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi 

Turkmenistan - Kunya-Urgench, Merv

Uzbekistan - Bukhara, Khiva (Itchan-Kala), Samar-

cand, Shakhrisyabz

At the present time there are no Silk Road properties in 

Kyrgyzstan or Tajikistan on the List.

There are precedents for both the inclusion and the 

exclusion of existing World Heritage sites into serial 

nominations. Currently the relevant State Parties wish 

most existing sites to be left as individual nominations 

but in future will nominate sites associated with the Silk 

Roads as part of the Serial Nomination. 

3  PROCEDURE 

Relevant countries will proceed step by step in 

accordance with nomination procedures as set out in 

Operational Guidelines, based on specific conditions 

in their own countries and with the coordination and 

assistance offered by the World Heritage Centre and 

ICOMOS. 

Current actions by China and the five Central Asia 

countries will be encouraged and supported, to 

complete preparations within their own countries, 

through submitting and harmonising tentative lists for the 

joint nomination and then developing their nominations.

As the key underlying concept of the proposed Silk 

Roads nominations is one of serial cultural heritage, 

linking diverse elements, it is essential that the 

development of nominations respects the opinions of 

individual State Parties and is undertaken in the spirit of 

cooperation.

It is also essential that the nominations are put forward 

based on the best possible scientific knowledge and 

research and be based on the integrated studies of 

the Silk Roads. To this end, dialogues and exchanges 

pertaining to the nominations, such as expert study 

tours, academic seminars, publications, publicity 

campaigns and cooperation initiatives on heritage 

conservation, will be encouraged, when resources 

allow.  

3.1  Harmonization of Tentative Lists and 

Nominations

3.1.1  Tentative Lists

New procedures have been introduced for the 

presentation of Silk Roads properties in Tentative Lists. 

These will not be presented as individual sites but 

as components of a subsidiary list under the overall 

heading of ‘Silk Roads sites in [name of State Party].’ 

Proposed criteria for inscription will be shown for the 

overall site, with extra criteria, where appropriate, for 

individual sites. The overall criteria will be those agreed 

with other States Parties collaborating in the nomination. 

Each National Tentative List will include a detailed map 

of the Silk Roads in their territory.

3.1.2  Nomination

The Samarkand Sub-Regional Workshop (see 3.1 

above) approved the preparation of a suite of guidance 

documents making up a ‘template’ for Silk Roads 

nominations, to cover the following themes:

a.  Preparation of tentative lists;

The Silk Roads  

13th -14th cc. AD

(Main roads only)

b.  Documentation;

c.  Definition of boundaries  and buffer zones;

d.  Preparation of statements of significance and 

justification of outstanding universal value, including 

relevant criteria;

e.  Authenticity and integrity;

f.  Comparative analysis;

g.  Protection, preservation, and conservation;

h.  Management and management plans;

i.  Approaches to intangible heritage;

j.  Conservation of museum objects;

k.  Tourism.

The proposed templates will set out the World Heritage 

Committee’s requirements with regard to these subjects, 

as set out in the Operational Guidelines, and provide 

detailed commentaries on these, with illustrations where 

appropriate, as they apply to Silk Roads sites. 

All State Parties have agreed to coordinate nominations 

– both the initial nomination and subsequent ones. This 

will be achieved through the Coordinating Committee 

(see below)

3.2 Coordination of Management Provisions

State Parties have set up a Coordinating Committee 

to coordinate nominations and overall management 

arrangements. This is working to the following mandate:

Overall Objective:

•  Promotion of Cultural Heritage Preservation along 

the Silk Roads

Objective:

•  Oversee the implementation and management 

systems for the Silk Roads sites

Functions:

•  Advisory Activities

•  Monitoring

•  Sharing good practice experience 

•  Networking with WHC/ICOMOS & other 

international and regional organisations

Composition:

•  Representatives of national agencies and 

nominated experts or site managers

•  Two representatives from each country

•  International experts

–  by invitation, as observers

Working Modalities:

•  Virtual, electronic methods

•  Face to face contacts

3.3 Outline Timetable

The following draft timetable has been agreed by State 

Parties:

2007     

A p r i l  -  Meeting of States Parties from Central 

Asia and China, Dushanbe (Tajikistan): 

•  Approval of Concept Paper

•  Initial harmonization of Tentative Lists

•  First Meeting of Coordinating Committee

N o v e m b e r  -  Management Plan Workshop in 

Astana (Kazakhstan)

 

2008 

Ja n u a r y  2 0 0 8  -   Submission of Concept 

Paper to World Heritage Centre

April (tentatively) Meeting of States Parties from China 

and Central Asia, Xi’an (China)

•  Harmonization of Nominations

•  Selection of first serial nomination to include 

possibly at least two States Parties

J u l y  2 0 0 8  Presentation of Concept Paper to 

World Heritage Committee

September  Pilot workshop on GIS-based 

database

2009

J a n u a r y  -  Submission of first serial nomination  

to UNESCO (to include at least two States Parties)

A u t u m n  -  Evaluation of nominated properties 

by Advisory Body(ies)

2010

J u l y  -  Consideration of first serial nomination 

by World Heritage Committee (to include at least two 

States Parties)

 

4  RECOMMENDATIONS

1.  The network of routes and settlements stretching 

from East Asia to the Mediterranean and down into the 

Indian subcontinent was the medium for the two-way 

transfer of ideas as well as trade goods for nearly two 

millennia, and as such it is unquestionably a worthy 

candidate for World Heritage Listing.

The Mongol conquests 

reunified large stretches 

of the Silk Roads, which 

had been more segmented 

between the ninth and 13th 

centuries, and there was a 

revival of traffic.  The shift 

went further north, with the 

steppe route being at least 

as important as the road 

through Samarkand and 

Merv.  Many of the older 

routes to the south were 

still in existence but less 

important than they had 

been.

The Silk Roads
13th/14th century AD

Background imagery was found at: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/ Background imagery was found at: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/
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2.  All the States Parties concerned have agreed on 

a map which defines those parts of the ancient and 

medieval east–west trade network that are accepted 

as the major trade arteries. This map includes the 

main routes between East Asia and the eastern 

Mediterranean. More precise maps for each individual 

country have been prepared as part of the Tentative 

Lists review.

3.  The Silk Roads nomination should be conceived as 

a spatial corridor along which cultural and commercial 

exchanges took place..

4.  A chronological range for the Silk Roads from the 

late 2nd century BCE to the 16th century CE is proposed 

in the first instance, without prejudice to the potential for 

the addition of sites from outside that period where a 

strong case can be made for extensions to the eventual 

World Heritage site.

5.  States Parties have initiated, where these do not 

exist, inventories of archaeological sites and historical 

monuments on their territories. Every effort will be made 

to ensure that these are broadly compatible and that the 

preparation of national inventories and databases uses 

standardized data subsets, and is compatible with the 

proposed regional network.

6.  State Parties wish most existing single-site World 

Heritage properties that are part of the Silk Roads to 

remain as individual World Heritage sites. In future, 

properties associated with the Silk Roads will be 

nominated as part of the Serial nomination. .

7.  Full agreement has been secured between States 

Parties on the following  fundamental principles:

i. The basic criteria applicable to the entire eventual 

Silk Roads World  Heritage property.

ii. The specific routes that will be considered to make 

up the eventual World Heritage property.

iii. The categories of individual properties that will be 

considered for inclusion.

8.  A Coordinating Committees has been set up, to 

advise on the harmonization of Silk Roads Tentative Lists 

and Nominations for the Central Asian countries and 

China. 

9.  A suite of guidance documents is being prepared, 

making up a ‘template’ for Silk Roads nominations.

10.  An overall management policy that is applied on 

all the properties on the eventual Silk Roads World 

Heritage site is being developed by the Coordinating 

Committee. This will define broad management 

parameters and objectives, the implementation of which 

would be the responsibility of individual States Parties in 

conformity with their national legislation, conservation, 

and management systems.

11.  The properties chosen for the first nominations will 

be as representative as possible of the diverse heritage 

of the Silk Roads.

12.  The first nominations will be submitted jointly by 

China and one or more of the Central Asian States 

Parties.

13.  Opportunities for local social and economic 

development will be recognized as factors in the 

selection of sites for inclusion on national Silk Roads 

tentative lists.

14.  The strategy being followed for the Silk Roads 

nomination will address the creation of management 

planning capacity projects and the transference of skills 

on a regional scale, focusing in particular on smaller 

sites, landscapes, buried archaeological sites, and 

research institutions.

CHILDE, World Heritage Centre, on behalf of Prof. 

Tim WILLIAMS, Institute of Archaeology, University of 

College of London 

09:40-10:30. Inventories, Tentative Lists for 

Silk Roads World Heritage Serial Nomination 

Procedure, by Mr. Feng JING, World Heritage 

Centre 

11:00-12:30. Discussion on Maps, Inventories 

and Tentative Lists. Group Work on Silk Roads World 

Heritage Serial Nomination. Chairperson:  Mr. Roland 

LIN, World Heritage Centre & Mr. Yuri PESHKOV, 

UNESCO Almaty Office 

14:00-18:00. The participants will divide into three 

groups to discuss more in detail (1). the Inventories and 

Tentative Lists (chaired by Feng Jing and Karl Baipakov, 

assisted by Ainura Tentieva); (2). Management Plan 

Preparation for Silk Roads Sites (chaired by Barry Lane 

and Elena Korosh) and (3). Modality for Silk Roads 

World Heritage Serial Nomination (chaired by Susan 

Denyer and Yuri Peshkov)

18 APRIL. Plenary Session V Presentation of the 

conclusions of the group work from State Parties : 

Workplan and Timetable. Chairperson: Mr. Francis 

CHILDE, World Heritage Centre & Prof. Karl Baipakov, 

UNESCO Regional Expert 

09:00-12:00. Each State Party delivers a short 

presentation on their conclusions of the group work 

in relation to the Inventories the Tentative Lists, the 

Management Plan Preparation for Silk Roads Sites 

and Modality for Silk Roads World Heritage Serial 

Nomination

Plenary Session VI Final Session. Chairperson:       

Mr. Feng JING, World Heritage Centre & Mr. Yuri 

Peshkov, UNESCO Almaty Office

14:00 – 15:30. Presentation of the final documents 

of the Concept Paper to be adopted

16:00 – 17:00. Adoption of the Concept 

Paper 

17:00 – 17:30. C o n c l u s i o n

 P R O G R A M M E

16 APRIL. Plenary Session I. 

Opening Ceremony. Chairperson: Mrs. Munzifa 

BABADJANOVA , Secretary-General, National 

Commission of Tajikistan for UNESCO

14:00 -15:00. Welcome speech by Mr. Karamatullo 

OLIMOV, Chairman, National Commission of Tajikistan 

for UNESCO, State Adviser to the President of the 

Republic of Tajikistan on Social Issues.

Opening speeches by Minister of Culture, Tajikistan, 

Mr. Francis CHILDE, Chief of Asia & Pacific Unit, 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre.

Introduction of the participants 

Plenary Session II. Introduction 

Chairperson: Mr. Karamatullo OLIMOV, Chairman, 

National Commission of Tajikistan for UNESCO, State 

Adviser to the President of the Republic of Tajikistan on 

Social Issues

15:00-15:30. Introduction to objectives of 

the workshop and adoption of the programme.                  

Mr. Francis CHILDE & Mr. Feng JING, World Heritage 

Centre

15:30 – 16:00. Introduction of output of last 

Samarkand.

Workshop: Mrs. Susan DENYER, ICOMOS 

& Mrs. Elena KOROSH, UNESCO Regional 

Expert

Plenary Session III Presentation of Draft Concept 

Paper. Chairperson:   Mr. Francis CHILDE, World 

Heritage Centre & Prof. Karl Baipakov, UNESCO 

Regional Expert

16:30-17:10. Presentation of Draft Silk Roads World 

Heritage Serial Nomination Concept Paper by Mrs. 

Susan DENYER, ICOMOS, on behalf of  Prof. Henry 

CLEERE, UNESCO Consultant 

17:10-18:00 D i s c u s s i o n

17 APRIL. Plenary Session IV.

Inventories, Tentative Lists and Mapsfor Silk Roads 

World Heritage Serial Nomination. Chairperson: Ms. 

Susan DENYER, ICOMOS & Mrs. Elena KOROSH, 

UNESCO Regional Expert

09:00-09:40. Presentation of Draft Maps for Silk 

Roads World Heritage Serial Nomination by Mr. Francis 

The data comes from the Old World Trade Routes 

(OWTRAD) Project.  See http://www.ciolek.com/

owtrad.html 

See the data & copyright details at: http://www.

ciolek.com/OWTRAD/DATA/tmc-nodes-HALT.html 

Dataset: tmc-nodes-HALT-link.kml

Caravan halting places (code HALT = halting places) 

in Eurasia and Northern Africa c. 500 BCE-2000 CE. 

This & next images to show complexity and scale of 

small sites and thus inferred routes.

The data comes from the Old World Trade Routes 

(OWTRAD) Project.  See http://www.ciolek.com/

owtrad.html 

See the data & copyright details at: http://www.

ciolek.com/OWTRAD/DATA/tmc-nodes-RHSE.html 

Dataset: tmc-nodes-RHSE-link.kml

Funduks/fondacos/residential loggias, hospices/inns, 

and caravanserais/khans (code RHSE = resthouses) in 

Eurasia and Northern Africa c. 500 BCE-2000 CE. 
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Background imagery was found at: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/ Background imagery was found at: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/
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2008, 2-3 June, Xi’an, China

4th Unesco Sub-Regional Workshop On The Serial World Heritage 

Nomination Of The Silk Roads

The workshop brought together the relevant 

authorities of each State Party in Central Asia 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 

and Uzbekistan) and China, representatives from 

Afghanistan, Iran, Italy, Japan and Mongolia as well as 

international experts from UNESCO and ICOMOS. 

The objectives of the workshop were to: 

- Review actions taken by the participating States 

Parties in implementing the Recommendation put 

forward in the Concept Document.

- Encourage and support current actions by China 

and the Central Asian countries in completing the 

preparations, with their own countries, Tentative Lists of 

cultural heritage sites along the Silk Roads for a serial 

and transnation World Heritage nomination

- Present and harmonize national Tentative Lists for 

the serial World Heritage nomination by agreeing on 

the categories of individual sites that will be considered 

for inclusion. 

- Select specific routes that will be considered to 

make up the first serial World Heritage nomination;

- Update the timetable, develop and agree on 

the workplan for preparing serial World Heritage 

nomination(s);

- Prepare and agree upon on the statement of 

Outstanding Universal Value for the Silk Roads sites, 

identifying the criteria for inscription and assessing the 

conditions of authenticity and integrity. 

- Prepare a guiding document on the management 

of the serial and transnational World Heritage 

nomination of the Silk Roads. 
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The Silk Roads are routes of integration, exchange 

and dialogue between East and West that have 

contributed greatly to the common prosperity of 

humankind for almost 2 millennia. The whole of the 

route is more than the sum of its constituent parts. 

Flourishing in particular between the 2nd century 

BC and end of the 16th century AD, this network of 

routes, started initially from Chang’an (present-day 

Xi’an)and ultimately stretching from East Asia to the 

Mediterranean in the west, and down into the Indian 

subcontinent, facilitated and generated a two-way 

intercontinental trade in a dazzling array of trading 

goods. Of these, Chinese silk was among the most 

valuable, but it included materials such as precious 

metals and stones, ceramics, perfumes, ornamental 

woods, and spices in return for cotton and wool textiles, 

glass, wine, amber, carpets and the celebrated horses. 

This trade connected various civilizations, persisted 

over centuries and was sustained by a system of 

caravanserais, commercial settlements, trade cities and 

forts along its entire length of more than 10,000 km, 

which makes it arguably the longest cultural route in the 

history of humanity. 

But much more than trading goods was transported 

over the network of Silk Roads. Buddhism, Judaism, 

Islam and Nestorian, Christianity, Zoroastrianism and 

Manichaeanism spread over the Silk Roads, Scientific 

and technological developments were also diffused 

by these routes, for example from China, paper, 

printing, gunpowder, cast iron, the crossbow, the 

magnetic compass, and porcelain, whilst engineering 

developments (particularly bridge building), the 

cultivation and working of cotton, tapestry weaving, 

calendrial sciences, vine cultivation, as well as certain 

glazing and metal working techniques spread from 

Central Asia, Middle East, Mediterranean and the 

West. There was also a substantial two-way exchange 

of medical knowledge and medicines, as well as of 

what are now seen as universal fruit and other food 

crops. As such, the Silk Roads generated outstanding 

manifestations of global significance in the realms of 

economy, society, culture and the environment. The 

types of monuments, sites and cultural landscapes found 

along the Silk Roads can be categorized under: 

1) Infrastructure (facilitating trade and 

transportation);

2) Production (of trading goods); and

3) Outcomes ( such as cities, art, knowledge as a 

result of contact and exchange).

The property includes outstanding examples of 

types of heritage under these categories.

Attributes include:

• Topographical and natural features

• Urban patterns and architectural designs

• Socio-economic development

• Political events

• Religious and spiritual values

• Achievements in science and technology

• Achievements in the arts (sculpture, painting, 

carving, etc.)

• Intangible heritage

Under Category 1 Infrastructure, the sites among 

others, comprises caravanserais and inns; military 

posts, garrison stations and fortifications; bridges; 

irrigation systems; natural and cultural landmarks. 

Under Category 2 Production the sites reflect mining, 

metal working, manufacturing and handicrafts, and 

other industrial and production sites. Under Category 

3 Outcomes the sites include trade cities, urban centres 

and settlements; religious, spiritual and ceremonial sites 

(including shrines, caves, tombs, sites of pilgrimage); and 

places of associations with political events, transfer of 

ideas, language, music, dance, poetry, etc. 

Inscription of the Silk Roads Cultural Route property 

is justified under*:

• criterion (ii): as the Silk Roads property exhibits 

preeminent interchanges of human values;

• criterion (iii): as the Silk Roads property is an 

outstanding example of the trade and dissemination of 

cultural traditions over long-distances; 

• criterion (iv): as the Silk Roads property contains 

an outstanding example of urban, architectural and 

technological ensembles that was necessary to sustain 

this trade and exchange over almost two millennia;

• criterion (v): as the Silk Roads property bears an 

exceptional testimony to human interactions with the 

environment;

• criterion (vi): as the Silk Roads property is directly 

and tangibly associated with historic and living 

traditions, beliefs and value systems.

Integrity

DRAFT  STATEMENT  of  OUTSTANDING 
UNIVERSAL  VALUE  for  the  SILK ROADS

_____________________________________
* To justify inscription of the Silk Roads property under criterion (i) as well 
depends wholly on a successful argumentation whether this property as a 
whole was the creation of the human genius (as opposed to an outcome 
over time of various factors, some deliberately created by humankind, others 
dependant on random factors that were adapted and incorporated.

The integrity of the nominated Silk Roads Cultural 

Route serial property is related to the presence of all the 

attributes necessary to express its Outstanding Universal 

Value. The aim is to include in the overall property, 

after a number of extensions of the initial nomination, 

attributes that reflect fully the scope of the extensive 

cultural route, in particular its infrastructure, including 

caravansaries, forts, bridges, irrigation, agriculture 

and way markings, its production sites, related to the 

production of high value trade goods such a metal 

mining and metal working, and the outstanding outputs 

of the long distance, profitable trade over almost two 

millennia, in particular cities, towns and sacred

sites and their associations with the exchange of 

knowledge in the fields of science, technology, religion, 

and arts and architecture. 

The boundaries of the nominated sites will 

adequately encompass their attributes.

The robust selection process will ensure that sites 

selected for nomination will not be threatened.

Authenticity

The authenticity of the Silk Roads Cultural Route 

serial property relates to the ability of the individual 

attributes to reflect fully their relationship to the 

outstanding universal value. All the nominated sites will 

be well-researched and documented to demonstrate 

their relationship to the active period of the Silk Roads 

from between 2nd century BC and the end of 16th 

century AD and their outstanding contribution to its 

infrastructure, production or social and economic 

success.

All built remains, archaeological sites and 

landscapes are in good condition and where 

necessary are conserved or restored, or have on-

going conservation programmes, using appropriate 

materials and methods in accordance with conservation 

and archaeological principles and guidelines 

adopted by the Coordinating Committee. There are 

no unacceptable reconstructions. Their links with 

the Silk Roads have not been compromised through 

inappropriate interventions since their period of activity 

and all sites have the ability to manifest clearly their 

associations.

Protection and management

All sites enjoy national protection and have 

adequate buffer zones. The overall management 

system for the extensive Silk Roads Cultural Route 

involves several layers, involving many authorities. 

The over-arching body is the intergovernmental 

Coordinating Committee, whose role is to set out the 

parameters within which nominations are put forward, 

and to develop guidelines, policies and monitoring 

mechanisms to be adopted by all participating State 

Parties on matters such as conservation, presentation 

and cultural tourism. Within each individual 

country, there is a national coordinating body that 

is responsible for coordination between sites. At 

local level, the management of sites varies to reflect 

different arrangements of ownership and of local 

or regional government. However all sites have an 

agreed management plan that sets out clearly how the 

attributes of the site contribute to the overall Silk Routes 

property, and that expresses how their interpretation 

and visitor management are coordinated with other 

sites.

(Adopted in Almaty. 2009)
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DRAFT  TIMEFRAME

China Kazakhstan Kyrgyzstan Tajikistan Turkmenistan Uzbekistan

Concept Paper approved
TL preparation and harmonization  
process started

June 2008
Xian meeting
Desired goals

TL in progress:
- Selection of first sites to be presented 
forward for the 1st phase of serial 
nomination 
- OUV – Silk Road draft
- Agreement on timeframe and 
management mechanisms

OUV – Silk Road draft – discussed – to be drafted by Yelena Khorosh in 
Russian, finalized after SP’s comments

timeframe – was agreed by all countries, resource plan should be established 
management mechanisms – own mechanisms on the National level , 
between countries - function of the Coordination Committee

2008
September

Complete the tentative lists and final 
selection of sites in the 6 countries

+ + + + +

2008 June/ 
July

Coordination Committee members 
identified + established

+ + + + To be 
confirmed

+

2008 Listing of sites in national registry

2008 
after 
training

National legislation framework 
updated 

Approval of 
Protection  
zones is not 
possible in 
2008

2008 
October 

Training for Coordination Committee 
on OUV +comparative analysis 

Proposed 
to host 
one of the 
meetings or 
trainings

2008
Nov

1st training: introduction to overall  
Management Process and stress 
on legislation and on  about 
documentation process 

2008
Dec/Jan

1st   Sub regional technical meeting 
(facilitators)
Boundaries , documentation, 
management system including 
comparative advantage

2009
Jan - Feb

1st  Coordination Committee meeting 
Harmonization of TL
Body responsible identified
OUV - each site
OUV – Silk Road final
Boundaries + legislation 
Documentation

2009 March 2nd training:  on management system

2009 April 2nd Sub regional technical meeting 
(facilitators)
Management measures under 
development

2009
April-May

5th consultation and reporting 
meeting ( in Turkmenistan or 
Kyrgyzstan)

Proposed 
to host this 
meeting in 
April

2009 June 3rd  Sub regional technical meeting 
(facilitators)
Evaluation of dossiers on CA and 
decision on sites to be put forward

2009 July/
August

2nd  Coordination Committee 
meeting
Nomination of each property finalized

2009
15 
September

Submission of completed  
nomination dossier to WHC to check 
completeness

2009 Oct - 
2010 Jan

Updating of the  nomination dossier

Late Jan 
2010 before 
1 Feb 2010

Submission of the  first serial 
nomination

P R O G R A M M E

 2 JUNE

Plenary Session I. Opening Ceremony 

Chairperson: Mr GU Yucai, Director-General, 

Department for the Protection of Monuments and Sites, 

SACH

09:30-10:30. Welcome speech by the Director-

General of China’s State Administration of Cultural 

Heritage or his representative; 

Welcome speech by the representative of Shaanxi 

Provincial Government; 

Opening speech by Mr Francesco Bandarin, 

Director of UNESCO World Heritage

Speech by the representative from the Chinese 

National Commission for UNESCO 

10:30-10:45. Introduction of the participants 

Plenary Session II. Introduction 

11:00-11:30. Introduction to objectives of the 

workshop and adoption of the programme, Mr JING 

Feng, Asia and the Pacific Section, UNESCO World 

Heritage Centre

11:30-12:00. Presentation on the progress of the 

serial and transnational World Heritage nomination of 

the Silk Roads in China and Central Asia (consultation 

meetings, adoption of the Concept Document). Mrs 

Susan DENYER, ICOMOS & Mrs Elena KOROSH, 

UNESCO Regional Expert and/or Mr GUO Zhan, Vice 

President of ICOMOS

12:00-12:30. ICOMOS observations and 

suggestions on the serial and transnational WH 

nomination of the Silk Roads. Mrs Susan DENYER, 

ICOMOS 

Plenary Session III. Presentation by Country 

representatives. Chairperson: M Francesco Bandarin & 

Mr JING Feng, UNESCO 

Each State Party will make a presentation on the 

preparation of the Silk Roads nomination and progress 

made in implementing the Action Plan adopted 

in the Concept Document: national Tentative Lists 

preparation, selection of specific routes for World 

Heritage nomination, draft World Heritage nomination 

(if available) etc.

14:00-18:30. Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,, China, Afghanistan, Iran, 

Japan. Discussions on the formulation of a Coordination 

Group to advise on the harmonization of Silk Roads 

Tentative Lists and WH nomination. 

 

3 JUNE 

Plenary Session IV. Procedures on the presentation 

of Silk Roads sites on the national Tentative Lists 

(agreement on the categories of individual sites that will 

be considered for inclusion). Chairperson: Mrs Susan 

DENYER, ICOMOS &  Mr Yuri Peshkov, UNESCO 

09:00-09:15.  Introduction of Silk Roads Tentative 

List submission Format and serial nomination procedure: 

Mr JING Feng, UNESCO World Heritage Centre

09:15-10:00. Discussion on the preliminary selection 

of specific routes/sites that will be considered to make 

up the first serial World Heritage nomination with an 

agreed list of sites by category. 

10:00-11:00.  Discussion on the preparation of the 

serial World Heritage document: preparing and agree 

upon on statement of Outstanding Universal Value for 

Silk Roads sites, identifying the criteria for inscription 

and assessing the conditions of authenticity and 

integrity.

11:00-12:30.  Updating of the timetable and 

development of a workplan for preparing serial World 

Heritage nomination.

Plenary Work. Preparation of the Silk Roads World 

Heritage Serial Nomination. Chairperson:  Mr GUO 

Zhan and Ms Beatrice, Kaldun, UNESCO Beijing

14:00-18:30.  The participants will focus on the 

Format for the nomination of properties for 

inscription on the World Heritage List to discuss in 

detail to agree upon (1) the justification for inscription 

of Silk Roads and the basic criteria applicable to the 

entire eventual Silk Roads WH nomination; (2) the 

state of conservation of the selected sites; and 

(3) protection and management of the selected 

sites including the management system in force; (4) 

elaboration and formulation of a management 

mechanism for the serial Silk Roads cultural heritage 

sites; (5) Coordination on the preservation of the serial 

Silk Roads sites with the establishment of an efficient 

management mechanism and (6) preparation of a 

guiding document on the management of the 

serial and transnational World Heritage nomination. 
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2009, 18-24 May, Almaty, Kazakhstan

The 5th UNESCO Sub-regional Workshop on the Serial World Heritage 
Nomination of the Silk Roads

I. Introduction

The 5th UNESCO Sub-Regional Workshop on the 

Serial World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads, 

held in Almaty, Kazakhstan from 18 to 24 May 2009, 

brought together 50 representatives from Central Asia 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan), China, India, Iran and Japan, as well as 

5 international experts from the International Institute 

for Central Asian Studies (IICAS, Samarkand), the 

World Heritage Institute of Training and Research 

for the Asia-Pacific Region (WHITRAP, China) and 

representatives from ICOMOS, UNESCO and their 

partner organizations.

The workshop was organized by the UNESCO World 

Heritage Centre (Paris) with the support of the UNESCO 

Almaty Cluster Office, Tashkent Office and the Ministry 

of Culture and Communications of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan and the Kazakh National Commission for 

UNESCO.

This workshop aimed to bring together the relevant 

authorities of each State Party in Central Asia 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 

and Uzbekistan) and China, representatives/experts 

from Afghanistan, India, Iran, Italy, Japan and other 

countries/institutions such as the International Institute for 

Central Asian Studies (IICAS,

Samarkand, Uzbekistan) as well as international 

experts from UNESCO and ICOMOS. Unfortunately, 

representatives from Afghanistan and Italy did not 

participate in the

workshop.

The objectives of the workshop were to: 

i. Review progress made by the participating countries in 

implementing the Action Plan as adopted in Xi’an in June 

2008;

ii. Further develop an agreed statement of outstanding 

universal value for the Silk Roads sites, identifying the 

criteria for inscription and assessing the conditions of 

authenticity and integrity. This will include consideration 

of the arguments that could be used to develop the 

required comparative analysis within the serial World 

Heritage nomination for the Silk Roads, both for the 

property as a whole and to justify the choice of the 

individual sites that compose it;
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iii. Discuss the implications of extending the nomination 

(or the future inscribed property) to sections of the Silk 

Roads in other regions of the world and agree on the 

most appropriate approach and process;

iv. In light of the above, review and harmonize national 

Tentative Lists for the serial World Heritage nomination;

v. Review, and agree on, the most appropriate standards 

for the documentation of the individual sites composing 

the property, as well as the most appropriate mechanism 

for ensuring a coordinated management of all the sites 

which would be part of the Nomination;

vi. Exchange experiences on the preparation of the draft 

World Heritage nomination and agree on the next step 

for the serial WH nomination.

Major achievements of the Almaty Workshop (18-23 
May)

• 5 Central Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan), China, India, Iran, 
Japan agreed on the draft Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value. (See Annex 1)

• The Coordinating Committee, which consists of 
2 representatives per country (from 5 Central Asian 
countries, China, Afghanistan, India, Iran, Japan, and 
Nepal), was established. The ICOMOS International 
Conservation Centre in Xi’an (China) will serve as the 
Secretariat of the Committee. It will have a first meeting 
in China in late October 2009. Afghanistan and Nepal 
should be contacted before officially included in the 
Coordinating Committee. (See Annex 2)

• The expert group was established to maintain 
a momentum and a day-to-day contact for the 
preparation of the nomination dossier.

• An on-line database (website) will be established to 
share information on resources and Tentative Lists.

• It was decided that each participating country 
will update its Tentative List and submit it to the World 
Heritage Centre by the end of September.

• The Tentative List format was revised based on the 
discussions of SOUV and comparative analysis.

• Japan offered financial and technical assistance 
to 5 Central Asian countries to carry out on-site 
documentation and inventory of potential sites.

• ICOMOS International Conservation Centre 
in Xi’an (China) will offer a training course on the 
preparation of the nomination dossier in conjunction 
with the first meeting of the Coordinating Committee.

• The Action Plan adopted in Xi’an (June 2008) was 
revised and updated accordingly. (See Annex 3)

SUMMARY OF THE WORKSHOP 

Plenary Session I: Opening Ceremony
The Workshop started by the speeches by the 

representative of the National Commission of Republic 
of Kazakhstan of UNESCO and ISESCO on behalf of 
the Chairperson, the Chairman of Culture Committee 
on behalf of the Minister of Culture and Information of 
Kazakhstan, Ms Tarja Virtanen, Director of the UNESCO 
Almaty Cluster Office, and Feng Jing on behalf of the 
World Heritage Centre (See Annex 4).

Plenary Session II: Introduction
(Moderated by Mr. Arman Kyrykbaev, Kazakhstan 

and Dr Shahin Mustafaev of IICAS, Category II Institute 
in Uzbekistan) 

World Heritage Centre (hereafter WHC) introduced 
the objectives and working methods of the present 
workshop and made a presentation on the serial 
nomination process of the Silk Roads project.

ICOMOS gave a presentation on the recent trends 
of serial and transboundary nominations and gave her 
observations regarding the Silk Roads nomination as 
follows:

• The Silk Roads are trade routes, along which goods 
and ideas were exchanged. As a cultural route it is 
necessary to define the key attributes that give the Silk 
Roads their cultural significance

• What is still needed are: (1) agreement of the 
overall statement of Outstanding Universal Value, 
(2) adequate documentation, (3) coordinated 
management, and (4) active collaboration between 
sites and countries. In order to succeed, they must be set 
into the wider context, as set out in the framework of the 
Concept Paper.

• The evaluation will consider: (1) links between 
individual sites and the overall property, (2) 
documentation to justify choice of the sites and 
comparative analysis, (3) coordinated management 
(overall management system).

• The World Heritage Committee will not accept an 
open-ended serial nomination (they need to have an 
idea of the scope of the nomination). 

China, which is most advanced in preparation, 
also shared their experience and observations on the 
preparation of the serial and transnational nomination 
of the Silk Roads. It gave its observations that while 
intangible heritage is an important component, we 
should be careful not to nominate intangible heritage.

Plenary Session III: Presentations by Country 
representatives

(Moderated by Mr. Abdusafikhon Rakhmanov, 
Uzbekistan and Mr. Yuri Peshkov, UNESCO Almaty 
Office)

Each State Party presented the progress made after 
the Xi’an Workshop in June 2008, including in preparing 
national Tentative Lists and drafting of texts for the 
nomination.

Kazakhstan: Preparation of the Tentative List is 
currently being undertaken. It has identified some 
priorities including Issyk, Akyrtas and Otrar, and 11 
sites in total will be nominated. The Tentative List will be 
submitted in 2009. National coordination committee, 
which consists of the Ministry of Culture and the 
Institute of Archaeology, has been established together 
with Almaty Office and NatCom during the Almaty 
workshop Amendment of national legislations has 
not been advanced. Documentation of emergency/
endangered areas, fencing of endangered areas, 
and conservation works are being undertaken. For 
instance, for Issyk burial ground and Boroldai burial 
ground, the archeological reserve-museums have 
been established. Akyrtas – the protection zone was 
defined. The list of monuments of Otrar oasis was 

completed and released. The Institute of Archaeology 
and Kazrestoration requested a financial support from 
the Ministry of Culture and Information for preparation 
of the serial nomination. The request is being considered 
by the Ministry. Prior to the workshop, the special 
working group was organized to coordinate all the 
questions related to the Serial nomination of the Silk 
Roads consisted of representatives of the Institute of 
Archaeology, Kazrestoration and National Committee 
of ICOMOS Kazakhstan.

Kyrgyzstan: Although the coordination council 
has not been established, two focal points have 
been identified (one from the government and one 
from Academy of Sciences). They have been actively 
discussing the works related to the nominations of the 
Silk Roads and Rock Art. NatCom will be coordinating/
representing all the works. (Previously NatCom, Ministry 
of Culture, Academy of Science were all representing.) 
A presidential decree was published to support and 
encourage the funding of the UNESCO projects (Silk 
Roads and Rock Art). Ministry of Culture will submit to 
the Kyrgyz Parliament the amendment of the provisions 
concerning the protection of cultural properties. 
Finalisation of the Tentative List is being undertaken 
between academia and governments. Four sections of 
the Silk Roads with 12 sites are prioritised.

Tajikistan: There are about 2,000 sites related to 
the Silk Roads, four routes comprising of 8 sites are 
identified including priority sites such as, Buddhist 
monastery of Ajina-Tepa and Hulbuk middle age site 
(main commercial road connecting north and south). 
The level of study, authenticity and management of 
these sites is advanced.

Turkmenistan: It intends to nominate 29 sites that 
are grouped into 11 routes. Caravanserais, middle 
age cities, mausoleums and mosques (religious sites), 
fortress, cave complex and bridge, as a part of the 
bigger network. The coordinating committee is not 
established yet; two focal points were appointed during 
the workshop.

Uzbekistan: Nomination dossier is under 
preparation. Among the sites already on the Tentative 
List submitted in 2008, the following sites are identified 
as priorities: Historical center of Qoqon, central part of 
Karman city (caravanserai Rabati Malik, sardoba Rabati 
Malik, mausoleum Mir-Sayid Bakhrom, architectural 
complex Kasym Sheikh) and Ancient Termiz. The State 
Party made a comprehensive presentation on each of 
these sites. A separate presentation was made on the 
historical center of Qoqon. The statement of outstanding 
universal value for potential sites that are located along 
the Silk Roads on the territory of Uzbekistan has been 
drafted.

China: Chinese heritage committee evaluated 48 
sites from the 2 century BC to the 16 century AD. It 
has also discussed how to summarise the Statement of 
Outstanding Universal Value (SOUV) of the Chinese 
section. Some problems have been identified – how 
to describe the Silk Roads, which consists of different 
types of sites from different time and places, as a whole 

property. China also mentioned that how to find an 
adequate linkage between the selected sites along the 
Silk Roads and the Silk Roads as a whole, and how to 
evaluate the values of the individual sites and the whole 
property were difficult. A conservation plan has been 
incorporated into the local plans for national economy 
and social development. The local governments issued 
the regulations for site protection, conservation, and 
management. The experts from ICOMOS China 
evaluated the conservation projects. China also 
expressed its intention to pay more attention to capacity 
building and proposed to offer a training course 
for world heritage and management with help from 
ICOMOS International Conservation Centre in Xi’an. 
China also suggested that we establish an adequate 
and regular mechanism for communication and 
information sharing among the related States Parties.

Iran: A research centre on the Silk Roads studies 
was established two years ago. A main question in 
preparing the nomination for Iran is the role of Iran 
in the Silk Roads. Iran feels that once this question is 
answered, the characters and the numbers of properties 
will be identified. Historical villages and cities along 
the Silk Roads will be potentially nominated for this 
nomination, but there are a lot of works to be done. 
Research/library studies have been done, but selection 
of properties suitable for this nomination, preparation 
of the nomination of each site and as a single file, 
exchange of experience with China and Central Asian 
countries etc. are still needed.

Japan: A possible extension in future is on Japan’s 
agenda. It underlined the importance of the Silk Roads 
as a route for cultural and spiritual exchanges, and 
not just a trade route. Japan explained the historical 
connection between the Silk Roads cultures and Japan 
and how the Silk Roads contributed further East. It also 
emphasised the importance of exchange of human 
values. Japan offered financial and technical supports 
for each State Party in Central Asia to work on the 
documentation under the Japanese Funds-in-Trust (JFIT). 
It would like to send missions first to identify the needs of 
each Central Asian country.

India: It emphasised the role of Kushans, the 
intercontinental trade on the Silk Roads, spread of 
Indian culture and Buddhism through the Silk Roads, 
and Chinese pilgrims who studied in India. India’s 
proposed Tentative List has 15 sites, three of which are 
already included on the present Tentative List. They are 
in the process of further clarifying the OUV of each site. 
The representative of India also gave presentations of 
12 sites.

Iran questioned the justification (factors that connects 
each site and the Silk Roads) of the choice of those sites 
and their relationship with the Silk Roads at large.

The international expert pointed out that there 
seemed to be disparity in the number of sites between 
different categories and indicated the need to 
harmonise the Tentative Lists.
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ICOMOS mentioned that it is up to States Parties 
to decide which sites to put forward, but it is crucial to 
define why they are the best possible representations 
(and why they do not seem to be harmonised, if it is the 
case).

The Chairperson proposed that this be “homework” 
for each delegation.

Plenary Session IV: An agreed statement of 
outstanding universal value for the Silk Roads sites, 
identifying the criteria for inscription and assessing the 
conditions of authenticity and integrity (Moderated 
by Ms Lu Qiong, China and Mr. Feng Jing, UNESCO 
WHC)

ICOMOS gave an introduction of the concept of 
SOUV and provided guidance on the application of 
cultural criteria for the World Heritage nomination. It 
was explained that SOUV sets up why the properties are 
of outstanding universal value and how they satisfy the 
criteria, authenticity and integrity. In relation to drafting 
the SOUV of the Silk Roads, the questions that should be 
asked are:

- Do individual sites express all the attributes?
- Or can a group of sites express the attributes?
- Are some attributes specific to some parts of the 

Silk Roads?
ICOMOS emphasised that we need to be careful not 

to “slice up” the properties, and ideally OUV should be 
represented in the whole property, while each attribute 
contribute to the whole. It was also mentioned that 
there is a need to address “what is the Silk Roads” in the 
summary and then describe what the OUV is as well as 
what the attributes are that carry OUV.

The participants first had a general discussion in 
the Plenary, where they expressed the importance and 
difficulty of showing how individual sites are contributing 
to the whole (hi)story of the Silk Roads as well as the 
relationships between the individual sites.

After the general discussion, the participants were 
divided into two working groups to draft the SOUV 
following the format introduced by UNESCO WHC.

Plenary Session VI: Outcomes of the working 
group discussions on SOUV, comparative analysis, 
standards of documentations and coordination of the 
overall management mechanisms (Moderated by Mr. 
Muhametdurdy Mamedov, Turkmenistan and Professor 
Tim Williams, UCL, UK, Mr. Abdusafikhon Rakhmanov, 
Uzbekistan and Mr. Sanjar Allayarov, UNESCO 
Tashkent Office)

Plenary Session VII: Implications of future extensions 
of the nominations to sections of the Silk Roads in other 
regions of the world (Moderated by Ms Ainura Tentieva, 
Kyrgyzstan and Dr. Susan Denyer, ICOMOS)

The Plenary started with the presentations by the 
rapporteurs (Dr. Ron van Oers and Mr. Sanjar Allayarov) 
of the two working groups, followed by a discussion. 
Also, in relation to the question of management and 
protection requirements, establishment of Coordinating 
Committee was proposed for information sharing and 
collaborative work for comparative analysis.

Working group discussion outcomes
It was suggested that there are two ways of 

structuring/identifying the categories of heritage 
in the SOUV: one is economy, culture, society, and 
environment (particular manifestations in various 
realms); and the other is a set of infrastructure 
(transport of goods and ideas), production, results/
outcomes of trade (city, art, knowledge). It was decided 
to categorise the types of monuments, sites and 
cultural landscapes under the latter categories. It was 
also suggested that the following points should be 
highlighted in the SOUV – the Silk Roads facilitating and 
generating intercontinental trades of material such as 
silk, connection of several civilisations, the encounter 
between the East and the West, the dynamism that the 
Silk Roads existed over centuries regardless of rises and 
falls of empires. Both working groups agreed that the 
criterion (ii) is a major criterion and the criteria (ii), (iii), 
(iv), (v) and (vi) should be applicable. However, there 
was a debate on whether or not the criterion (i) could 
be appropriate. The point of discussion was whether or 
not the Silk Roads could be regarded as a masterpiece 
of human creative genius. ICOMOS clarified that 
Advisory Bodies will look at all the criteria during their 

evaluations, regardless of whichever criteria States 
Parties put forward, and it is impossible for States Parties 
to put forward all the criteria and let the Committee 
decides which criteria would be appropriate. It is 
necessary to remember that all the criteria put forward 
have to be justified in the nomination dossier. It was also 
explained that we need to look at the whole Silk Roads 
as one property and see if a criterion can be applied 
to the whole route (i.e. if the whole route manifests that 
criterion), and not to just some sites. It was decided that 
criterion (i) should remain open for discussion. It was 
decided that the rapporteurs prepare the draft SOUV.

Coordinating Committee
The participants shared a view that a lack of 

coordination mechanism results in a problem with 
information sharing, and that information sharing is 
important for carrying out comparative analysis. 

It was decided to establish a Coordinating 
Committee, which consists of two representatives (one 
policy maker and one expert/academic) from each 
country, in order to facilitate the information sharing 
as well as to better manage the preparation of the 
nomination dossier (See Annex 3). It was agreed that 
the Chair be selected from each country for two years. 
The ICOMOS Centre in Xi’an will serve as a Secretariat 
to the Coordinating Committee. The first Committee 
will be held in October in Xi’an (tentative) in order to 
set out a structure of coordination of nominations and 
general management principles. It was also suggested 
that it would be appropriate to keep the Committee 
open so that Afghanistan could join if they wish. It was 
also proposed that we consider including Nepal, given 
the fact that India and Afghanistan are included. All 
the participants shared a view that Afghanistan and 
Nepal are welcome if they are interested. The tentative 
members of the Coordinating Committee are as follows:

• Afghanistan: To be confirmed
• China: Mr. GUO Zhan, Ms. LU Qiong
• Iran: Mr. A. Farhangui, Ms. R. Taasob
• India: Mr. K.N. Shrivastava, Dr. B.R. Mani
• Kazakhstan: Mr. K. Baipakov, Mr. K. Tuyakbayev
• Kyrgyzstan: Mr. Raev, Ms. B. Amanbayeva
• Japan: Mr. T. Yamamoto (tentative), the other to be 

confirmed
• Nepal: To be contacted in order to know if the 

country is interested in joining
• Tajikistan: Mr. R. Mukimov, Mr. Sh. Khodjayev
• Turkmenistan: Mr. M. Mamedov, Mr. Poladov
• Uzbekistan: Mr. A. Rakhmanov, Ms. M. Yusupova

In addition to the Coordinating Committee which 
involves political commitment, it was decided to 
establish a working group consisting of one expert per 
country in order to facilitate day-to-day dialogue and 
keep momentum of the preparation. Ms Ainura Tentieva 
(Kyrgyzstan) will be the coordinator of the working 
group. The first expert group will be organised before 
the Coordinating Committee in September 2009 in 
Otrar, Kazakhstan.

Comparative Analysis
ICOMOS explained that, in the case of serial 

nominations, comparative analysis should be carried 
out for two reasons – for overall nomination, and for 
the choice of sites (e.g. how the choice of sites can be 
justified; have they been chosen as an individual site or 
as a series, why the sites that have been put forward are 
the best examples or the best group). It was mentioned 
that the more difficult part of the comparative analysis 
would be to justify why certain sites are chosen and not 
others, than the comparison of the whole Silk Roads with 
other similar cases in the similar geographical regions.

It was discussed among participants that the 
comparative analysis is necessary at two levels – 
national and international. Based on this discussion, 
it was decided to modify the Tentative List format and 
divide its comparative analysis section into two – a 
comparative analysis in the country, and a comparative 
analysis in a wider geographical area. The first one will 
have to be filled in by each country, and the second part 
could remain unfilled if a State Party feels unable to fill 
in.

Database/Website
It was decided that the website/database be 

created in English, Russian, and in Chinese in order to 
share information on existing data and resources (e.g. 
bibliography) for comparative analysis. Ms Ainura 
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Tentieva will be the link between Central Asia and 
China, and Mr Guo Zhan will be a focal point for China 
for this information centre.

Harmonisation of Tentative Lists
The participants decided that each country update 

their Tentative Lists by the end of September 2009. 
Iran also said that 70% of their Tentative List is ready, 
and they would prepare the Tentative List before the 
first meeting of the Coordinating Committee in order 
to facilitate the comparative analysis by China and 5 
Central Asian countries. It was also proposed that some 
sub-regional seminars be organised for comparative 
analysis.

Implication of future extension
The participants agreed that considering practicality, 

we should focus on the Central Asia and China at the 
first phase, while other participants are welcome in the 
long run. Iran agreed and said that the next workshop 
could welcome other interested countries to motivate 
them and share information. It also proposed to be a 
focal point and motivate other potentially interested 
countries. India said if there is a second phase of the 
nomination, it is necessary to define if it should be sea 
routes or oasis route, list up all the related countries, and 
decide what is needed. Japan intends to join the second 
phase of the nomination. It said that there are several 
potential sites but they still need an internal discussion 
before putting them forward. (See also Annex 4).

It was suggested that the Coordinating Committee 
in October could ask the Concept Paper be circulated 
to potentially interested countries so that they can start 
considering updating their Tentative Lists, which could 
eventually be used for comparative analysis.

Afghanistan, India, Iran, Japan, and Nepal will join 
the Coordinating Committee and be a catalyst for other 
regions that might be interested in the second and third 
phases.

At the request from participating countries 
(Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan etc), WHC would make 
available all related information and documents 
concerning the Silk Roads project on its website.

Concluding session: Discussion and adoption of the 
SOUV, exchange of experience on the preparation of 

the draft World Heritage nomination and the next step 
for the serial World Heritage nomination (Moderated 
by Professor Rustam Mukimov, Tajikistan and Kaori 
Kawakami, UNESCO WHC)

Discussion and adoption of the draft SOUV:
The draft SOUV, prepared by two rapporteurs of the 

working groups based on the Concept Paper and the 
working group discussions, was discussed paragraph by 
paragraph.

The SOUV was adopted as amended. (See Annex 1)

Revision of the Action Plan
The main points of the revised Action Plan are as 

follows:
• The Tentative Lists will be submitted by each country 

to the WHC by the end of September.
• The expert group will be held in September.
• The web page for documentation information 

sharing will be established by September.
• The Coordinating Committee will be held in China 

(either in Xi’an or in Urmuchi) in October 2009.
• China will organise a training course for the 

preparation of nomination dossiers in October at the 
time of the Coordinating Committee.

• The 6th Sub-regional Workshop will be organised 
in Kyrgyzstan in May 2010 to discuss comparative 
analysis.

• All other “to do lists” are kept in the Action Plan, 
but the dates are deleted (including the submission of 
the nomination dossier) to make it more practical and 
flexible.

Next Regional Consultation Meeting

The representative of Kyrgyzstan expressed 
its Government’s wish to host the next regional 
Consultation Meeting on the Silk Roads project in 
April/May 2010. The proposal was endorsed by the 
participants.

 KAZAKHSTAN

1.  Mr. Arman KYRYKBAEV, Chairperson, Committee 

of Culture, Ministry of Culture and Information. Tel.: +7 

7172 740110 Fax: +7 7172 740523

2.  Ms. Zhanat Zakieva National Commission of 

the Republic of Kazakhstan for UNESCO and ISESCO;  

Advisor, Political group, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Tel: 

+7 727 2720657, Fax: +7 727 2720832, E-mail: zhanat.

zaki@mail.ru

4.  Mr. (Prof.) Karl BAIPAKOV, Director, Institute of 

Archeology of the Ministry of Education and Science, 

Av., Almaty. Tel.: +7 727 2918663, Fax: +7 727 

2913587, E-mail: kbaipakov@nursat.kz

5.  Ms. (Prof.) Irina EROFEEVA, Director, Kazakh 

Scientific Research Institute on Problems of the Cultural 

Heritage of Nomads, Almaty. Tel./Fax: +7 727 

2916111, E-mail: nomad_nomad@mail.ru

6.  Mr. Kanat TUYAKBAEV Director General, 

Kazrestoration, Almaty. Tel.: +7 727 230 0036, E-mail: 

kazrest@mail.ru

7.  Mr. Saduakas AGITAEV, Head of department, 

Kazrestoration, Almaty, Tel.: +7 727 230 0036, E-mail: 

kazrest@mail.ru

8.  Mr. Bolat MOLDASHEV, Head, Department of 

Historical and Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture and 

Information. Tel.: +7 7172 740425, moldashov@mki.kz

 CHINA

1.  Ms. LU Qiong, Deputy Director, Department for 

Protection of Monuments and Sites, State Administration 

of Cultural Heritage, Beijing, Tel.: 0086-10-59881634 

34, Fax: 0086-10-59881637, Janelu407@yahoo.com.cn

2.  Mr. GUO Zhan Vice President and General-

Secretary of ICOMOS China, Beijing, Tel.: 0086-

10-59881634, Fax: 0086-10-59881637, E-mail: 

Guozhan1@126.com 

3.  Mr. WANG Lijun, Senior Architect/ Deputy 

Director, Institute of Architectural History, China 

Architecture Design & Research Group, E-mail: 

wanglijun2000@yahoo.com, 

4.  Mr. WEI Qing, Deputy Director, Cultural Heritage 

Conservation Center, Tsinghua University, E-mail: 

weiqing@chcc.org.cn

INDIA

1.  Mr. Buddha Rashmi MANI, Joint Director General, 

Archaeological Survey of India E-mail: brmani@hotmail.

L I S T  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S com, Tel: 9111-23014821, Mobile: 098 10528069

 IRAN

1.  Mr. Adel FARHANGUI Director, Research Center 

for Silk Routs and Advisor to the Head of the Research 

Institute of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism 

Organization. E-mail: farhangi@iranmehr.net, Tel: (+98) 

21 33993223, Fax: (+98) 21 33993224

 JAPAN

1.  Mr. Yoshio ANDO Director, Multilateral Cultural 

Cooperation Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Japan, Tokio,Tel: +81-3-5501-8141, Fax: +81-3-5501-

8140, E-mail: yoshio.ando@mofa.go.jp

2. Mr. Kazuya YAMAUCHI, Head, Regional 

Environment Section, JCICC, NRICP; UNESCO expert, 

National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, 

Tokyo.  KYRGYZSTAN

1.  Ms. (Dr.) Bakhyt AMANBAYEVA, Head of 

Department of Cultural Heritage, Institute of History 

and Cultural Heritage, National Academy of Sciences, 

Bishkek, Tel.: +996 312 642664 Mob.: +996 772 550 

722 005 E-mail: abakit_@mail.ru

2.  Ms. Ainura TENTIEVA Expert, ICOMOS 

Kyrgyzstan Tel.: +996 312 642664. Mob.:+996 772 

570378. a.tientieva@mail.ru

 TAJIKISTAN

1.  Mr. Sherali KHODZHAEV, Senior specialist, 

Department of Historical and Cultural Heritage of the 

Ministry of Culture, Dushanbe, Tel.: +992 37 221 64 66 

35 Fax: +992 918 66 8216 

2.  Mr. (Prof.) Rustam MUKIMOV, President 

of ICOMOS Tajikistan, Head of the Department 

«Architecture and Design», Faculty of Engineering and 

Architecture, Tajik Technical University, Dushanbe. Tel.: 

+(99237) 907 95 54 84, E-mail: mukimovr@mail.ru

3.  Mr. (Dr.) Abduvali SHARIPOV, Director, National 

Museum, Dushanbe. Tel: 91 927 00 99 / 91-955 75 75 / 

221 60 36. E-mail: abduvali05@mail.ru

 TURKMENISTAN

1.  Mr. (Dr) Muhametdurdy MAMEDOV, Head, 

Department for the Protection, Research and Restoration 

of the Historical and Cultural Monuments, Ministry of 

Culture and TV and Radio Broadcasting,Ashgabat, Tel/

Fax: (9312) 35 05 16, E-mail: monument@online.tm

2.  Ms. (Dr) Ejegul MYRADOVA, Chief, Sector 

of Archeological Research and Registration of the 

Monuments, Department for the Protection, Research 

and Restoration of the Historical and Cultural 
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Responsible

country/organization

Concept Paper approved

TL preparation and harmonization process started

Responsible

country/organization

2008 June

Xian meeting

TL in progress:

- Selection of first sites to be presented forward for the 1st phase of 

serial nomination

- OUV – Silk Road draft

- Agreement on timeframe and management mechanisms

China

2009 May

Almaty meeting

Draft SoOUV

Agreement on the timeframe

Methods of comparative analysis TL in progress

Standards of documentation

Expert group established

Coordinating Committee established

ICOMOS International Conservation Centre in Xi’an (China) will serve 

as the Secretariat of the Committee

Kazakhstan

2009

September

Expert group meeting (Central Asian

countries) within the conference in Otrar, Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan

2009 

end of September

Complete the tentative lists and final

selection of sites in the 6 countries

2009 

end of September

Establishment of the web-site ?

2009 October First Coordination Committee meeting in

China

Training: Preparation of nomination

dossier and management plans

China

2010

April/May

Comparative analysis

2010 May 6th Sub-regional workshop Kyrgyzstan

                       Desirable actions/trainings/meetings:

Listing of sites in national registry

Update of the national legislation

framework

Training for Coordination Committee on

OUV +comparative analysis

Training: introduction to overall Management Process and stress on

legislation and on about documentation process

Sub regional technical meeting (facilitators)

Boundaries , documentation, management system including 

comparative advantage

Coordination Committee meeting

Harmonization of TL

Body responsible identified

OUV - each site

OUV – Silk Road final

Boundaries + legislation

Documentation

Training: on management system

Sub regional technical meeting (facilitators)

Management measures under development

Coordination Committee meeting

Nomination of each property finalized

Consultation for the harmonization of MS formats into one

2010

15 September

Submission of completed nomination dossier to WHC to check 

completeness

2010 Oct – 2011 Jan Updating of the nomination dossier

Late Jan 2011 –

before 1 February 2011

Submission of the first serial nomination

ACTION PLANMonuments, Ministry of Culture and TV and Radio 

Broadcasting, Ashgabat, Tel/Fax: (9312) 35 13 88, 

E-mail: ejegul_muradova@mail.ru

3.  Ms. Radmila DENEGA, Deputy Chief, Sector 
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Monuments, Department for the Protection, Research 
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Kazakhstan, Almaty, Kazakhstan, Tel/fax: +7 727 
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 UNESCO
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Tel.: +7 727 2582643, Fax: +7 727 2794853, E-mail: 

t.virtanen@unesco.org 

2.  Mr. Feng JING Asia and the Pacific Section, 

World Heritage Centre, UNESCO 7, place de Fontenoy, 
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3.  Ms. Kaori KAWAKAMI, Asia and the Pacific 

Section, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO 7, place 

de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP, France, Tel.: +33 
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k.kawakami@unesco.org

4.  Mr. Sanjar ALLAYAROV, Culture Specialist, 
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Tashkent, Uzbekistan, Tel.: + 998 71 1207116, Fax: + 

998 71 1207159, E-mail: s.allayarov@unesco.org

5.  Mr. Yuri PESHKOV Culture Unit, UNESCO Almaty 

Cluster Office for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan, 67, Tole Bi, 050000 Almaty, Kazakhstan, 

Tel.: +7 727 2582643,Fax: +7 727 2794853, E-mail: 

y.peshkov@unesco.org

6.  Ms. Yelena GOROVYKH, Culture Unit, UNESCO 

Almaty Cluster Office for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, 67, Tole Bi, 050000 Almaty, 

Kazakhstan, Tel.: +7 727 2582643, Fax: +7 727 

2794853, E-mail: y.gorovykh@unesco.org

7.  Ms. Elmira ZHEKEYEVA, Culture Unit, UNESCO 

Almaty Cluster Office for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, 67, Tole Bi, 050000 Almaty, 

Kazakhstan, Tel.: +7 727 2582643, Fax: +7 727 

2794853, E-mail: e.zhekeyeva@unesco.org

 ORGANIZERS and Observers (Kazakhstan)

1.  Ms. Bagdad TAZHENOVA, Main Expert, 

Department of Historical and Cultural Heritage, Ministry 

of Culture and Information, Tel.: +7 7172 740430, 

E-mail: bagdat-mki@mail.ru

2.  Ms. Laura MASANOVA, Deputy Director, Kazakh 

Scientific Research Institute on Problems of the Cultural 

Heritage of Nomads, Almaty. Tel./Fax: +7 727 2916111 

E-mail: nomad_nomad@mail.ru

3.  Mr. Erkebulat TOKMAGAMBETOV, Deputy 

Director General, Kazrestoration, Almaty, Tel.: +7 727 

2301904, E-mail: kazrest@mail.ru

4.  Mr. Sabraly KEMILBAEV, Director, Tamgaly 

Reserve-Museum. Almaty. Tel.: +7 (270) 21296, 20015, 

Fax: +7 (270) 20064

5.  Mr. (Dr.) Nursan ALIMBAY, Director, Central State 

Museum, Almaty. Tel.: +7 727 2642200

6.  Mr. Arman UMARKHODZHIEV, Director of 

‘Archaeological Expertise’ Company Mob.: + 7 701 

7460787

7.  Mr. Dmitriy VOYAKIN, Head of Department for 

Archaeological Documentation, Institute of Archeology 

of the Ministry of Education and Science, Almaty Tel.: +7 

727 2915054 E-mail: d_voyakin@hotmail.com

8.  Mr. (Dr.) Ornabai NURZHANOV, Scientific 

Researcher, Institute of Archeology of the Ministry of 

Education and Science, Almaty. Tel.: +7 727 2918663 

Fax: +7 727 2913587,

9.  Mr. (Dr.) Alexandr GORYACHEV, Scientific 

Researcher, Kazakh Scientific Research Institute on 

Problems of the Cultural Heritage of Nomads, Almaty. 

Tel.: +7 727 2918663 Fax: +7 727 2913587

10. Mr. (Dr.) Stanislav POTAPOV, Scientific 

Researcher, Kazakh Scientific Research Institute on 

Problems of the Cultural Heritage of Nomads, Almaty. 

Tel.: +7 727 2918663 Fax: +7 727 2913587

11. Mr. Alexey SLEDNYAEV, Scentific Researcher, 

Kazakh Scientific Research Institute on Problems of the 

Cultural Heritage of Nomads, Almaty. Tel./Fax: +7 727 

918293

12. Mr. Bimurad BURKHANOV, Scientific 

Researcher, Kazakh Scientific Research Institute on 

Problems of the Cultural Heritage of Nomads, Almaty, 

Tel./Fax: +7 727 2916111

13. Ms. Zhanar Konratbaeva, Head of Inspection, 

Protection of historical and cultural heritage; Department 

of Culture of Mangystau oblast, Aktay, Tel: 432 533; 

Mobile: +7 701 187 20 00, Fax: 42 77 61, E-mail: mouk_

od@mail.ru
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2009, 3-6 November, Xi’an, China

First meeting of the Coordinating  Committee on the Serial World Heri-
tage Nomination of the Silk Roads

Background 

The Silk Roads are routes of integration, exchange 

and dialogues between East and West that have 

contributed greatly to the common prosperity of human 

civilizations over more than two millennia. With a view 

to protecting the cultural heritage properties along 

the land-route of the Silk Roads and accelerating the 

process for the Silk Road series to apply for World 

Heritage inscription, the “5th UNESCO Sub-regional 

Workshop on the Serial World Heritage nomination 

of the Silk Roads” was held in Almaty, Kazakhstan 

from May 18th to 24th, 2009. During the meeting, 

the Coordinating Committee, which consists of 2 

representatives per country (from 5 Central Asian 

countries, China, Afghanistan, India, Iran, Japan, 

and Nepal), was established. It was agreed that the 

ICOMOS International Conservation Centre in Xi’an 

(IICC-X, China) will serve as the Secretariat of the 

Committee. 

It was the first meeting of the Committee in China 

in November 2009. As the immediate follow-up to 

the Almaty Workshop, the State Administration of 

Cultural Heritage (SACH), People’s Republic of China, 

in cooperation with UNESCO (World Heritage Centre 

and field offices in Asia) ICOMOS China and ICOMOS 

International Conservation Center-Xi’an organized 

the 1st Meeting of the Coordinating Committee on the 

Serial World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads in 

Xi’an, China, from 3 to 6 November2009. 

Objectives 

- To clarify on the approach to be taken for the 

future Nomination ,i.e. whether it will be one single 

property encompassing numerous individual sites from 

all the countries concerned, or more than one property 

presented under the common, overarching theme of the 

Silk Roads; 

-  To define the common standards for 

documentation (cartography, inventorying, tentative 

list preparation, including associations with intangible 

elements); 

- To develop the basic principles for coordinating 

the nomination(s), including future extensions, as well 

as for the coordinated management of the inscribed 

property(ies).This will include the definition on the 

Coordinating Committee’s terms of reference; 

- To reach an agreement on the inclusion of a socio-

economic component to the scope of reference of the 

Coordinating Committee: 
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The Coordinating Committee has been set up 

as an intergovernmental body, representing interests 

of each state party (Afghanistan, China, India, Iran, 

Japan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal, Republic of 

Korea, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan), to advise 

on the harmonization of Silk Roads Tentative Lists and 

Nominations. 

An overall management policy that is applied on 

all the properties on the eventual Silk Roads World 

Heritage site is being developed by the Coordinating 

Committee. This will define broad management 

parameters and objectives, the implementation of which 

would be the responsibility of individual States Parties in 

conformity with their national legislation, conservation, 

and management systems. 

The nomination is open and ongoing process at 

present and in the future, each country may contribute 

to the nomination in different stages. 

Coordination of management provisions 

State Parties have set up a Coordinating 

Committee (CC) to coordinate nominations and 

overall management arrangements and to advise on 

the harmonization of Silk Roads Tentative Lists and 

Nominations. This is working to the following mandate: 

Overall Objective: Promotion of Cultural Heritage 

Preservation along the Silk Roads 

Objective: Oversee the implementation and 

management systems for the Silk Roads sites 

I. Functions 

1. Definition of TOR and rules of procedure for the 

CC and the Secretariat

2. Obtain a governmental and operational 

support from the SP

3. Making decisions on general strategies for the 

nomination and monitoring the implementation 

4. Adopting the general management plan 

5. Coordinate conservation, management and 

monitoring of the nominated properties 

6. Harmonisation of Tentative Lists and 

nominations according to the SOUV and the Concept 

Paper 

7. Coordination of the Comparative Analysis and 

Thematic Studies

8. Maintain a database of experts on different 

aspects of SR and compose expert working groups on 

the regional and international level to conduct different 

studies

9. Creation of subcommittees on regional or sub-

regional basis 

10. Facilitate and provide platform for 

communication, advisory and informational support for 

the nomination process, information exchange, as well 

as sharing good practice experience 

11. To promote the development of a basic unified 

standards for documentation and maps of the SR

12. Maintain close cooperation with the State 

Parties, encourage the adoption and implementation of 

the decisions of the CC 

13. Maintain close cooperation with international 

and regional organizations 

14. Resources and Sponsorship: Develop an overall 

Resource Plan to meet essential requirements of the SPs 

and put in place a sponsorship mechanism 

15. Economic and Social Benefits: Consider 

opportunities for local social and economic 

development as factors in selection of sites. 

II. Rules of procedure for the CC 

1. Composition: 

Two representatives from each state party: one 

official and one nominated expert or site manager 

International experts by invitation, as observers 

Two co-chairmen* are elected by the members 

of the CC for a period of 2 years with the right of re-

election for one term 

2. Voting and decision making 

1 vote for each SP 

Decisions shall be taken by a consensus of members 

present or their representatives. 

Decisions are advisory 

Quorum - 2/3 

Authority can be delegated 

3. Meetings 

CC gathers once a year, extraordinary meeting can 

be called by the decision of two co-chairmen 

•  Encourage strict implementation of the timetable 

updated at the Almaty Workshop. A time line should 

also be framed for serial nomination under different 

phases as more countries are involved in the process. 

•  We reached an agreement that Coordinating 

Committee’s first work is on the nomination strategy and 

then the nomination process of silk roads. 

•  Agree on how to nominate: as a single nomination 

or section by section or … 

•  Harmonizing the formulation of nomination 

dossier. 

•  Nomination strategy particularly and challenges 

for large serial nomination and SR nomination process 

should be reported by the Coordinating Committee to 

the Expert Conference on Serial Nominations to meet 

spring 2010. 

•  Besides above it is proposed to prepare a 

template for documentation and information sharing as 

guideline for incorporating in the nomination proposals. 

•  Expert groups formed by the States Parties may 

provide detailed information about proposed sites to 

the Information Centre at the Secretariat office at Xi'an 

for a data base which could be shared by all the States 

Parties for harmonizing the Tentative List. Provision 

of assistance on translation from SP, and technical 

and other support from international institutions, 

organizations, and foundations will be appreciated. 

•  Discuss management issues for serial nominations 

on international level and agree on a general 

management plan with specific management provisions 

for each site. 

•  Assign moderators for the working groups. 

    Documentation: 

•  For documentation work help from the institutions 

like International Institute for Central Asian Studies 

(IICAS) could be requested. 

•  We need to establish information center of 

documentation. 

•  How should sharing of the knowledge be 

achieved? 

    Presentations on Funding & Resources 

•  International Funding and support mobilized by 

UNESCO 

•  Netherlands, Italy, Japan, Belgium FITs 

•  Iran offers financial support to Middle Eastern 

countries 

•  Individual countries national funding status 

•  India, Korea, Nepal, Afghanistan, Iran, Japan 

•  Nepal and Afghanistan welcomes international 

support in Tentative Listing and World Heritage Listing of 

the Silk Roads 

    Capacity Building 

•  Need capacity building for writing nominations 

•  Supporting the establishment of a separate post 

of “project manager” to oversee the whole nomination 

project in individual countries 

•  Capacity building for these PMs to train them 

specifically for writing the text of the nomination dossiers 

____________________
* For the initial stage of the nomination process two co-chairmen were 
elected from the six SP: China and CA

NOMINATION STRATEGY
(The key issues)

Terms of Reference of the 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE
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 P R O G R A M M E

 3 NOVEMBER 

Plenary Session I. Opening Ceremony & 

Introduction. Moderator: Mrs LU Qiong, Deputy 

Director-General, Department for the Protection of 

Monuments and Sites, SACH/China 

14:00-14:30 

- Welcome speech by the Deputy Director-General of 

China’s State Administration of Cultural Heritage 

- Opening speech by the representative of Director of 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre 

- Speech by the representative from the Chinese 

National Commission for UNESCO 

- Welcome speech by Xi’an People’s Municipal 

Government 

14:30-14:45 Introduction of the participants 

15:00-15:30. Introduction on the Silk Roads project, 

the scope and objectives of the meeting and adoption 

of the programme: Mr JING Feng, Programme 

Specialist, Asia and the Pacific Section, UNESCO World 

Heritage Centre 

15:30-16:00. Presentation on general observations 

and suggestions for the serial and transnational WH 

nomination of the Silk Roads, with a focus on the 

function of the Coordinating Committee: Mrs Susan 

DENYER, ICOMOS expert 

16:00-16:30. Experiences of the Frontiers of the 

Roman Empire on the management of serial and 

transnational World Heritage property: Dr Andreas 

Philipp THIEL, Germany 

Plenary Session II. Presentation by Country 

representatives and experts. Moderators: Mrs Ainura 

TENTIEVA, Kyrgyzstan, Mr Jorge Evan ESPINAL, 

UNESCO. The country representatives will introduce 

progress made on updating their national lists for Silk 

Roads sites 

16:30-18:30. P. R. China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 

18:30-19:00. Composition of a small drafting group 

to define the terms of reference of the Coordinating 

Committee and other issues

 4 NOVEMBER 

Plenary Session II. Continuation of presentation by 

Country representatives & Chinese experts. Moderators: 

Mr Yerkebulat Tokmagambetov, Kazakhstan, Mr Yuri 

Peshkov, UNESCO 

08:30-10:00. Afghanistan, India, Iran, Japan, 

Nepal, Republic of Korea 

10:15-10:45. Presentation on the challenges and 

issues in the preparation of serial World Heritage 

nomination of the Silk Roads, Mr GUO Zhan, Vice 

President of ICOMOS, Secretary-General of ICOMOS/

China 

10:45-11:15. Preparation of the Silk Roads WH 

nomination in China, Mrs CHEN Tongbin, Director, 

Institute of Architecture History, China Architecture 

Design & Research Group 

11:15-11:45. Application of cultural heritage criteria

for WH nomination and the proposed Statement 

of Outstanding Universal Value, Professor LV Zhou, 

ICCROM Council Member, Tsinghua University of China 

11:45-12:00. Presentation of Information Center 

Preparation, Mr SUN Fuxi, Deputy Director of ICOMOS 

International Conservation Center-Xi’an(IICC-X) 

12:00-12:30. Plenary discussion on the elaboration 

of basic principles for harmonizing national Tentative 

Lists of Silk Roads sites and coordinating the 

nomination(s)

Plenary Session III. Clarification on the approach 

of the serial nomination and terms of reference of the 

Coordinating Committee. Moderators: Mr Abdisafikhan 

RAKHMANOV, Uzbekistan; Mr JING Feng , UNESCO. 

Clarification on the approach to be taken for future 

nomination(s). Whether it will be one single property 

encompassing numerous individual sites from all the 

countries concerned, or more than one property 

presented under the common, overarching theme of the 

Silk Roads 

14:00-14:30. Comments by Mrs Susan Denyer, 

ICOMOS expert, implications on the serial nomination 

approach, comparative analysis in relation to 

the criteria retained under the draft statement of 

Outstanding Universal Value (SoOUV) 

14:30-15:00. Comments by Prof Tim Williams, 

Institute of Archaeology, University College London 

(UCL)Plenary discussion on the elaboration of basic 

principles for coordinating the nomination(s), including 

future extensions, coordinated management of the 

inscribed property(ies) as well as definition on the Terms 

 L I S T  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S

 A F G H A N I S T A N 

Prof. Dr Aziz Ahmad PANJSHIRI. Member of the 

Board of Policy, Ministry of Information and Culture. 

423, Khairkhana, Kabul, Afghanistan. Mobile: 0799 

329 646. E-mail: aziz.panlsheri@gmail.com; aziz_

panjsheri@yahoo.com 

Mr. Abdoul Fattah AHRAR. President, Afghan 

Tourism Organization, Ministry of Information and 

Culture. Tel: 0093 70 886 2890, E-mail: agrar.ato21@

yahoo.com 

 I N D I A 

Mr. Kailashnath. N. SHRIVASTAVA. Director-

General, Archaeological Survey of India 

Mr. Buddha Rashmi MANI. Joint Director-

General, Archaeological Survey of India. Janpath, 

New Delhi-110011, Tel: 9111-23014821, Mobile: 098 

10528069, E-mail: brmani@hotmail.com 

 I R A N 

Mr. Mohammad Hassan TALEBIAN. Member 

of Scientific Board of Iranian Cultural Heritage, 

Handicrafts and Tourism. Director of Cultural file of 

World Heritage. Tel: (+98) 21 33993223, Fax: (+98) 21 

33993224, E-mail: j.taniguchi@unesco.org; 

Mrs. Razieh TAASOB. Expert., Research Centre for 

Silk Roads, Institute of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts 

and Tourism Organization, Tel: 009821-88709600-2, 

E-mail: taasob_r@yahoo.com 

of Reference of the Coordinating Committee 

16:15-18:00. Working groups by language (Chinese, 

English, Russian ) to elaborate on the elements of the 

terms of reference of the Coordinating Committee 

(Rapporteurs to be identified for each group) 

18:00-19:00.  Work of the small drafting group with 

interventions by country representatives 

 5 NOVEMBER 

Plenary Session IV. Common standards for 

documentation (cartography, inventorying, tentative list 

preparation (agreement on the categories of individual 

sites that will be considered for inclusion. Moderators: 

Mr Muhametdurdy MAMEDOV, Turkmenistan, Mrs 

Susan DENYER, ICOMOS 

08:30-09:00. Presentation on suitable ways of 

documentations and review of potential 

cultural heritage sites, Prof Tim Williams, Institute of 

Archaeology, University College London (UCL) 

09:00-09:30. Presentation on preventive 

conservation, monitoring and maintenance of 

monuments and sites and Outline of the “Silk Roads 

Cultural Heritage Resource Information System”, 

Prof Koen Van Balen, Director of Raymond Lemaire 

International Centre for Conservation, Leuven University 

09:30-10:30. Plenary discussion on the preliminary 

selection of specific routes/sites that will be considered 

to make up the first serial World Heritage nomination 

with an agreed standards for documentation and 

harmonization of Tentative Lists 

10:45-12:30. Presentation of the results of 

working group discussions on the terms of reference 

of the Coordinating Committee with elaboration on 

documentation standards 

Plenary Session V. Working towards a Resources 

and Sponsorship for the further development and 

implementation of the Silk Roads nomination with 

elaboration of Agreement on coordinated management 

of the inscribed property and common strategy 

for cultural tourism. Moderators: Mr Saidmurod 

Bobomulloev, Tajikistan, Mr Sharin MUSTAFAYEV, IICAS 

14:00-16:00. Working group discussions on the 

elaboration of an Agreement document (Information 

document available in English on the Management 

Mechanism for STRUVE GEODETIC ARC World 

Heritage property 

16:00-18:30. Work of the drafting group to finalize 

the document for distribution to the participants

 6 NOVEMBER. 

Plenary Session VI. Concluding: Discussion and 

agreement on the terms of reference and working 

methods of the Coordinating Committee for the Silk 

Roads nomination 

08:30-10:00. Plenary discussions with adoption of 

the Final Conclusion/Agreement
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R E P U B L I C  O F  K O R E A 

Dr. Lena KIM. Professor Emeritus, Hongik University. 

Cultural Heritage Committee Member. T. +82 2 784 

1906, F. +82 2 782 2726, E-mail: lenakim3001@

hanmail.net

Prof. Juhyung RHI. Professor of Art History, Seoul 

National University. T. +82 2 880 6215, F. +82 2 872 

5415, E-mail: jhrhi@ plaza.snu.ac.kr 

Hyosang JO. International Affairs Division. Cultural 

Heritage Administration. T. +82 42 481 4738. F. +82 42 

481 4759, E-mail: hyosangjo@korea.kr 

 T A J I K I S T A N 

Dr. Saidmurod BOBOMULLOEV, Director of the 

National Museum of Antiquates. Razjabova, 7, 734025, 

Dushanbe, Tajikistan, Tel.: +992 372 271350, +992 372 

213742 

Mr. Sherali KHODZHAEV, Senior specialist, 

Department of Historical and Cultural. Heritage of the 

Ministry of Culture, 34 Rudaki av., 734025 Dushanbe, 

Tajikistan, Tel.: +992 37 221 0305, Fax: +992 918 66 

8216 

 T U R K M E N I S T A N

Mr. Muhametdurdy MAMEDOV, Chairman, 

Department for the Protection and Restoration of the 

Historical and Cultural Monuments, Ministry of Culture 

and TV and Radio Broadcasting. 13, Pushkin str., 

Ashgabat, 744000, Turkmenistan,Tel/Fax: (9312) 35 05 

16, E-mail: monument@online.tm 

Mr. Redjepmurad JEPBAROV, Director of Cultural-

historical Reserve “Ancient Merv”, Ministry of Culture 

and TV and Radio Broadcasting 

 U Z B E K I S T A N 

Mr. Abdisafikhan RAKHMANOV, Deputy Head, 

Principal Department for Preservation and Utilization of 

the Cultural Objects, Ministry of Culture and Sports 

18, Uzgarish Street, 100027 Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 

Tel.: (+998-71) 227 0903, Fax: (+998-71) 227 0821, 

Mob: (+998-93) 380 4064, E-mail: merosuz@mail.ru 

Ms. Mavluda YUSUPOVA, Chief, Section on 

Architecture, Fine Arts Institute, Academy of Sciences. 2, 

Mustaqillik Maydoni, 100029, Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Tel.: 

(+998-71) 239 1771, Fax: (+998-71) 239 4667, Mob.: 

(+998-90) 189 4366, E-mail: m-yusupova@infonet.uz 

 I N T E R N A T I O N A L  & 

 R E G I O N A L  E X P E R T S 

Ms. (Dr.) Susan DENYER, World Heritage Adviser, 

ICOMOS. ICOMOS UK, London, E-mail: susan.

denyer@denyers.net 

Mr. (Prof.) Tim WILLIAMS, Institute of Archaeology, 

University College London (UCL), UK. 31-34 Gordon 

Square, London, Tel: +0044-20 7679 4722, Fax: +0044-

20 7383 2572, E-mail: tim.d.williams@ucl.ac.uk 

Mr. (Dr.) Andreas Philipp THIEL, Inspector for 

ancient monuments, Regional Administrative Authority 

Stuttgart, State of Baden-Wuerttemberg, 

Manager of Frontiers of Roman Empire World 

Heritage site, Germany. Regierungsprasidium Stuttgart, 

Referat 86 - Archaologische Denkmalpflege, Berliner 

Stra.e 12. D - 73728 Esslingen a. N., Germany, Tel: 

+0049 711 - 904 - 45 – 404, Fax: +0049 711 904 45 

508, E-mail: andreas.thiel@rps.bwl.de 

Mr. (Dr.) Sahin MUSTAFAYEV, Director of 

International Institute for Central Asian Studies (IICAS). 

19, University Boulevard street, 703029 Samarkand , 

Uzbekistan, Tel.: + 998 66 235 15 22; 235 15 59, Fax: + 

998 66 235 15 20, E-mail: iicas@rol.uz, Web-site: www.

iicas-unesco.org 

Ms. Ainura TENTIEVA, Expert, ICOMOS 

Kyrgyzstan, Tel.: +996 312 243521, Mob.:+996 772 

570378, a.tientieva@mail.ru 

Mr. Koen Van BALEN, Belgian expert, representing 

the Belgian Office of Science Policy to present 

BELSPO’S documentation project on the Silk Roads; 

Director of Raymond Lemaire International Center 

for Conservation, Leuven University, Kasteelpark 

Arenberg 40 box 2448, B-3001 Leuven (Heverlee) 

Belgium, Tel: +32-(0)16-32.11.72 Fax: +32-(0)16-

32.19.76 E-mail: koenraad.vanbalen@bwk.kuleuven.be 

Prof. LV Zhou, ICCROM Member 

U N E S C O  t e a m

Mr. Abhimanyu SINGH 

Director, UNESCO Beijing 

Mr. JING Feng, Asia and the Pacific Section, World 

Heritage Centre, UNESCO. 7, place de Fontenoy, 

75352 Paris 07 SP, France. Tel: 33(0)1 4568 1872, Fax: 

33(0)1 4568 5570, E-mail: f.jing@unesco.org

Ms. Kaori KAWAKAMI, Asia and the Pacific 

Section, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO. 7, place de 

Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP, France. Tel.: +33 (0)1 45 68 

14 26, Fax: +33 (0)1 45 68 55 70, E-mail: k.kawakami@

unesco.org 

Mr. Yuri PESHKOV, Culture Unit, UNESCO Almaty 

Cluster Office for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan. 67, Tole Bi, 050000 Almaty, Kazakhstan, 

Tel.: +7 727 2582643, Fax: +7 727 2794853, E-mail: 

y.peshkov@unesco.org 

Mr. Sanjar ALLAYAROV. Culture Specialist, 

UNESCO Tashkent Office. 95, Amir Timour street, 

700084 Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Tel.: + 998 71 1207116, 

Fax: + 998 71 1321382, E-mail: s.allayarov@unesco.org 

Mr. Jorge ESPINAL, Head of UNESCO Tashkent 

Office. 95, Amir Timour street, 700084 Tashkent, 

Uzbekistan, Tel.: + 998 71 1207116, Fax: + 998 71 

1321382 

 O R G A N I Z E R S 

 ( C H I N A ’ S  S A C H  a n d  I I C C - X i ’ a n ) 

Mr. TONG MINGKANG, 

Deputy Director-General, State Administration of 

Cultural Heritage 

Mrs. LU QIONG , Deputy Director-General, 

Department for Protection of Monuments and Sites, 

State Administration of Cultural Heritage. No.10 North 

Chaoyangmen Street, Beijing, China 100020, Tel.: 

86-10-59881634, Fax: 86-10-59881637, Janelu407@

yahoo.com.cn 

Mr. GUO ZHAN  Vice President of ICOMOS 

International, Secretary-General of ICOMOS/China, 

No.10 North Chaoyangmen Street, Beijing, China 

100020, Tel.: 86-10-59881634, Fax: 86-10-59881637, 

E-mail: Guozhan1@126.com

Mr. ZHENG JUN, Director of ICOMOS/China, 

Tel:15911184765 

Mr. Sun FUXI, Deputy Director of IIICC-X

 J A P A N 

Mr. Kazuya YAMAUCHI, Head, Regional 

Environment Section, Japan Center for International 

Cooperation in Conservation, National Research 

Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. Address:13-43, 

Ueno Koen, Taito-ku, Tokyo, 110-8713, Japan. 

Tel:+81-3-3823-4898, Fax:+81-3-3823-4876, E-mail: 

yamauchi@tobunken.go.jp 

Mr. Makoto ARIMURA. Research fellow, Japan 

Center for International Cooperation in Conservation, 

National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, 

Tokyo. Address13-43, Ueno Koen, Taito-ku, Tokyo, 110-

8713, Japan. Tel:+81-3-3823-4898, Fax:+81-3-3823-

4876 

 K A Z A K H S T A N 

Mr. Yerkebulat TOKMAGAMBETOV. Deputy 

Director General, Kazrestoration. 37, Gogol Str., 

Almaty, Kazakhstan, Tel.: +7 727 230 0036, E-mail: 

kazrest@mail.ru 

Mr. Mikhail ANTONOV. GIS Specialist, Department 

of Documentation and Archaeological Conservation, 

Institute of Archaeology of Kazakhstan, 44, Dostuk Av., 

050010 Almaty, Kazakhstan. Tel.: +7 727 2918663, Fax: 

+7 727 2913587. E-mail: archaeology@live.ru 

 K Y R G Y Z S T A N 

Mr. Sultan RAEV. Minister of Culture and 

Information. 78, Pyshkin street, 72001, Bishkek City. 

Kyrgyz Republic 

Mrs. Bakyt AMANBAEVA. Head of Department 

of Cultural Heritage, Institute of History and Cultural 

Heritage, National Academy of Sciences. 265-A, Chui 

Av., 720071 Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, Tel.: +996 312 243521, 

Mob.: +996 772 772517, E-mail: abakit_@mail.ru 

 N E P A L 

Mr. Kosh Prasad ACHARYA. Former Director 

General, Department of Archaeology, Government of 

Nepal. 1584/29 Likmarg, Kalanki, Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Tel: +977-1-4273429, Mobile: 9841407116, E-mail: 

kosh_acharya@yahoo.com 

Mr. Bishnu Raj KARKI. Director General, 

Department of Archaeology, Government of Nepal, Tel: 

+977-1-4250683 (Off), Fax: +977-1-4262856, E-mail: 
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2011, 3-6 May, Ashgabat, Turkmenistan

Second meeting of the Coordinating Committee on the Serial World 
Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads

Background

The UNESCO World Heritage Centre and the 

UNESCO Cluster Office in Tehran, in cooperation with 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan and the 

Turkmen National Commission for UNESCO organized 

the 2nd meeting of the Coordinating Committee of the 

Serial World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads 

from 3 to 6 May 2011 in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. 

The Workshop brought together the national focal 

points and experts from five Central Asian countries 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan) and China as well as other six partner 

countries: Afghanistan, Iran, India, Japan, Korea, and 

Nepal to review progress made by the participating 

countries in implementing the Action Plan as adopted in 

Xi’an, China in June 2008. 

It also aimed to review the thematic study carried out 

by ICOMOS, in order to enable a comparative analysis 

for the properties on the Tentative Lists submitted by 

the participating States Parties, and to decide on the 

strategy for nomination. The workshop also invited 

representatives/experts from Belgium and Japan to 

discuss further international cooperation on the serial 

World Heritage nomination of the Silk Roads.
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The second meeting of the Coordination Committee 

took place in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, in May 2011.  The 

Ashgabat meeting was composed of representatives 

of 12 Member States:  Afghanistan, China, India, Iran, 

Japan, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Kyrgyzstan, 

Nepal, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, of 

UNESCO,  as well as of experts from the International 

Council for Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), the 

International Institute for Central Asian Studies, an 

UNESCO category II Centre located in Samarkand,, 

Uzbekistan,  University College, London, United 

Kingdom, and the Raymond Lemaire International 

Centre for Conservation, the University of Leuven, 

Belgium.

Aim:

The aim of the Ashgabat Meeting was to review 

progress with the nomination process, to consider 

new guidance on trans-boundary serial nominations, 

arising from the International World Heritage expert 

meeting on serial nominations and properties in Ittingen, 

Switzerland, in February 2010 that is relevant to the 

future preparation of the Silk Roads serial nomination, to 

consolidate the nominations strategy, and to review the 

draft ICOMOS Thematic Study. 

Main Outcomes:

The participants of the meeting agreed to work 

towards achieving the following during 2011:

1. To accept, in principle, the corridor approach 

proposed by the Thematic Study, while recognising the 

need for further technical evaluation and clarification of 

the nomination process;

2. To establish an overall Silk Roads World 

Heritage nomination framework, reflecting the new 

guidance on serial trans-boundary nominations arising 

from the International World Heritage expert meeting 

on serial nominations and properties in Ittingen, 

Switzerland, February, 2010;

3. To agree, between Central Asian countries 

and China,  priority transnational corridors for the first 

phase of the Silk Roads nomination process; without 

excluding the possibility of other trans-national corridors 

being considered for nomination by the Coordination 

Committee;

4.  To re-activate  the existing Expert Group of 

delegates from Central Asia and China, in collaboration 

with the IICC – Xi’an, Secretariat of the Coordination 

Committee, through virtual communications;

5. To enhance technical capacity through 

the designation of  National Project Managers by  

governments, UNESCO National Commissions, 

or relevant authorities within  each participating 

State Party, for the preparation of the first phase of 

nominations (both national and transnational);

6. To develop and implement an appropriate 

management system for the identified Silk Roads 

nominations (both national and transnational); 

7. To request the UNESCO World Heritage 

Centre and ICOMOS  to identify facilitators and 

advisors for the first phase of the nomination process, 

in close cooperation with Coordinating Committee; 

to organise technical training on the Operational 

Guidelines for the Implementation of the World 

Heritage Convention; and to extend the Thematic Study 

to Korea and Japan;

8. To enhance the exchange of information 

related to the required documentation for preparation 

of nomination dossiers. (In this regard participants 

welcomed the UNESCO/Japan Funds-in-Trust 

project “Support for documentation standards and 

procedures of the Silk Roads World Heritage Serial 

and translational Nomination in Central Asia” and the 

Belgian project “Silk Roads Cultural Heritage Resource 

information System (CHRIS)”);

9. And to encourage State Parties to allocate 

necessary funds and resources for the timely 

preparation of nomination dossiers.

The meeting further agreed that since the potential 

target date for the official submission of the first phase 

of the Silk Roads transnational nomination dossiers 

could be 1 February 2013, the next meeting of the 

Coordinating Committee should take place before 

September  2012, in order to review and consider the 

draft nomination dossiers.

 

Delegates  of the Second Meeting of the 

Coordinating Committee on the Serial World Heritage 

Nomination of the Silk Roads expressed their gratitude 

to the:

- Government of Turkmenistan, in particular the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, , the  National Commission 

for  UNESCO, and other  authorities in Turkmenistan, for 

hosting the meeting, for their warm hospitality, for their 

support, and for the provision  of favourable conditions 

that allowed the successful organisation of the meeting;

- Ministry of Culture, TV and Radio Broadcasting, 

Turkmenistan, for the successful organisation of field 

trips to Kunya Urgench and the Parthian Fortress of 

Nissa, both World Heritage properties in Turkmenistan;

- UNESCO World Heritage Centre, ICOMOS, 

and the UNESCO offices in Teheran, Almaty, and 

Tashkent for facilitating the meeting.

Moreover, participants deeply appreciated 

the financial contributions for the meeting from the 

UNESCO/Japan Funds-in-Trust project and the 

UNESCO/Norway Funds-in-Trust project, as well as 

from the Government of Turkmenistan

Background

The network of land routes and settlements known 

as the Silk Roads that stretch from East Asia to the 

Mediterranean and down into the Indian subcontinent 

were the medium for the two-way transfer of trade 

goods for nearly two millennia. They also represent 

the history and culture of many societies and the time 

honoured social and cultural exchanges between East 

and West. The idea of preparing a serial nomination for 

the Silk Roads in Central Asia and China arose out of 

the 2005 UNESCO World Heritage Periodic Reporting 

cycle where State Parties identified such a nomination 

as a follow-up action. 

This ambitious and highly complex project may 

become the largest nomination of linked sites ever 

presented to the World Heritage Committee.  The Silk 

Roads Serial Nomination project has the capacity 

to further contemporary international exchange, 

and its success will be based on mutual cooperation 

between participating States Parties in the promotion of 

transnational serial nominations.

A concept paper for the Serial Nomination of the 

Silk Roads in Central Asia and China was adopted 

in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, in 2007, by the Central 

Asian and Chinese State Parties, and amended in 

June 2008 during a further Silk Roads consultation 

workshop in Xi’an, China. In May 2009, at the Silk 

Roads consultation meeting in Almaty, Kazakhstan, 

the participating Member States agreed to establish 

an intergovernmental Coordinating Committee on the 

Serial World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads. In 

November 2009, the first meeting of the Coordinating 

Committee took place in Xi’an, China. In this 

meeting, the Member States appointed the ICOMOS 

International Conservation Centre (IICC) Xi’an to be 

the Secretariat.  They also decided to create an expert 

group for documentation, and to request UNESCO 

and ICOMOS to carry out a Thematic Study of the Silk 

Roads. 

ASHGABAT  AGREEMENT
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Support for documentation 
standards and procedures of the 
Silk Roads World Heritage Serial and 
Transnational Nomination in Central 
Asia
 (Outline of the UNESCO-Japan FIT project)

Project Title: UNESCO Japan FIT project: “Support 

for documentation standards and procedures of the 

Silk Roads World Heritage Serial and Transnational 

Nomination in Central Asia”

Beneficiary Country: Central Asian Republics of 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan

Donor: Government of Japan

Time Frame: 3 years (Nov 2010 – Nov 2013)

Estimated Budget: 985,073 USD (including 13% 

support costs)

International Executing Agency: UNESCO

UNESCO Implementation Unit: World Heritage 

Centre in close collaboration with UNESCO field offices 

in Central Asia

National Implementation Agencies:

Kazakhstan - Institute of Archaeology of the 

National Academy of Sciences in partnership with the 

Archaeological Expertise Company;

Kyrgyzstan - Institute of History and Cultural 

Heritage of the National Academy of Sciences;

Tajikistan - Ministry of Culture and Institute of 

History, Archaeology and Ethnography;

Turkmenistan - Ministry of Culture, Department of 

Monument Protection, in partnership with the Institute of 

History;

Uzbekistan - Board of Monuments, in partnership 

with the Institute of Fine Arts, & the Institute of 

Archaeology.

 

This project aims to enable Central Asian Republics 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan) to undertake documentation of their cultural 

heritage independently in the near future through 

the capacity building, promotion of the technical 

transfer and building basic frameworks in the field of 

documentation of cultural heritage, which will be the 

basis for the on-going procedure for the Silk Roads 

World Heritage Serial and Transnational Nomination.

Currently China and five Central Asian Republics 

(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 

and Uzbekistan) are preparing together the serial 

nomination of the Silk Roads as World Heritage. 

However, the progress in the preparation for 

the nomination is varied among countries. The 

documentation of potential sites is making certain 

progress in China, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan while 

those in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan are only 

improving slowly, because of economic, technical and 

other circumstances. Taking into account that amongst 

the five Central Asian republics, Kazakhstan and 

Uzbekistan have a greater capacity in documentation 

than the other three countries, the project will focus 

principally to assist Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 

Turkmenistan while promoting the sharing of information 

and resources with Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.  

Therefore, the following main activities are 

proposed:

I. Three sub-regional workshops one in Uzbekistan 

on the documentation standard, one in Kazakhstan on 

the geophysical survey, and the last one on Drafting and 

Elaboration of Nomination dossier(s):

•  Development of documentation standards and 

methodologies 

One sub-regional workshop on documentation 

standards and methodologies is proposed to be held in 

Uzbekistan (Samarkand and/or Tashkent) for relevant 

authorities and experts of Central Asian countries. 

The workshop will assess existing documentation and 

inventory practices and will serve as a platform for 

standardization of national monuments’ registries. 

It is expected that the SilkCHRIS (Silk Road Cultural 

Heritage Resource Information System) project 

supported by the Belgian Government will contribute to 

the development and elaboration of a documentation 

system in synergy with the UNESCO/Japanese Funds-in-

Trust effort on documentation and capacity building.

•  Training on geophysical survey methods

One sub-regional workshop on geophysical survey 

of archaeological sites for Central Asian countries has 

been proposed to take place in Kazakhstan, including 

field activities at three priority sites (Borolday burial 

mounds, Sauran medieval city).

•  Training on drafting and elaboration of the World 

Heritage nomination dossier(s) for Silk Roads

One sub-regional workshop on drafting and 

elaboration of the World Heritage nomination dossier(s) 

for Silk Roads for Central Asian countries has been 

proposed. 

II. On-site training in approaches to site 

documentation in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 

and Turkmenistan including practical training at 

archaeological site

Training on metric survey of Silk Roads priority sites

On-site training and capacity building on 

documentation with basic equipment (Total Station, 

GPS, using aerial photography and satellite imagery 

& GIS) will be carried out on priority sites such as Chui 

Valley sites (Krasnaya Rechka) in Kyrgyzstan, Khulbuk 

and/or Hissar in Tajikistan, Kanka and/or Shahruhiya in 

Uzbekistan.

Training on documentation of Silk Roads sites

Turkmenistan has a close relationship with 

University College London in the field of protection of 

cultural heritages through the project at Ancient Merv. 

Turkmenistan has also made major advances in the 

development of its tentative list. However, Turkmenistan 

needs further technical and financial support, 

particularly to train Turkmen experts in the field of the 

documentation of cultural heritage, which is urgently 

needed to support “the Silk Road World Heritage Serial 

and Transnational Nomination” process.

Objectives: Practical training on site, including GIS 

training, GPS survey, topographic mapping, and aerial 

and satellite image interpretation.

Site selection: Current candidate sites includes Silk 

Roads nomination sites on the routes emanating from 

Merv, including Gorberkley.

III. Digitalization of archives, including acquisition of 

equipment and digitalisation in each partner country

Digitalization of archives

Support in digitalization of archives is envisaged 

under the project for all five Central Asian countries. This 

important activity will create a basis for the assessment 

of scattered data among countries and different 

institutions. Training for digitalization of archives will 

also be carried out (this training will be undertaken 

in connection to the workshops on documentation 

standards and methodologies to be conducted in 

Uzbekistan). Basic equipment for the digitalization of 

archives will be also provided.

The project will be implemented by the UNESCO 

World Heritage Centre, in close collaboration with the 

UNESCO Field Offices, the National Commissions 

for UNESCO and national heritage organizations in 

each country. The target beneficiaries of the project 

will be the national heritage professionals, experts and 

institutions, relevant government authorities, and the 

communities in which this heritage exists.

Silk Roads Cultural Resource 
Information System (CHRIS).   
 Development of an Information System in view  
 of the nomination of the serial transnational Silk 
 Roads World Heritage Property in Central Asia 

Beneficiary countries: Central Asian Republics of 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan.

Donor: Belgian Federal Science Policy Office, 

BELSPO, Belgium.

Time Frame: 36 month (04.2010 – 04.2013)
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World Heritage Serial Nominations: 
“Central Asian Petroglyph Sites” and 
“Central Asian Silk Roads”
 (Outline of the UNESCO Norway 
 FIT project)

Project Title: UNESCO Norway FIT project: World 

Heritage Serial Nominations: “Central Asian Petroglyph 

Sites” and “Central Asian Silk Roads”

Beneficiary Country: Central Asian Republics of 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan

Donor: Government of Japan

Time Frame: July 2007 – June 2011

Estimated Budget: 483,414 USD (including 13% 

support  costs)

International Executing Agency: UNESCO

UNESCO Implementation Unit: World Heritage 

Centre in close collaboration with UNESCO field offices 

in Central Asia.

National Implementation Agencies:

• Kazakhstan National Commission for UNESCO

• Kyrgyzstan National Commission for UNESCO

• Tajikistan National Commission for UNESCO

• Turkmenistan National Commission for UNESCO

• Uzbekistan National Commission for UNESCO

• ICOMOS

• International Institute for Central Asian Studies 

(IICAS, a UNESCO Category II institute)

In November 2005, a sub-regional (Central Asian) 

workshop for the follow-up of the 2003 Asian World 

Heritage Periodic Reporting Exercise for Central 

Asia was held in Almaty, Kazakhstan, and at the 

end of the workshop, a mid-term Action Plan for the 

implementation of the World Heritage Convention was 

adopted by the sub-regional participants. Although 

many different activities figure in the Action Plan, there 

was a common understanding among the sub-regional 

participants that the highest priority should be given 

to the Serial Nominations: “Central Asian Petroglyph 

Sites” and “Central Asian Silk Roads”, which appear to 

be the most promising concepts in the sub-region for 

World Heritage nomination. The nominations are in line 

with the World Heritage Committee Global Strategy 

and comply with both the ICOMOS Representativity 

Report 2004 and the ICOMOS Gap Report. The 

global importance of the Tamgaly Petroglyph Site in 

Kazakhstan was recognized when it was inscribed 

on the World Heritage List in 2004, as a result of four 

years of close cooperation between Kazakh partners, 

UNESCO and the Norwegian Directorate for Culture 

Heritage. 

The present project concerns the preparatory 

study, consultation and work for the above-mentioned 

sub-regional (Central Asian) World Heritage Serial 

Nominations where the nomination strategy and 

modality will be developed. The role of the UNESCO 

World Heritage Centre will be to act as a catalyst and 

facilitator for the Central Asian State Parties, and will 

provide guidance, expertise, and advice. It will be left to 

the States Parties themselves to make final decisions and 

to submit their own priority nominations. 

The present project aims to carry out:

I. Three sub-regional meetings in Central Asia :

•  the first focusing on Petroglyph Sites : First 

UNESCO Sub-Regional Workshop on Serial 

Nomination for Central Asian Petroglyph Sites, 26-30 

May 2008, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Heritage Centre. The project is executed by Belgian 

consortium headed by the Lemair International Centre 

for Conversation (RLICC), K.U. Leuven. The project 

aims to provide a holistic approach for the recording, 

documentation, protection and monitoring of potential 

World Heritage Properties in the Silk Road, currently 

involving five State Parties from Central Asia, namely, 

the Republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

Main Objectives:

-  Design and development of Information 

Management System capable of providing support 

for the preparation of World Heritage Nomination 

of properties located in Central Asia, specifically for 

the preparation of transnational proposals for those 

countries underrepresented on the UNESCO World 

Heritage List.

-  Development of a methodology for collecting and 

systemizing relevant data based on consultation with 

stakeholders, concepts of CHRIS to contribute to the 

OUV, nomination, monitoring and periodic reporting.

-  Preparation of cartography of the Silk Road at 

different scales.

-  Development of capacities in World Heritage 

documentation, protection, management, monitoring, 

and preparing periodic reporting in Central Asian 

countries. Organization of workshops in collaboration 

with focal points and involved centers under auspices of 

UNESCO and supported by the PRECOMOS-UNESCO 

Chair. 

-  Coordination with the regional workshops, with 

involved representatives of the Central Asia State 

Parties, UNESCO and the Category 2 Centers, and 

collaboration with the focal points.

Expected results.

-  Information Management System for the Silk 

Roads fed and managed by the five Central Asian State 

Parties.

-  Manuals and Guidelines improving the UNESCO 

Operational Guidelines for Serial World Heritage Sites 

with respect to documentation, monitoring and periodic 

reporting.

-  Academic Research: Study of cultural heritage for 

sites to be included  on the tentative list and overall study 

of the landscape and routes, including archaeological 

sites.

Executing Organizations: 

The project is supported by BELSPO in the 

framework of an agreement between BELSPO and the 

World Heritage Centre to support the development 

of CHRIS for the 5 Central Asian Countries. Belgian 

consortium funded by BELSPO: Raymond Lemair 

International Centre for Conversation (RLICC), University 

of Leuven (coordination), Geographic Information 

Management nv (GIM), Ghent University and Route You.

  National Implementation Agencies, which should 

benefit from the outcomes of the project to be able to 

prepare the nomination and monitor their contribution 

to the Silk Road World Heritage Property, once 

established:

• Kazakhstan – Institute of Archaeology of the 

National Academy of Sciences and Ministry of Culture; 

• Kyrgyzstan – Institute of History and Cultural 

Heritage of the National Academy of Sciences; 

• Tajikistan – Ministry of Culture and Institute of 

History, Archaeology and Ethnography; 

• Turkmenistan – Ministry of Culture, Department of 

Monument Protection and the Institute of History; 

• Uzbekistan – Ministry of Culture, Board of 

Monuments, in partnership with the Fine Arts Institute 

of the Academy of Science, and the Institute of 

Archaeology. 

Within the framework of the Global Strategy for a 

balanced, credible and representative World Heritage 

List and as follow-up to the Periodic Report for Asia, the 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre and the International 

Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) have 

been assisting State Parties in identifying  new and 

underrepresented categories of properties to be 

nominated on the World Heritage List, being the Silk 

Road serial transnational nomination one representative 

example. 

In this context, the Silk Roads Heritage Resource 

Information System (CHRIS) project, funded by Belgian 

Federal Policy Office (BELSPO), responds to the need 

expressed by UNESCO to support this process by 

developing a documentation system. The Silk Roads 

CHRIS aims to provide the necessary platform for the 

preparation of the Silk Roads Heritage Nomination in 

Central Asia, as well as its management, monitoring, 

reporting and documentation. The project is based 

on a collaborative agreement with UNESCO World 

System development.

With the use of GIS, Remote Sensing and geoICT 

technologies the Silk Roads CHRIS prototype will 

illustrate some of the functions of the information 

management system such as demonstration of heritage 

values (OUV); cartography, satellite images and 

adjustable resolutions and scales; heritage digital 

images, 3D models and associated meta-data; threats, 

risks preparedness and monitoring.

This bespoke system focusing on the Serial 

Transnational Nomination will be easily accessible 

for a general user and presented in a bilingual frame. 

Its use will not require extensive training. It consists 

in a protected web-based information management 

system, available within the Central Asian countries and 

outside meeting the requirements of sites managers and 

nomination coordinators. The system is interoperable, 

meaning open for other applications to communicate 

with as well as fully configurable and extensible to 

include additional component parts to be added to 

the initial nomination. It will support the documentation 

effort undertaken by the Central Asian State Parties 

and should be used both, as a joint repository and 

information sharing as well as management platform.
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P R O G R A M M E

3 MAY

Plenary Session I. Chairperson: representative from 

Turkmenistan

9.00-10.00. Opening Ceremony & Introduction.

Welcome speech by representative of host country - 

Turkmenistan; 

Welcome speech by the representative of host 

municipality - Ashgabat; 

Opening speech by the UNESCO representative, 

Mr Qunli HAN, Director of UNESCO Tehran Cluster 

Office and Representative of UNESCO to the Islamic 

Republic of Iran & Turkmenistan.

Opening greeting by the Japanese Donor 

representative from Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan or 

the Japanese Embassy in Turkmenistan

Introduction of the Second Coordinating Committee 

meeting by the World Heritage Centre representative, 

Dr. Roland LIN, Programme Specialist, Asia and the 

Pacific Section, UNESCO World Heritage Centre

10.00-10.30. Introduction of the participants and 

group photos

Plenary Session II. Chairperson: representative 

from China, Mr. Zhan GUO, co-chair of Coordinating 

Committee of the Serial World Heritage Nomination of 

the Silk Road

10.45-11.30. Guidance for the Serial Nomination 

Strategy, Mrs Susan DENYER, ICOMOS expert

11.30-12.30. Observations and open discussion in 

plenary

Plenary Session II continued. Chairperson: 

representative from Uzbekistan, Mr. Abdisafikhan 

RAKHMANOV, co-chair of Coordinating Committee of 

the Serial World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Road

14.00-16.00. Presentation of the ICOMOS Silk 

Road Thematic Study, Professor Tim Williams, ICOMOS 

Expert &  University College of London (United Kingdom)

Plenary Session II continues. Chairperson: Professor 

Tim Williams, ICOMOS Expert &  University College of 

London (United Kingdom)

16.15-17.45. Implications of the Strategy and 

Thematic Study in terms of 

- Documentation needs

- Capacity building

17.45-18.30. Discussion and agreement on the 

common strategy to be adopted for the Silk Roads 

Serial Nomination

4 MAY 

BRIEF PRESENTATION OF TURKMENISTAN 

CULTURAL HERITAGE SITES AND PROGRAMME. 

FIELD VISIT TO SILK ROADS CULTURAL HERITAGE 

SITES IN ASHGABAT

5 MAY

09.00-11.00. Plenary Session III. Chairperson: Mrs 

Susan DENYER, ICOMOS expert.

09:00-11:00. Guidance for the implementation of 

the adopted strategy, taking one concrete transnational 

example 

- Defining the OUV

- Defining the spatial and cultural profile

- Defining the coordination strategy

Plenary Session IV. Chairperson: representative 

from Kazakhstan.

11.15 – 13.00. Workshops in small groups. In view 

of the above adopted strategy for this serial nomination 

and of the preparation already undertaken by the 

participating States until date, how to proceed further 

with regards to the Tentative Lists, selection of specific 

routes, defining OUVs, cultural and spatial profiles, 

protection and management mechanisms and the 

modalities required for coordination between states.

14.30 – 16.00. Workshops to continue.

Plenary Session IV continues. Chairperson: 

representative from Kyrgyzstan.

16.20 – 18.30. Presentations of the outcomes of the 

workshops.

6 MAY Plenary Session V. Chairperson: 

representative from Tajikistan.

9.00 – 11.00. Consensus on Implementation of the 

Nomination Strategy : based on the outcomes of the 

previous day workshops

Plenary Session VI. Chairperson: Dr. Roland LIN, 

Programme Specialist, Asia and the Pacific Section, 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre.

Discussion on International cooperation projects 

for assisting the serial World Heritage nomination of the 

Silk Roads

11.15 – 12.30

• Review of the UNESCO Norway FIT project 

World Heritage Serial Nominations: “Central Asian 

Petroglyph Sites” and “Central Asian Silk Roads”, by Mr. 

Yuri PESHKOV, UNESCO Almaty Central Asia Cluster 

Office

• Introduction and Launching of the UNESCO 

Japan FIT project ‘Support for Documentation 

standards and procedures of the Silk Roads World 

Heritage Serial and Transnational Nomination in 

Central Asia’, by Mr Kazuya YAMAUCHI, Head, 

Regional Environment Section, Japan Center for 

International Cooperation in Conservation, National 

Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, Japan 

• Presentation of the Silk Roads Cultural 

Heritage Resource Information System (CHRIS), 

supported by BELSPO, by Prof. Koenraad Van BALEN, 

Director of Raymond Lemaire International Center for 

Conservation, K.U. Leuven, Belgium

Plenary Session VII. Chairperson: Mr Qunli HAN, 

Director of UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office and 

Representative of UNESCO to the Islamic Republic of 

Iran & Turkmenistan

Steps forwards :Work plan, Recommendations and 

Closure

14.00 – 16.00. Discussion and agreement on 

the timetable and development of a work plan for 

preparing serial World Heritage nomination

16.15 – 17.00. Adoption of conclusion and 

recommendations of the Workshop

17.30. Closure

•  the second focusing on Silk Roads : First 

meeting of the Coordinating Committee of the Serial 

Transboundary World Heritage Nomination of the Silk 

Roads, November 2009, Xi’an, China

•  and the third focusing on the Serial Nomination 

strategy and modality : Second UNESCO Sub-Regional 

Workshop on a Serial Nomination for Rock Art sites 

in Central Asia, 6-10 September 2010, Samarkand, 

Uzbekistan.

Each sub-regional meeting will, to the greatest 

extent possible, involve participants from the national 

meetings (mentioned below) in order to enable them to 

apply the skills acquired during their national meeting 

for World Heritage Nomination to the sub-regional 

approach.  The final/third sub-regional level meeting 

will review the findings of the national meetings and 

will elaborate on the regional strategy and regional 

guidelines for serial nominations.

II.  One annual national meeting in each 

participating country; 

On the national level: each participating countries 

should carry out the preparatory study, consultation and 

work before attending the three sub-regional (Central 

Asian) World Heritage Serial Nominations Workshops. 

And in Autumn of each year, it is suggested to hold a 

national annual meeting in order to better prepare and 

follow-up on the recommendations of the sub-regional 

workshop. The results of the above-mentioned sub-

regional workshop will be proposed for discussion and 

follow-up at the national level annual meeting with all 

of the stakeholders in each participating country. By 

dialoguing with the stakeholders, agreement on the 

following issues can be achieved: 

•  Harmonization of the Tentative Lists

•  Identification of priority for actions

•  Resource allocation. 

The national level meeting will also recommend 

candidate sites for World Heritage serial nomination in 

the near future and will identify nomination challenges 

for each candidate site recommended.

The project is being implemented by the UNESCO 

World Heritage Centre, in close collaboration with the 

UNESCO Field Offices, the National Commissions 

for UNESCO, ICOMOS, IICAS and national heritage 

organizations in each country. 
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          KAZAKHSTAN
Mr.Karl BAIPAKOV, Honorable Director of the 

Institute of Archeology named after A.margulan, 
Member of the National Academy of Sciences of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan. E-mail: k_baipakov@nursat.kz

Ms. Almagul UZYKHANOVA, Chief expert of the 
historical-cultural heritage division, Ministry of Culture of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan. E-mail: almashaih@mik.kz

 KYRGYZSTAN
Mrs./Dr. AMANBAYEVA Bakyt, Senior scientist 

of the National Academy of Sciences of the Kyrgyz 
Republic(expert with a background on history and 
archeology). E-mail: a_bakyt@mail.ru

Ms. KORCHUEVA Elnura, Secretary General of 
the Kyrgyz National Commission for UNESCO(the 
official prossessing the necessary authority). E-mail: 
natcomunesco@totel.kg, elnkorch@yahoo.com

 NEPAL   
Mr. Sukra Sagar SHRESTHA, Expert, sukra_sagar@

hotmail.com 
Mr Bishnu Raj KARKI, Director General, Department 

of Archaeology, Government of Nepal. E-mail: bishnu_
krk@hotmail.com website:www.doa.gov.np, 

 KOREA    
Mr.Hee-Ung PARK, Focal Point for the Government, 

Cultural Heritage Administration. E-mail: hwpark63@
korea.kr 

Ms. Minok KIM, Programme Officer, International 
Affairs Division, Cultural Heritage Administration, Email  
: minok121@gmail.com

 TAJIKISTAN
Mr.Murod KOMILOV, Secretary – General, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Tajikistan National Commission for 
UNESCO. E-mail:unesco@mfa.tj;m.komilov@mail.ru  

Mr.Sherali KHODJAEV, Specialist of Safeguarding 
and Using of Historical and Cultural Heritage 
Department of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of 
Tajikistan. E-mail:sheraly@mail.ru 

 TURKMENISTAN
Dr.MAUEDOV M.A., Chief, Department for 

protection research and restoration of historical and 
cultural momuments, Ministry of Culture, TV and Radio 
Broadcasting of Turkmenistan. E-mail: momument@

online.tm
Mrs.MURADOVA E.A. Expert, Department for 

protection research and restoration of historical and 
cultural momuments, Ministry of Culture, TV and Radio 
Broadcasting of Turkmenistan. E-mail: momument@
online.tm

 UZBEKISTAN
Mr. Abdisafikhan RAKHMANOV, Deputy Head 

of the Principal Department for the Preservation and 
Utilization of Cultural Objects of the Ministry of Culture 
and Sports of Uzbekistan. E-mail: merosuz@mail.ru

Prof. (Mr.) Shakirdjan PIDAEV, Director of the Fine 
Arts Institute of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan, 
E-mail: merosuz@mail.ru

 INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL EXPERTS
Ms. (Dr.) Susan DENYER, World Heritage Adviser. 

E-mail: susan.denyer@denyers.net 
Mr. Tim WILLIAMS, Institute of Archaeology, 

University College London (UCL), UK. E-mail: 
tim.d.williams@ucl.ac.uk

Ms. Natalia TUREKULOVA, President ICOMOS 
Kazakhstan. Email: icomos@kumbez.kz

Mr Koenraad Van BALEN, Belgian expert, 
representing the Silk Roads Cultural Resource 
Information System (CHRIS) - Director of Raymond 
Lemaire International Center for Conservation, K.U. 
Leuven, Belgium. E-mail: koenraad.vanbalen@bwk.
kuleuven.be

Mr.Gaigysyz JORAEV, UCL Phd Candidate 
(Facilitator). E-mail: are g.joraev@ucl.ac.uk 

Mr. Dmitry VOYAKIN, Chief of the documentation 
and archeological conservation section, the Institute 
of Archeology named after A.Margulan. E-mail: d_
voyakin@hotmail.com

Mr. (Dr.) Shahin MUSTAFAYEV, Director of 
International Institute for Central Asian Studies  (IICAS). 
E-mail: iicas@rol.uz ;mustafayevsm@yahoo.co.uk. Web-
site: www.iicas-unesco.org

Mr.Vincent TIGNY, Earth observation project 
manager, GIM, Belgium. Partner Silk Roads CHRIS. 
vincent.tigny@gim.be

Mrs.Ona VILEIKIS, Project Coordinator, Silk Roads 
CHRIS. Doctoral Researcher, K.U.Leuven, Belgium, ona.
vileikis@asro.kuleuven.be

 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre
Dr.LIN Chih-Hung, Roland. Asia and the Pacific 

Section, World Heritage Centre, UNESCO. r.lin@
unesco.org]

 UNESCO Field Offices 
Mr.Qunli HAN, Director of UNESCO Office in 

Tehran, Email: q.han@unesco.org/ hanqunli@usa.net, 
Mr. Jorge Ivan ESPINAL, UNESCO Representative in 

UZBEKISTAN, Head of UNESCO Tashkent(Uzbekistan).  
E-mail: s.allayarov@unesco.org

Mr. Yuri PESHKOV, Culture Unit, UNESCO Almaty 
Cluster Office for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan, Culture Specialist, UNESCO Almaty Cluster 
Office. E-mail: y.peshkov@unesco.org 

Mr. Sanjar ALLAYAROV, Culture offial, UNESCO 
Tashkent Office. E-mail: s.allayarov@unesco.org

 ICOMOS IICC Xi'an 
 (Secretariat to the Coordinating Committee)
Ms. Tao LIANG. Principle, Department of Historic 

Cultural Site and Building Planning and Design, IICC-
Xi'an. secretariat@iicc.org.cn

Mr.Shao ZHENYU, IICC-Xi'an. E-mail: secretariat@
iicc.org.cn

Ms. Iuliia IZVEKOVA, IICC-Xi'an. E-mail: secretariat@
iicc.org.cn

 TURKMENISTAN 
 (National experts participants as observers)
Dr.YUSUPOV H. Main scientific worker, Institute of 

History, The Turkmenistan Academy of Sciences. E-mail: 
poladov@mail.ru

Dr.GORBANOR M.B. Director, Institute of 
Archeology and History, The Turkmenistan Academy of 
Sciences. E-mail: poladov@mail.ru

 Dr.ESENOV B. Chief, Department of the History 
of Turkmenistan, The State University after named 
Magfymguly. E-mail: poladov@mail.ru

Prof. GUBAYEV A. Chief, Department of Archeology, 
The State University after named Magfymguly. E-mail: 
poladov@mail.ru

 Mr.POLADOV Kouvandyk, Secretary-General of 
Turkmenistan National commission to UNESCO. E-mail: 
poladov@mail.ru

JAPANESE EMBASSY in Turkmenistan

 L I S T  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S

 AFGHANISTAN       
Mr. Mohammad Reza AZEMI, Responsible for 

cultural affairs of the Serial World Heritage Nomination 
of the Silk Road. E-mail: dl.afghanistan@unesco-
delegations.org   

Mr. Aziz Ahmad Panjsheri, Member of the Board of 
Policy, Ministry of Information and Culture. E-mail: aziz.
panjsheri@gmail.com  

 CHINA
Mr. GUO ZHAN, Vice President of ICOMOS 

International, Secretary-General  of ICOMOS/China. 
E-mail: Guozhan1@126.com 

Tong Wei, Deputy Director-General,Section of 
World Cultural Heritage, State Administration of 
Cultural Heritage. E-mail: tongjiashi@hotmail.com

 INDIA   
Dr.B.R.MANI, Joint Director General, ASI. E-mail: 

jdg2.asi@gmail.com  
Mr.R.K.VERMA, Assistant Superintending 

Archaeologist, ASI, E-mail: rkverma60@gmail.com  

 IRAN          
Dr. Mohammad Hassan TALEBIAN, Manager of 

the cultural heritage site of Pasargad, Iran. E-mail: 
mh.talebian@gmail.com   

Mrs. Parvin SADRESEGHATOLESLAMI, Consultant 
of president, Iran's Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and 
Tourism Organization, Massoudieh Monument, 

 JAPAN   
Mr Kazuya YAMAUCHI, Head, Regional 

Environment Section, Japan Center for International 
Cooperation in Conservation, National Research 
Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. E-mail: 
yamauchi@tobunken.go.jp

Mr Masashi ABE(Observer), Research Fellow, Japan 
Centre for International Cooperation in Conservation, 
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, 
Tokyo, Japan, Address:Address: 13-14, Ueno Koen, 
Taito-ku, 110-8713 Japan, Tel.: +81 3 3832 4809, Fax: 
+81-3-3823-4867, E-mail: abe@tobunken.go.jp

Mr. Susumu MORIMOTO, Chief, Information 
Section, Nara National Research Institute for Cultural 
Properties. E-mail: susumu@nabunken.go.jp
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2012, 22-23 March, Tashkent, Uzbekistan

Expert Members Meeting of the Coordination Committee 
Silk Roads World Heritage Serial and Transnational Nomination

UNESCO World Heritage Centre together with 
the UNESCO Offices in Almaty and Tashkent, in close 
cooperation with the Principal Department for the 
Preservation and Utilization of Cultural Objects of the 
Ministry of Culture and Sports of Uzbekistan and the 
International Institute for Central Asian Studies (IICAS), 
an UNESCO category II Centre located in Samarkand, 
Uzbekistan organized a two days Expert Members 
Meeting of the Coordination Committee, Silk Roads 
World Heritage Serial and Transnational Nomination 
from  22–23 March 2012, Tashkent, Uzbekistan. This 
two days meeting was significantly supported from the 
financial contribution made available to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre through the Belgian Science 
Policy Office (BELSPO).  

As a follow up to the Ashgabat Agreement of May 
2011 and the September 2011 Tashkent agreed a 
3-years Action Plan, the meeting has brought together 
about 35 participants including the national experts from 
the States Parties of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan Uzbekistan, and China, international and 
regional experts and UNESCO in order to discuss and 
agree upon the points below: 

1. To present, to discuss and to agree upon the Final 
version of ICOMOS Thematic study;

2. To establish and to discuss an overall Silk Roads 
serial nomination(s) framework, reflecting the new 
guidance on serial trans-boundary nominations arising 
from the International World Heritage expert meeting 
on serial nominations and properties in Ittingen, 
Switzerland, February, 2010;

3. To follow up of the Ashgabat May Agreement 
2011 and the September 2011 Tashkent agreed 3 - 
years Action Plan; 

4. To update the current statute of re-activation of 
the existing Expert Group of delegates from Central 
Asia and China, in collaboration with the IICC – Xi’an, 
Secretariat of the Coordination Committee, through 
on line virtual – communications – and update the 
IICC-Xi’an “Newsletter” and “ Silk Roads on the Cloud “ 
communication systems;

5. To review the progress of the UNESCO 
Japanese Funds-in-Trust funded project on ‘Support 
for documentation standards and procedures of the 
Silk Roads World Heritage Serial and Transnational 
Nomination in Central Asia,’ and the Belgian project 
“Silk Roads Cultural Heritage Resource information 
System (CHRIS)”;
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6. To work on the priority of the transnational 
heritage corridors for the first phase of the Silk Roads 
nomination process: the two  transnational corridors (one 
covering China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and another 
covering Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan), 
as well as to agree upon the detailed work plan in 
consideration of the submission deadline of 1 February 
2013;

7. To define the scope of assistance that could be 
provided by an identified regional facilitator for the first 
phase of the nomination process, in close cooperation 
with the Coordinating Committee;

8. To enhance the technical capacity through the 
designation of National Project Managers through each 
respective governments. 

P R O G R A M M E

22 MARCH 
09:00 – 10:00 Opening session. Chairperson: 

Mr. Abdusafikhon Rakhmanov (Board of Monuments, 
Uzbekistan, Co-chair, Silk Roads Coordination 
Committee)

- Welcome speech by the Minister of Culture and 
Sport of the Republic of Uzbekistan

- Welcome speech by Mr. Jorge Ivan Espinal,  Head 
of UNESCO Office in Tashkent

- Greeting from Mr Guo Zhan, Vice President, 
ICOMOS, China, Co-chair, Silk Roads Coordination 
Committee

- Objectives of the meeting by Dr. Roland Lin, 
UNESCO, World Heritage Centre

- Introduction of participants, group photo
10:30 – 11:30 Session I. Presentation, discussion and 

agreement upon the Final version of ICOMOS Thematic 
study. Chairpersons: Mr. Abdusafikhon Rakhmanov 
(Board of Monuments, Uzbekistan, Co-chair, Silk 
Roads Coordination Committee) &  Mr Guo Zhan 
(Vice President, ICOMOS, China, Co-chair, Silk Roads 
Coordination Committee)

Presenter: Professor Tim William (UCL, ICOMOS 
Expert for Silk Roads Thematic Studies)

11:30 – 12:30 Session II. Establishing and discussing 
an overall Silk Roads serial nomination(s) framework. 
Chairpersons: Dr. Roland Lin (UNESCO, World Heritage 
Centre) & Kazakhstan representative

Presenter: Mr Guo Zhan (Vice President, ICOMOS, 
China, Co-chair, Silk Roads Coordination Committee)

14:00 – 16:00 Session III. Updating of the 
international collaboration and support for the Central 
Asian Silk Roads serial nomination(s). Chairpersons: 
Mr. Jorge Ivan Espinal (Head of UNESCO Office in 
Tashkent) & Kyrgyzstan representative

Presenters: 
1. IICC – Xi’an (Secretariat of the Coordination 

Committee): on line virtual – communications – and 
update the IICC-Xi’an “Newsletter” and “ Silk Roads on 
the Cloud “ communication systems;

2. Mr. Kazuya Yamauchi (Japan) & Yuri Peshkov 
(UNESCO Almaty): UNESCO Japanese Funds-in-
Trust funded project on 'Support for documentation 
standards and procedures of the Silk Roads World 
Heritage Serial and Transnational Nomination in 
Central Asia,' 

3. Ms. Ona Vileikis Tamayo ( Belgium) &  Mr. 

Dmitry VOYAKIN (Kazakhstan, regional facilitator) : 
Belgian project “Silk Roads Cultural Heritage Resource 
information System (CHRIS)”

4. Dr. Roland Lin (UNESCO World Heritage 
Centre) & Yuri Peshkov (UNESCO Almaty): UNESCO 
Norwegian Funds-in-Trust funded project final 
UNESCO-ICOMOS publication of Silk Roads World 
Heritage Serial and Transnational Nomination in 
Central Asia

16:30 – 17:30 Session IV. Discussion of the progress 
made of the Ashgabat May Agreement 2011 and the 
September 2011 Tashkent agreed 3 - year Action Plan

Chairpersons: Sanjar Allayarov (UNESCO Tashkent) 
& Uzbekistan representative

Presenter: Professor Tim William (UCL, ICOMOS 
Expert for Silk Roads Thematic Studies) & Mr. Dmitry 
VOYAKIN (Kazakhstan, regional facilitator)

17:30 – 18:30 Session V. Defining and discussion of 
the scope of assistance that could be provided by an 
identified regional facilitator & capacity building 

Chairpersons: Professor Tim William (UCL, ICOMOS 
Expert for Silk Roads Thematic Studies) & Turkmenistan 
representative 

Presenter: Mr. Dmitry VOYAKIN (Kazakhstan, 
regional facilitator)

23 MARCH 
09:00 – 10:30. Session VI. Presentation of the 

progress and discussion of the two transnational 
corridors (one covering China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
and another covering Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and 
Turkmenistan). Chairpersons: Mr. Yuri Peshkov 
(UNESCO Almaty) & Tajikistan representative

Presenters: 
1. China + Kyrgyzstan + Kazakhstan (coordinated 

by &  Mr. Guo Zhan, Co-chair, Silk Roads Coordination 
Committee)

2. Uzbekistan + Tajikistan + Turkmenistan 
(coordinated by Mr. Abdusafikhon Rakhmanov, Co-
chair, Silk Roads Coordination Committee)

3. Professor Tim William (UCL, ICOMOS Expert for 
Silk Roads Thematic Studies)

11:00 – 12:00. Session VII. Presentation, 
discussion and agreement upon the detailed work 
plan in consideration of the first Silk Roads serial and 
transnational submission deadline of 1 February 
2013. Chairpersons/ Presenters: Mr.Abdusafikhon 
Rakhmanov (Co-chair, Silk Roads Coordination 
Committee) &  Mr Guo Zhan (Co-chair, Silk Roads 
Coordination Committee)

12:00 – 12:30. Session VIII. To discuss the 
preparation of the 3rd Silk Roads Coordination 
Committee meeting (September-October 2012, Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan) and how to enhance the technical capacity 
of the National Project Managers of each respective 
governments. Chairpersons: Mr. Shahin Mustafayev 
(Director, International Institute for Central Asian Studies 
-IICAS) & Mr. Yuri Peshkov (UNESCO Almaty)

Presenters : Mrs./Dr. Amanbayeva Bakyt 
(Kyrgyzstan) & Mr. Dmitry VOYAKIN (Kazakhstan, 
regional facilitator)

12:30 – 13:00. Closing session. Chairpersons: 
Mr. Abdusafikhon Rakhmanov (Co-chair, Silk Roads 
Coordination Committee) &  Mr Guo Zhan (Co-chair, 
Silk Roads Coordination Committee)

 L I S T  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S

 K A Z A K H S T A N
Mr. Karl BAYPAKOV. Honorary Director of the 

Institute of Archaeology MES RK. Tel:  +7(727)2911523, 
E-mail:   kbaipakov@mail.ru

Ms.  Akmaral YELESHEVA. Attache, Kazakhstan 
National Commission for UNESCO and  ISESCO. Tel: 
+77272720661, E-mail:  akma_yelesheva@hotmail.com

Mr. Olzhas SHARIYAZDANOV, Main Expert of 
Culture Committee of the Ministry of culture and 
information of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Tel   +7 7172 
74 04 34, E-mail: shariyazdanov@mki.kz

 K Y R G Y Z  R E P U B L I C
Ms.  Baktigyl BELEKOVA. Head of the department 

on preservation of monuments, Ministry of culture and 
tourism of Kyrgyz Republic. Tel: +996312664028, E-mail: 
belekova81@mail.ru    

 T A D J I K I S T A N
Mr. Sherali KHODJAEV. Specialist in historical 

culture and material culture of the Ministry of Culture 
of Tajikistan. Phone: +(992 37) 221 64  66, E-Mail: 
sherali@mail.ru

 T U R K M E N I S T A N
Mr. Hemra YUSUPOV. Chief scientific worker, 

Turkmenistan Academy of Sciences, Institute of History. 
Tel : (9312) 93 08 67, E-mail: kpoladov@yahoo.com

 U Z B E K I S T A N
Mr. Tursunali KUZIEV. Minister of Culture and sport 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Tel: +998712398331, 
+998712394261

Mr. Ravshan MANSUROV. Head of the Principal 
Department for Preservation and Utilization of 
Cultural Objects of the Ministry of Culture and Sports 
of Uzbekistan. Phone: + 998 71 227 05 86,  E-mail: 
merosuz@mail.ru

Mr. Abdisafikhan RAKHMANOV (Co-Chair). Deputy 
Head, Principal Department for the Preservation and 
Utilization of Cultural Objects of the Ministry of Culture 
and Sports of Uzbekistan. Phone: + 998 71 227 05 86,  
E-mail: merosuz@mail.ru

Mr. Shakirdjan PIDAEV. Director, Institute of Fine Arts 
of the Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan. Phone: + 998 
71 239 42 78, 239 17 71, E-mail: sanat@uzsci.net

Mr. Yuriy BURYAKOV. Deputy Head, Professor, 
Academician, Institute of History of the Academy of 
Sciences of Uzbekistan. Tel.: (+998-71) 262.38.73, 
E-mail: tarih@uzsci.net

Mr. Server ASHIROV. Head of Archaeology Section, 
Principal Department for Preservation and Utilization 
of Cultural Monuments of the Ministry of Culture and 
Sports of Uzbekistan. Tel.: (+998-71) 227.09.93, E-mail: 
merosuz@mail.ru

Mr. Alisher IKRAMOV. Secretary-General, National 
Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan for UNESCO. 
Phone: + (998 71) 2670542 / 2670561, E-mail: unesco@
natcom.ccc.uz 

 C H I N A
Mr. Guo ZHAN (Co-Chair). Vice President of 

ICOMOS(International Council on Monuments and 
Sites), ICOMOS China. Tel :0086 10 6503 5899, E-mail: 
guozhan1@126.com

Mrs. Tong WEI. Deputy Director, World Heritage 
Division, China State Administration of Cultural 
Heritage, Tel: 0086-10-59881637, E-mail: tongjiashi@

hotmail.com
Mr. Feng  JIAN. Deputy Director,  ICOMOS 

International Conservation Center-Xi’an(IICC-X), Tel/fax: 
0086-29-85246378 , E-mail: secretariat@iicc.org.cn

Mr. Gong TIAN. Head of IICC-X Information Centre 
(ICOMOS International Conservation Center-Xi’an 
(IICC-X). Tel: +86-29-85423339, E-mail: newsletter@iicc.
org.cn 

 I N T E R N A T I O N A L  &  R E G I O N A L   
 E X P E R T S  &  F A C I L I T A T O R S

Mr. Tim WILLIAMS (UK). UCL, ICOMOS Expert for 
Silk Roads Thematic Studies. Tel: +44 208 5201680, 
E-mail: tim.d.williams@ucl.ac.uk

Mr. Kazuya YAMAUCHI (Japan). Head, Regional 
Environment Section, Japan Center for International 
Cooperation in Conservation, National Research 
Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. Phone: +81-3-
3823-4809, E-mail: yamauchi@tobunken.go.jp

Ms. Ona VILEIKIS TAMAYO (Belgium). Doctoral 
Researcher, KULeuven, Raymond Lemaire International 
Centre for Conservation,  Belgium. Tel: +32 (0)16 32 
1748, E-mail: ona.vileikis@asro.kuleuven.be

Ms. Bakyt AMANBAYEVA ( Regional Facilitator). 
Senior scientist of the National Academy of Sciences of 
the Kyrgyz Republic(expert with a background on history 
and archeology). Phone: off. +996 312 642664, E-mail: 
abakit_@mail.ru

Mr. Dmitry VOYAKIN ( Regional Facilitator). 
Director of Archaeological Expertise Scientific 
Organization, Head of Department of Documentation 
and Archaeological Conservation of the Institute of 
Archaeology MES RK. Phone: +7 7272 938607, E-mail: 
d_voyakin@hotmail.com 

 I I C A S
Mr. Shahin MUSTAFAEV. Director, International 

Institute for Central Asian Studies. Tel +998-66-
2351520, E-mail: iicas@rol.uz, mustafayevsm@yahoo.
co.uk 

 U N E S C O
Mr. Jorge Ivan ESPINAL. Head, UNESCO office in 

Tashkent. Phone: +998 71 120 71 54, 120 71 16, E-mail: 
ji.espinal@unesco.org

Mr. Roland LIN. Programme Specialist, Asia Pacific 
Region, World Heritage Center. Phone.: + 33 (0) 1 45 68 
11 81, E-mail: r.lin@unesco.org

Mr. Yuri PESHKOV. Culture Specialist, UNESCO 
Almaty Cluster Office. Phone: + 7 727 2582639, E-mail: 
y.peshkov@unesco.org

Mr. Sanjarbek ALLAYAROV. Culture Officer, 
UNESCO office in Tashkent. Phone: +998 71 120 71 54, 
120 71 16, E-mail: s.allayarov@unesco.org

Ms. Karina NASIBYANTS. Assistant to Project 
Coordinator, UNESCO office in Tashkent. Phone: +998 
71 120 71 54, 120 71 16, E-mail: k.nasibyants@unesco.
org 

 O B S E R V E R S
Mr. Gagysyz JORAYEV. Research Assistant,  Institute 

of Archaeology, University College London,  UK. Tel: 
+44 77988 36435, E-mail: g.joraev@ucl.ac.uk

Ta
sh

k
e

n
t,

 2
0

1
2 

 



92 93

M E M O R A N D U M

Memorandum of the Serial Transnational World 

Cultural Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads: Initial 

Section and Network of Routes of Tian-Shаn Corridor 

Invited bу State Administration of Cultural 

Heritage of China (SACH), experts and delegates 

from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, UNESCO Almaty 

Office, and relevant institutes and provincial cultural 

heritage administrations of China participated in 

the International Consultative Meeting for the Serial 

Transnational World Cultural Heritage Nomination of 

the Silk Roads in Uгumqi, China, оп 27th Dесеmbег 

2011. Befoгe the meeting, the participants have visited 

а numbeг of sites along the Silk Roads in China. The 

meeting was organized bу Xinjiang Uyguг Autonomous 

Region Administration of Cultural Heгitage, co-

organized bу ICOMOS Inteгnational Conservation 

Center-Xi'an (IICC-X). 

The delegates reasserted that the important 

achievements and resolutions reached duгing the 

five rounds of international negotiations and two 

Coordinating Committee meetings since the launching 

of Serial Transnational World Cultural Heritage 

Nomination of the Silk Roads shall bе well-respected. 

Moreoveг, further consensus оп the coordination woгk 

of the nomination has bееп reached as below: 

1. Participating countries and title of the nomination 

project 

Undeг the fгamework of the Coordinating 

Committee for the Serial Tгansnational World Cultural 

Heгitage Nomination of the Silk Roads, and based оп 

the resolutions reached during the 1st (Xi'an, 2009) and 

the 2nd (Ashgabat, 2011) meetings of the Committee, 

the first phase tгansnational nomination will bе jointly 

prepaгed bу China, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, 

with the proposed title "Silk Roads: Initial Section and 

Network of Routes of Tian-Shan Соггidог", (hereinafter 

referred to as Silk Roads Nomination-SRN). 

2. Estimated timeframe for the nomination 

Following the timeframe decided bу the meeting of 

the Coordinating Committee held in Ashgabat in 2011, 

China, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan will submit the draft 

nomination dossier of the SRN to the World Heritage 

Center for technical check bу the end of Septembeг 

2012, and submit officially the final dossier befoгe the 

1st February, 201З. 

З. Operating mechanism 

It is suggested that а Steering Committee bе 

estabIished bу three governmental representatives at 

the' deputy minister level ог аbоvе, and with decision-

making authority, each designated bу the гesponsibIe 

authoгities of China, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. The 

Steeгing Committee is гesponsibIe for cooгdination 

of the pгepaгation of SRN, and its monitoring, 

conseгvation and management. It shall hold its fiгst 

meeting before 15th Apгil, 2012. 

А working group is set under the Steering 

Committee, with three representatives fгom each 

country (опе government official and two experts), 

and IICC-X will bе its secretariat. The members for the 

woгking group from each country shall bе confiгmed 

and noticed to IICC-X before 28th February 2012, 

while the members of the Steering Committee shall bе 

designated befoгe its fiгst meeting. 

The Steeгing Committee, as well as the woгking 

group shall keep in touch foг regular cooгdination 

through email, phone calls, etc., while significant matters 

will bе discussed and decided bу holding meetings. 

Representatives from UNESCO, ICOMOS and otheг 

inteгnational organizations will bе welcomed to take 

part in гelevant matters. 

4. Nomination dossieг 

А. А single nomination dossier will bе developed 

and signed bу the thгee countries. The гelevant parts of 

the draft nomination dossier shall bе compiled bу each 

countгy at the national level in accoгdance with the 

format and requiгements of the Operatioпal 

Guideliпes for the iтpleтeпtatioп of the World 

Heritage Caпveпtioп. In order to ensure the quality of 

the dossier, it is suggested that the working group bе 

responsibIe for drafting Chapter Three Justificatioп for 

Iпscriptioп, and to assembIe the whole dossier. 

В. English will bе used as the language of the 

nomination dossier, and it shall bе used as the working 

language bу the working group during the preparation 

process of the dossier. 

С. It is primarily planned that the first meeting of the 

working group will bе held before 15th April, 2012 to 

basically determine the content of Chapter Three, the 

sites to bе nominated from each country, and preferabIy 

contents of the rest of the draft nomination dossier. The 

second meeting to bе held before 15th August 2012 

will largely confirm the contents of the draft dossier. 

The final dossier will bе fundamentally decided bу the 

third meeting of the working group по later than 10th 

October, 2012. The final dossier signed bу the three 

countries shall bе submitted to the World Heritage 

Center before the 1st February, 201З. China is willing 

to cover relevant expenses for organizing the meetings 

and printing the dossier, as well as to provide relevant 

assistance if it's needed. 

5. Monitoring, conservation and management 

А transnational coordination mechanism for 

the monitoring, conservation and management of 

the nominated properties of the Silk Roads shall bе 

estabIished under the framework of the Steering 

Committee. Meanwhile, specialized laws, regulations, 

plans shall also bе worked out and promulgated bу 

each country for conservation and management of 

the Silk Roads within its jurisdiction. Activities related 

to monitoring, conservation, management, and 

archaeological researches for the nominated properties 

shall bе carried out accordingly. 

6. Archival database 

Each country shall estabIish the archival database 

for its own cultural heritages of the Silk Roads, 

and shall suppoгt IICC-X to actively play its role as 

the International Secretariat of the Coordinating 

Committee, and the Archival Information Center for 

the Serial Transnational World Cultural Heritage 

Nomination of the Silk Roads. 

7. Initial signing 

Delegates paгticipating in the International 

Consultative Meeting for the Serial Transnational World 

Cultuгal Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads hereby 

initiate this memorandum. They agree to facilitate to 

sign аn agreement bу the responsible authorities of 

the governments of China, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan 

before 15th April, 2012, following the basic principles 

set in the memo, for the joint world cultural heritage 

nomination of "Silk Roads: Initial Section and Network 

of Routes of Tian-Shan Corridor". 

Initiated by: 

The Draft was elaborated by the representatives 

of the Coordination Committee during 

the working meeting in Urumqi, 

Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, 

People's RepubIic of China,  

27th December, 2011

Officially signed by the States 

in Beijing in June 2012
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Stare Parties Expected Results Terms

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

In the framework of Steering Committee creation of working 

group of 3 representatives from each State Party (2 authority 

representative and 2 experts). IICC XIAN is the Secretariat of 

the working group 

April 2012

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

Memorandum for preparation of serial and transnational 

nomination of Silk Roads sites for the WH list UNESCO: 

Initial section and network of routes of the Tien Shan corridor

Till 15 April 2012 

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

First meeting of the working group (identification of the 

content of the definition for the inscription)

April 2012

Uzbekistan – Tajikistan – 

Turkmenistan 

Samarkand meeting (preparation of the memorandum on 

preparation of documentation of the nomination 

June 2012

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

Second meeting of the working group (approval of the 

content of the dossier)

Until 15 August  

2012

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

Third meeting (adoption of the final dossier)  Until 10 

December 2012

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

Submission of the nomination dossier for the preliminary 

review 

September 2012

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

Within the Steering Committee create a body for monitoring, 

conservation and management of nominated Silk Roads sites

July 2012

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

Development and dissemination of legislative norms 

conservation and management plans of the SR sites within 

the jurisdictional frame of each State party applying 

monitoring, conservation, management and archaeological 

research

Until December  

2012

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

Creation of the archive of Silk Roads Cultural Heritage Until December 

2012

China – Kazakhstan – 

Kyrgyzstan – Uzbekistan

Submission of the final dossiers to WH center Mid of January 

2013

Uzbekistan – Tajikistan – 

Turkmenistan

Report on results of works conducted by the State 

Parties and (including OUV, state, authenticity, integrity, 

comparative analyses) identification and approval of 

borders and buffer zones, as well as trans-boundary 

management and protection mechanism

Until August 

2012

Uzbekistan – Tajikistan – 

Turkmenistan

Preliminary full text of the nomination dossier Before 

meeting of the 

Coordinating 

Committee 

in Bishkek 

(September –

October 2012)

Uzbekistan – Tajikistan – 

Turkmenistan

Harmonization of the preparation process of corridor 

nomination 

To be assigned

DETAILED PLAN of WORKS 
in consideration of the submission deadline of 1 February 
2013 of two priority transnational heritage corridors
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2012, 17-20 September, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Third Meeting of the Coordinating Committee on the Serial World 
Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads

World Heritage Nomination Dossier Drafting and 
Harmonization Workshop

 L I S T  O F  P A R T I C I P A N T S

 K y r g y z  R e p u b l i c

1 .Junusov Ibragim, Minister of Culture and Tourism of 

the Kyrgyz Republic

2. Bazarbaev Kudaibergen, Deputy Minister of Culture 

and Tourism of the Kyrgyz Republic

3. Kuluev Kojogeldi, Deputy Minister of Culture and 

Tourism of the Kyrgyz Republic  

4. Amanbaeva Bakyt, Head, Section of Cultural 

Heritage, Institute of History and Cultural Heritage of the 

NAS of the KR

5. Goryacheva Valentina  Expert, Kyrgyz Russian Slavic 

University 

6. Duishanalieva Aisyn, Ministry of Culture and Tourism 

of the Kyrgyz Republic, 

7. Imankulov Djumamedel , Professor, Director of the 

Research and Design Institute “Kyrgyzrestoration”

8. Kolchenko Valery , Scientific officer, Institute of History 

and Cultural Heritage of the NAS of the KR

9. Korchueva Elnura,  Secretary General, National 

Commission for UNESCO of the Kyrgyz Republic 

10. Obozova Tamara, Head, Department of 

Preservation and Development of Historical and Cultural 

Heritage of the Ministry of culture and tourism of the KR

11. Sankova Valentina, Senior Research Fellow, Institute 

of Geology, National Academy of sciences of the Kyrgyz 

Republic

12. Tentieva Ainura, ICOMOS Kyrgyzstan

13. Koichumanova Chinara, Academic Secretary, 

Institute of History and Cultural Heritage of the NAS of 

the KR  

 R e p u b l i c  o f  K a z a k h s t a n 

14. Buribayev Askar, Deputy Minister of Culture and 

Information of the Republic of Kazakhstan

15. Satubaldin Abay,  Senior expert, Department of 

Management of Historical and Cultural Heritage of the 

Ministry of Culture and Information of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan

16. Tuyakbaev Khanat, Director, “Kazrestoration” 

17. Baipakov Karl, Honorable Director of the Institute 

of Archeology named after A. Margulan, Member of 

the National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan 

 R e p u b l i c  o f  T a j i k i s t a n 

18. Khodzhaev Sherali, Specialist of Safeguarding and 

Using of Historical and Cultural Heritage Department of 

the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Tajikistan

19. Ramazonov Bahodur National Commission for 

UNESCO of Tajikistan under the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of RT 

 T u r k m e n i s t a n

20. Muradov Ruslan,  Deputy Head, National 

Directorate of Preservation, Research, and Restoration of 

Monuments of Turkmenistan

21. Chariyev Meretgeldi, Senior specialist, Department 

of Planning and Restoration, National Directorate of 

Preservation, Research, and Restoration of Monuments 

of Turkmenistan 

 R e p u b l i c  o f  U z b e k i s t a n

22. Rakhmanov Abdisafikhan,  Deputy Head, Principal 

Department for Preservation and Utilization of Cultural 

Objects, Ministry of Culture and Sports of Uzbekistan

23. Pidaev Shakirdjan,  Director, Fine Arts Institute of the 

Academy of Sciences of Uzbekistan 

 P e o p l e s  R e p u b l i c  o f  C h i n a

24. Guo Zhan,  Co-chair of Coordinating Committee, 

Vice President of ICOMOS International 

Secretary-General of ICOMOS/China

25. Tong Wei,  Deputy Director, World Heritage 

Division, State Administration of Cultural Heritage

26. Chen Tongbin, Director, Institute of Architectural 

History, China Architecture Design & Research Group 

(IAH)

27. Xu Xinyun ,  Expertise in Institute of Architectural 

History, China Architecture Design & Research Group, 

28. Yin Hang, Translator and Expertise in Institute of 

Architectural History, China Architecture Design & 

Research Group

 J a p a n

29. Maruo Shin, Ambassador Extraordinary & 

Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kyrgyz Republic

30. Iijima Yasumasa,  Counsellor, Embassy of Japan to 

the Kyrgyz 

31. Kazuya Yamauchi, Head, Regional Environment 

Section, National Research Institute for Cultural 

Properties, Tokyo 

32. Sato Hiroshi, Third Secretary, Embassy of Japan to 

the Kyrgyz Republic 

 R e p u b l i c  o f  K o r e a 

33. Hyosang Jo (Ms), World Heritage Coordinator, 

International Affairs Division, Cultural Heritage 

Administration  

 I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n

34. Aziz Ahmad Panjsheri, Member of the Board Policy, 

Ministry of Information and Culture of Afghanistan 

 F e d e r a l  D e m o c r a t i c 

 R e p u b l i c  o f  N e p a l

35. Subedi Bharat Mani, Deputy Director General, 

Department of Archaeology, Ministry of Culture, 

Tourism, and Civil Aviation of Nepa

36. Sukra Sagar Shrestha, Expert, Advisor for Silk Road 

nomination program, Department of Archaeology, 

Ministry of Culture, Tourism, and Civil Aviation of 

Nepal 

 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

ICOMOS International Conservation Center-

Xi’an(IICC-X)

37. Feng Jian, Deputy Director, ICOMOS International 

Conservation Center-Xi’an (IICC-X)

38. Li Erwu, Head, Information Centre, ICOMOS 

International Conservation Center-Xi’an (IICC-X) 

 W o r l d  H e r i t a g e  C e n t r e

39. Jing Feng , Asia and the Pacific Section, World 

Heritage Centre, UNESCO

 UNESCO

40. Lazarev Serguei, Director, UNESCO Almaty Cluster 

Office for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 

The present meeting and workshop has  brought 

together the national focal points and experts from 

five Central Asian countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) and China 

as well as other six partner countries: Afghanistan, 

Iran, India, Japan, Korea, and Nepal to review and 

discuss  the finalized drafts nomination dossier(s) of the 

first phase of the transnational Silk Roads Nomination 

(first one is China – Kazakhstan – Kyrgyzstan possibly 

together with Uzbekistan transnational “Silk Roads: 

Initial Section and Network of Routes of Tian-Shan 

Corridor” and the second one is Tajikistan – Uzbekistan 

– Turkmenistan transnational "Silk Roads: Pendjikent-

Samarkand-Merv") for the possible submission before 

the February 2013 deadline to the World Heritage 

Centre for examination by the World Heritage 

Committee. The meeting and workshop has invited 

representatives/experts from Belgium, Japan and UK to 

discuss further international cooperation on the serial 

World Heritage nomination of the Silk Roads. 
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P R O G R A M M E 

1 7  S E P T E M B E R

09.00-12.30 Plenary Session I.  Chairperson: 

representative of Kyrgyzstan

09.00-10.00 Opening Ceremony and Introduction. 

Welcome speech by representative of host country,     

Mr. JUNUSOV Ibragim, Minister of Culture and Tourism 

of the Kyrgyz Republic 

Opening speech by the UNESCO representative,        

Mr. LAZAREV Sergey, Director of UNESCO Almaty 

Cluster Office and Representative of UNESCO to 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan;

Introduction of the Third Coordinating Committee 

meeting by the World Heritage Centre representative, 

Mr. JING Feng, Chief of Asia and the Pacific Unit, 

UNESCO World Heritage Centre.

10.00-10.30 Introduction of the participants and 

photo-session 

Plenary Session II. Chairperson: representative of 

WHC, Mr. Feng JING, Chief of Asia and the Pacific Unit 

10.45-11.30 Presentation of the final version of the 

ICOMOS Silk Road Thematic Study, Mr. WILLIAMS 

Tim, ICOMOS Expert and University College of London 

(United Kingdom)

11.30-12.30 Observations and open discussion in 

plenary

 

Plenary Session II continues. Chairperson:              

Mrs. DENYER Susan, ICOMOS expert 

14.00-16.00 Overall Silk Roads serial nomination(s) 

framework and Guidance for the Serial Nomination 

Strategy, Mr. RAKHMANOV Abdisafikhan, co-chair of 

Coordinating Committee of the Serial World Heritage 

Nomination of the Silk Road and Mr. GUO Zhan, co-

16.20-16.40 Presentation of the international 

cooperation projects for assisting to the transnational Silk 

Roads Nomination: UNESCO Japanese Funds-in-Trust 

funded project on “Support for documentation standards 

and procedures of the Silk Roads World Heritage Serial 

and Transnational Nomination in Central Asia” and the 

Belgian project “Silk Roads Cultural Heritage Resource 

information System (CHRIS)”

16.40-18.30 Plenary Session V. Chairperson: Mr. 

PESHKOV Yuri, Culture Specialist of UNESCO Almaty 

Cluster Office . Discussion and adoption of the detailed 

work plan in consideration of the first Silk Roads serial 

and transnational submission deadline of 1 February 

2013

 

Coordination Committee and its Next Steps (all 

participating countries)

18.30. Closure of Third meeting of the Coordinating 

Committee on the Serial World Heritage Nomination of 

the Silk Roads

1 9  S E P T E M B E R 

Field visit to Silk Roads and other Heritage Sites in 

Kyrgyzstan for the representative & delegates NOT 

PARTICIPATING in the World Heritage Nomination 

dossier drafting & harmonization workshop (for China 

and 5 Central Asian countries representatives)

World Heritage Nomination Dossier Drafting and 

Harmonization Workshop 

(for China and 5 Central Asian countries 

representatives)

Workshop sessions. Chairperson: Mrs. DENYER 

Susan, ICOMOS expert

9.00 – 11.00 Discussions and agreement on the 

Harmonization of the Nomination dossier (s), the formats 

of the nomination dossier(s), the Outstanding Universal 

Value of the nominated properties including criteria’s, 

integrity and authenticity.

Workshop continues. Chairperson: representative 

from China and Kyrgyzstan

11.15 – 12.30 China – Kazakhstan – Kyrgyzstan 

possibly together with Uzbekistan transnational “Silk 

Roads: Initial Section and Network of Routes of Tian-

Shan Corridor” 

Workshop continues. Chairperson: representative 

from Kazakhstan and Tajikistan

14.00 – 16.00 Continuation

   2 0  S E P T E M B E R

Workshop continues. Chairperson: Mr. WILLIAMS 

Tim, ICOMOS Expert and  University College of London 

(United Kingdom) and representative of Uzbekistan

9.00-11.00 Tajikistan – Uzbekistan – Turkmenistan 

transnational “Silk Roads: Pendjikent-Samarkand-Merv”

Workshop continues

Chairperson: representative of Uzbekistan

11.15-12.30 Workshop continues Chairperson: to be 

confirmed (Turkmenistan)

• Presentation of the Silk Roads “Archive and 

Information Management System” (AIMS) by  IICC Xi’an 

(China) ;

• Review the international support and progress 

of the UNESCO Japanese Funds-in-Trust funded 

project on “Support for documentation standards and 

procedures of the Silk Roads World Heritage Serial and 

Transnational Nomination in Central Asia” ;

• Review the international support and progress 

of the Belgian project “Silk Roads Cultural Heritage 

Resource information System (CHRIS)”.

14.00-16.00  Discussion and agreement on the 

timetable 

16.15-17.00  Adoption of conclusion and 

recommendations of the Workshop

17.30 Closure of the Workshop

chair of Coordinating Committee of the Serial World 

Heritage Nomination of the Silk Road (to be confirmed)

Plenary Session III.  Chairperson: Dr. VOYAKIN 

Dmitriy, Regional facilitator of the transnational Silk 

Roads Nomination 

16.15-17.45 Presentations by countries of the state 

of the drafts nomination dossier(s) of the first phase of the 

transnational Silk Roads Nomination:

• China – Kazakhstan – Kyrgyzstan possibly together 

with Uzbekistan transnational “Silk Roads: Initial Section 

and Network of Routes of Tian-Shan Corridor” 

• Tajikistan – Uzbekistan – Turkmenistan 

transnational “Silk Roads: Pendjikent-Samarkand-Merv” 

17.45-18.30 Discussions of the drafts nomination 

dossier(s) 

1 8  S E P T E M B E R

Plenary Session III continues. Chairperson:              

Mr. WILLIAMS Tim, ICOMOS Expert &  University 

College of London (United Kingdom) 

09:00-11:00 Continuation of discussions of the state 

of the drafts nomination dossier(s) of the first phase 

of the transnational Silk Roads Nomination: China 

– Kazakhstan – Kyrgyzstan possibly together with 

Uzbekistan transnational “Silk Roads: Initial Section and 

Network of Routes of Tian-Shan Corridor” and Tajikistan 

– Uzbekistan – Turkmenistan transnational “Silk Roads: 

Pendjikent-Samarkand-Merv”

Plenary Session IV. Chairperson: Mr. GUO Zhan, 

co-chair of Coordinating Committee of the Serial World 

Heritage Nomination of the Silk Road (to be confirmed) 

and Representative of Kazakhstan

11.15-13.00 Discussion and the Agreement on 

the number of sites to be included in the first phase 

of the transnational Silk Roads Nomination:China 

– Kazakhstan – Kyrgyzstan possibly together with 

Uzbekistan transnational “Silk Roads: Initial Section and 

Network of Routes of Tian-Shan Corridor” and Tajikistan 

– Uzbekistan – Turkmenistan transnational “Silk Roads: 

Pendjikent-Samarkand-Merv” and Agreement on the 

dates of the Submission of the Nomination dossier(s) to 

the World Heritage Centre

14.30-15.45 Plenary Session IV continues. 

Chairperson: Mr. RAKHMANOV Abdisafikhan, co-chair 

of Coordinating Committee of the Serial World Heritage 

Nomination of the Silk Road

15.45-16.00 Observations and open discussion

16.00-16.20 Presentation of the Report from the 

Coordination Committee Secretariat IICC Xi’an on  the 

Silk Roads “Archive and Information Management 

System” (AIMS)

41. Peshkov Yuri , Culture Specialist, UNESCO Almaty 

Cluster Office

42. Alloyarov Sandjar, Culture officer, UNESCO 

Tashkent Office

 In t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d 

 R e g i o n a l  E x p e r t s

43. Williams Tim, Institute of Archaeology, University 

College London (UCL

44. Mustafayev Shahin, Director of International Institute 

for Central Asian Studies  (IICAS)

45. Vileikis Ona, Project Coordinator, Silk Roads CHRIS. 

Doctoral Researcher, K.U.Leuven

46. Voyakin Dmitry, Chief of the documentation and 

archeological conservation section, the Institute of 

Archeology named after A.Margulan
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6 CONCEPTUAL APPROACH: 

NODES, ROUTE SEGMENTS & CORRIDORS

6.1 Mapping the routes

The advantage of a computer-based mapping 

system, over maps reproduced in books and wall charts 

(section 3.2), is that they are extensively scalable, thus 

enabling the researcher to zoom into a very detailed 

exploration of one small segment of a larger route. It is 

possible to zoom to a very small scale, such as 1:500 

and chart, for example, a course entering a specific 

gate within a city, or whether a route follows one side of 

a river or the other. 

For the purposes of this study, however, it was 

not possible to drill down to that very local level for 

thousands of kilometres of routes; to make suggestions 

regarding every alternative ford or river crossing, every 

possible  eviation and alternative, would be many 

years work and in most cases unfeasible without local 

knowledge. This level of refinement must await local 

research.

There are also some significant conceptual problems 

with drawing a single route: 

• In some areas, especially extensive fertile zones or 

wide areas of grassland, there were probably a number 

of alternative routes through the landscape; all still 

negotiating the passage from node A to B.

• Paths may have changed, both over the centuries 

and seasonally: for example, fording a river at a 

different point depending upon whether it was the wet 

or dry season. 

For this study, therefore, we adopted the approach 

of identifying major nodes (large cities) along the Silk 

Roads; identifying segments of routes between these; 

and broadening these out to represent the corridors of 

‘movement and impact’ that took place between the 

nodes.

6.2 Definitions: nodes, route segments & 

corridors

6.2.1 Node

Node: a major urban centre and usually a place 

where a number of routes intersect. These centres are 

likely to have played an important role in administration, 

resupplying, redistribution/marketing, and production; 

and in reflecting the outcomes of the Silk Roads in terms 

of architecture, arts, society and beliefs.

There are difficulties regarding the systematic 

selection of nodes:

a) It is not easy to select cities simply on the basis 

of their size; in part, because we have too little data 

on many of them to be sure of their size at any given 

moment in their histories; in part, because size relates 

to other aspects of urbanism: functions; agriculturally 

productive capacity of the hinterland to support the 

population; scale of production/access to raw materials; 

ideological significance (rulers home town, major 

religious connections, etc.); etc.

b) It is also problematic to select cities solely on the 

basis of the number of connecting routes: some major 

cities developed because they control a limited number 

of route options through a region (e.g. Merv with its 

strategic position in the Murghab delta controlling 

routes from the Oxus to the northern Iranian plain – 

there were few other routes and none as direct).

These issues with the selection of nodes leave us with 

a number of choices regarding how to segment routes; 

broadly the three models are:

i. Selecting long segments, between nodes at major 

(‘mega’) cities. Selecting major urban centres for the 

nodes has the advantage that it is likely that most of 

these have already at least been identified and in many 

cases there has been some archaeological work in 

developing their chronologies;

ii. Splitting routes into numerous segments between 

each reasonably large town;

iii. A combination of using urban size and route 

connectivity: focusing on substantial urban centres that 

also act as inter-connections between routes. 

See Figure 1 for an example of the approaches.

EXAMPLE: the route from Loulan to Khotan around 

the southern margins of the Taklamakan Desert, a 

distance of just short of 1,000 km.

In model (i) this might be considered to be a single 

corridor between two very major cities.

In model (ii) Charklick to Khotan segment could be 

broken down, at Waxxari, Charchan, Endere and Niya 

(so a total of 7 segments between Loulan and Khotan). 

The problem with model (ii) is that we know very little 

about these smaller towns (indeed, in some cases, 

even their location is disputed), and if we adopted this 

approach, we would end up with many hundreds of 

segments along the Silk Roads.

In model (iii) we would have three segments1: Loulan 

SILK ROADS:
ICOMOS Thematic Study
(Fragment)

_______________________
1 Which is effectively what OWTRAD adopted, based on Whitfield’s (1999) 
work.
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to Miran (c 170 km); Miran to Charklick (c 70 km); and 

Charklick to Khotan (c 740 km): each a substantial 

settlement, and each acting as intersections of major 

route junctions.

Model (iii) seems to offer the best approach at 

present – a mixture of substantial settlements, more 

likely to be identified, located and at least partially 

documented – combined with the concept of the 

junction of major routes. Furthermore, 2 or 3 segments 

can be grouped together in terms of selecting corridors 

for inscription (see 8.2.2).

6.2.2 Segment

Route segment: the route between two nodes, 

taking into account known topographic and cultural 

features (see 6.3 below on how these were digitised). 

For example, in Figure 1, the red route (created by the 

Digital Silk Road project) reflects the complexity of the 

route utilising the rivers and oases of the region. The 

routes defined are not trying to reflect every path and 

track, but rather provide insight into major movements 

of people and goods.

6.2.3 Corridor

Corridor: a uniform buffer applied to all the digitised 

route segments. This is intended to cope with the 

potential variability of specific paths and roads between 

the nodes, and to capture sites/landscapes along the 

segments: the latter reflecting the impact of the route in 

terms of the development of way stations, forts, bridges, 

smaller towns, religious sites, etc.

We tested a variety of buffer sizes against the 

known sites recorded in the GIS and a buffer of 30 km 

on either side of the route segment (i.e. a 60km wide 

corridor) worked most effectively in capturing most key 

elements2. The process of buffering the route segments 

also highlighted places where groups of sites lay outside 

any designated corridor, suggesting that the presence 

of subsidiary routes had not been identified from other 

sources.

6.2.4 Adapting the corridor buffer

What will be needed in the future is the local 

refinement of the generic 30km buffer, replacing it with 

a more considered boundary polygon encompassing 

the specifics of the individual segment (*fig). This will be 

Selecting nodes and 
segments. At the top the 
principal sites between 
Khotan (left) and Lop Nor/
Loulan (right). The green lines 
are the segments identified 
in the OWTRAD dataset, and 
simply link nodes with straight 
lines. 

6.2.5 Conclusions

Obviously this is a relatively coarse approach: 

it cannot take into account all of the subtleties of 

local topography, environment or vegetation, and 

undoubtedly local knowledge and research will add 

to, and deepen, this picture. However, this was a viable 

approach when dealing with in excess of 35,000 km 

of routes. We would argue that it creates a reasonably 

robust tool, in terms of identifying key elements of the 

overall Silk Roads and patterning their diversity (section 

7.1).

8 THE WAY FORWARD

8.1 A single property?

The first Coordinating Committee of the Serial 

Transboundary World Heritage Nomination of the Silk 

Roads project meeting raised the question: “Should 

we nominate sections of the overall cultural routes that 

reflect the necessary overall attributes” (UNESCO 

2009b)?

The main purposes of this Thematic Study, was to 

consider whether certain sections of the Silk Roads, 

through the assembly of sites within them, are distinctive 

from other sections of the Silk Roads, in terms of being 

manifestations of particular geo-cultural systems, and 

thus whether a case could be made for nominating Silk 

Roads sites as a collection of World Heritage serial 

properties, linked by a concept, instead of one single 

serial World Heritage 0property.

In order to address these questions, the 

Thematic Study has conducted a rapid review of 

the Silk Roads, using evidence that is available in 

an accessible published form, and compared this to 

basic cartographic, topographic, hydrographic and 

ecological data.

What this data has shown is that there are specific 

geographic aspects to the distribution of some site types 

along the Silk Roads (see section 7.3), reflecting very 

specific responses to their geo-topographic setting (e.g. 

grotto sites), or the extent of different empire systems 

or beliefs (e.g. the westernmost extent of Buddhist 

stupa). Most site types – such as cities (section 7.3.4.1), 

way-stations (section 7.3.3.1), or religious complexes 

(section 7.3.4.2) – existed over the whole vast area of 

the Silk Roads, but they do differ considerably in terms 

of their specific form: reflecting local building materials, 

architectural styles, responses to climatic conditions, 

ideas about the organisation of urban space, the scale 

of centralized administration, and different political, 

ideological and cultural regimes.

This Thematic Study has attempted to identify 

different corridors of the Silk Roads where different 

responses, driven by both geo climatic and socio-

political forces, have resulted in different manifestations 

of infrastructure, production and outcomes (categories 

1-3). It suggests (section 8.2.2 below) that a number of 

the corridors could perhaps form the basis for separate 

Silk Roads serial nominations, reflecting the cultural 

diversity of the overall Silk Roads, whilst enabling the 

smaller sites of the Silk Roads to be captured within a 

nomination strategy (section 8.2.3).

In practical terms, some way of compartmentalising 

the Silk Roads into a number of World Heritage 

properties, linked by an overall concept, could be seen 

as highly desirable. It would produce more manageable 

serial nominations and would enable these to progress 

at differing paces, within an overall framework, and still 

maintain the concept of trans-national cooperation that 

lies at the core of this endeavour.

8.2 Nomination strategy

8.2.1 Introduction

It is important to establish a viable way forward with 

the project which will create an environment in which 

State Parties can both participate in trans-boundary 

activities and also achieve clarity regarding site 

selection, and thus focus upon the next stages of this 

nomination process.

When the World Heritage Committee considers the 

first Silk Roads nominations, it will need to understand 

the overall nomination strategy, so that it may 

understand how individual nominations fit into the larger 

picture.

A nomination strategy should therefore enable a 

clear overview of the selection of sites and landscapes 

within the Silk Roads, and the scale of that selection, so 

that a cohesive Silk Roads framework can be presented 

to the World Heritage Committee. This would then 

enable separate serial nominations to be developed, 

each developing along their own timetables, and 

involving different combinations of State Parties, with 

the Committee understanding the relationship between 

them.

This Thematic Study considered three options for 

selecting sites (section 8.2.2) related to themes, sites 

and corridors. The Study concludes that a selection 

of corridors would provide the most effective way 

forward. These corridors could be selected so that each 

manifests OUV through a selection of sites that reflect 

the specific manifestations of the Silk Roads in that 

particular corridor.

Assuming that this is a viable way forward, the Study 

has then considered the criteria for selecting these 

corridors and offers a provisional list (section 8.2.3). The 

selection of specific sites and landscapes within each 

corridor is then discussed (section 8.2.4). 

Issues regarding the compilation of nomination 

dossiers (section 8.2.5) and the harmonizing of tentative 

lists (section 8.2.6) are then reviewed.

To support this process, it is suggested that there is 

also a need for:

• Further research (section 8.3.1).

• Documentation and national inventories (section 

8.3.2).

• A variety of capacity building exercises to support 

this process (section 8.3.3).

• Developing the role of expert groups (section 

8.3.4).

• Data sharing and accessibility (section 8.3.5).

• Funding and support (section 8.3.6).

8.2.2 Themes, individual sites or corridors?

The scale of the Silk Roads, a vast landscape 

covering thousands of square kilometres, is such that 

it is impossible either to nominate all the surviving sites 

along the roads or all the corridors.

Three possible approaches to selecting a smaller 

number of sites/landscapes for possible nomination 

were considered: 

• using a thematic approach to reflect the main 

attributes of the potential OUV of the

overall Silk roads;

• selecting individual sites/landscapes against the 

overall Silk Roads’ potential OUV;

• or selecting a number of spatial corridors along the 

routes that reflect the diversity of geo-political responses 

and outcomes, each of which could be considered as 

serial nominations with their own OUV

The following summarised the arguments for each 

of those possibilities and explains why the corridor 

approach was considered the best way forward.

Themes: taking different attributes of the Silk Roads, 

and selecting the best sites and landscapes to represent 

the potential OUV of that aspect. For example, 

__________________
2. It is a simple operation in the GIS, using ArcMap, to change the size of 
the buffer to model alternative patterns. A buffer of 2km was used by Del & 
Tavernari (2009) when exploring caravanserai routes, but the purpose here 
is to capture a more complex set of movements and impacts through the 
landscape.

particularly relevant if we use a selection of corridors to 

drive forward the nomination strategy (section 8.2). 
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Selecting nodes and segments. 
The principal sites between Khotan 
(left) and Lop Nor/Loulan (right). 
The green lines are the segments 
identified in the OWTRAD dataset, 
and simply link nodes with straight 
lines. In red, a more complex 
picture, with more settlements and 
a route digitised to reflect local 
topography (rivers, oases, etc) 
(from the Historical Atlas of Eurasia).



104 105

exploring the ‘Infrastructure’ of the Silk Roads through 

a selection of sites that reflected way-stations, irrigation 

systems, etc. Or exploring the ‘Outcomes’ of the Silk 

Roads by selecting sites that reflected the great cities of 

the Silk Roads; the Buddhist grottoes of the Silk Roads; 

the Islamic shrines of the Silk Roads; the music of the Silk 

Roads; etc. A range of such sites, perhaps c 20-30 in all, 

would be needed to fully reflect the range of attributes. 

Such a selection of sites would have the advantage of 

promoting trans-boundary working and the exchange 

of specific expertise (for example, in approaches to the 

management and conservation of Buddhist grottoes). 

The obvious difficulties with this approach are that:

• It breaks up the understanding of the overall Silk 

Roads landscape: the interconnectivity of the large 

cities, the smaller market towns, the way-stations, the 

shrines and monasteries, etc. A collection of way-

stations from along the route, divorced from their 

landscapes, the context of smaller towns, hydraulic 

management, natural passes, etc. seem less important.

• It will tend to omit the smaller categories of sites, 

going against the idea that the whole is greater than the 

sum of the individual parts.

• Some of the themes – the great cities for example 

– span the entire route and a single nomination of these 

sites would be a very complex process involving many 

State Parties.

• The selection of the most appropriate sites for each 

theme would require a much more detailed comparative 

analysis, justifying the selection. This thematic study 

offers some evidence to begin that process, for example 

highlighting the diversity of city forms along the Silk 

Roads (section 7.3.4.1), but these would need to be 

developed in greater depth for each thematic area. This 

would be very timeconsuming and complex.

• Perhaps most importantly, the World Heritage 

Committee might not look favourably on this approach 

as the Ittingen meeting (Martin & Gendre 2010 ) noted 

the need for component parts of cultural properties 

to reflect clearly defined, cultural, social, historical or 

functional links over time and not be a mere catalogue 

of sites without an adequate definition of the functional 

links between the component parts3.

_______________________
3.  An amendment to paragraph 137 of the Operational Guidelines has been 
proposed to cover this.

Individual sites within a serial nomination: 

selecting individual sites within countries to reflect the 

potential OUV of the overall Silk Roads (effectively the 

existing strategy in the compilation of the Silk Roads 

tentative lists).

The obvious difficulties with this approach are that:

• The Silk Roads as one serial nomination is of 

enormous scope and extent and presents manifold 

management issues.

• It is hard to find cohesion in the site selection – the 

comparative analysis of the Silk Roads presented in 

this study helps to argue for specific selections within 

themes (above), but it is difficult to select, for example, 

one caravanserai here and another there and make 

a compelling comparative analysis for their inclusion. 

Should there be 5, 10, 20 or 100 along the route? How 

do they reflect political and social variations, as well as 

responses to different hydrological and topographic 

needs? Themes or corridors give a focus to such 

decision-making.

• Effectively thematic studies would be needed for 

each type of site/landscape, as above: these would 

need to be undertaken to justify why any given city, 

caravanserai, mosque, etc. had been selected.

• As a result, the nomination procedures would be 

very complex: it would effectively require agreement on 

all facets of selection before there was a clear picture 

of the overall nomination strategy and before any State 

Party would be able to proceed to a nomination.

• This complexity and difficulty has already been 

understood and demonstrated by the States Parties and 

this is why this Thematic Study has been undertaken.

Corridors: Selecting a number of corridors 

that reflect the Silk Roads’ diversity of geopolitical 

contexts, and each of which could demonstrate OUV, 

might provide an approach that encompasses serial 

nominations of manageable scale. It could also reduce 

the scope of comparative analyses, and should also 

enable the fairly rapid selection of sites.

The overall shape of such a nomination strategy 

could be laid out now (see section 8.2.3) and, once 

agreed by the State Parties, it would be possible to 

progress different corridors on different timescales. 

Most of these would have the advantage of promoting 

trans-boundary working and the exchange of specific 

expertise.

Corridors focus attention both upon the major nodes 

of any particular segment, which will include some of 

the most important cities with all their complex evidence, 

and upon a range of smaller sites that capture the 

concept of movement through the landscape, its support 

and infrastructure, and the outcomes of religious, artistic 

and social change. It also supports the concept of the 

wider picture – that the whole is more than the parts 

– by capturing the smaller scale elements of the Silk 

Roads.

One of the difficulties with this approach is that:

• As with any selection process, some sites/

landscapes may be excluded, due to insufficient sites 

having been identified. Also because of the inherent 

geographic focus of corridors, it is inevitable that 

some very significant sites may fall within segments not 

selected. In the two approaches above (themes and 

individual sites) there is a meritocracy in the selection 

of sites, the most important sites can be included: in the 

corridor approach, a major site lying in a corridor not 

included in the prioritised list is potentially excluded from 

the nomination process.

However this approach need not preclude individual 

sites being nominated where they individually can be 

seen to manifest an exceptional response to the Silk 

Roads.

8.2.3 Selecting specific corridors

This Study sets out possible corridors that might be 

nominated as smaller serial nominations. The selection 

of corridors is aimed at reflecting the Silk Roads’ 

variations in (1) the topographic, climatic and ecological 

landscapes, and also (2) its historical cultural diversity.

Selecting (1) corridors that reflect the cultural 

responses to topographic, climatic and ecological 

variations of the Silk Roads is perhaps easiest: we are 

looking at observable characteristics of contemporary 

landscapes and ecologies, with some extrapolation to 

historic conditions (e.g. the processes of desertification). 

We will need to include corridors that run through high 

plateau and mountain passes, fertile valleys and oasis, 

deserts and their margins, coastal littorals, major river 

crossings, etc.

Capturing the (2) the empires and geo-politics 

of the Silk Roads is harder. This is partly because we 

do not understand the full quality of archaeological 

sequences at many of the sites, or their dating. It is not 

always obvious from surface remains, for example, 

what the foundation date of the settlement was. For 

example, in Central Asia we have numerous sites with 

surface remains of late 12/13th century CE (the Mongol 

conquest), but whether deep beneath lie good examples 

of Kushan urbanism is more difficult to conclusively 

answer.

Nevertheless, we do actually understand much of 

the scale, distribution and chronology of such empire 

systems (see section 7.3.5), and thus it is possible 

to argue that we can capture attributes of these by 

ensuring that buried sites, with good survival, are 

included (see section 7.6). We need to try to capture the 

major empire systems that flourished and competed 

over the Silk Roads, as well as the development of the 

smaller kingdoms and citystates that interspersed them.

Nevertheless, we can suggest routes that capture 

the diversity of the responses to the geopolitical 

organisation and the wider manifestations of the Silk 

Roads. A suggested list of corridors for the nomination 

strategy is given in Table 1 (to be tabled at meeting); 

this table also includes the reasons why these specific 

corridors were selected (but see also the specific geo-

ecological, cultural and historical characteristics in the 

detailed corridor catalogue – Annex 3). When a final 

list of corridors has been agreed, this study could be 

expanded to provide a Silk Roads framework paper for 

the World Heritage Committee – explaining why each 

of the selected corridors has been included and how it 

contributes to the overall framework of the Silk Roads.

8.2.4 Site selection within chosen corridors

The concept is that the chosen corridors will each 

be able to manifest their own OUV as a significant 

and distinctive serial nomination within the overall Silk 

Roads framework. Sites selected within the corridors will 

be those that reflect, in a direct and tangible way, the 

specificities of the corridors as a geo cultural ensemble. 

These would include sites that can be seen to manifest 

(see Annex 1):

• Responses to topographical and natural features

• Urban patterns and architectural designs

• Socio-economic development

• Political events that shaped the corridor

Religious and spiritual activities

• Achievements in science and technology

• Specific achievements in the arts (sculpture, 

Corridor 1. Amu Darya, Southern Aral 
Sea to the Caspian 
Length: 1,343 km

Major nodal settlements 
- Amul 
- Kunya Urgench 
- Khiva 
- Dargan 
Other SR TL Sites 
-  Daya Khatyn 
- Khazarasp 

Corridor 7.  Northern route from Samarkand to 
Chach and Taraz 
Length: 541 km 

Major nodal settlements: 
- Samarkand 
- Shahruhiya 
-  Kanka 
- Chach/Tashkent 
- Akhsiket 
- Sayram/Isfijab 
- Taraz 
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painting, carving, etc.)

It is not suggested that all sites within any given 

corridor could be selected for World Heritage 

nomination. Most of the corridors still represent very 

large landscapes (600-1,400 km in length) and the issue 

of scale is still problematic. It would not be realistic to 

include every way-station, watch tower, fort, small town, 

grottoes, monastery and major city along each corridor: 

it would not be feasible to document, protect, manage 

and conserve all the sites along such corridors, let 

alone ensure effective access and interpretation. Rather, 

sites would be selected on the basis that that make an 

outstanding contribution to the attributes of the OUV of 

a particular corridor.

For those corridors selected the ‘generic’ 60km 

buffer (section 6.2.3) should be replaced with a more 

nuanced boundary, reflecting the local topographic 

conditions (section 6.2.4). This would enable sites 

that fall close to, but currently outside corridors, to be 

included.

Nevertheless, there is still a tension regarding the 

selection (or non-selection) of smaller sites. Shorter 

corridors might allow the project to capture a greater 

complexity of sites; for example the Merv to Amul 

section (200 km), where it could be argued that every 

small waystation could be managed and protected. 

But overall, longer corridors capture a wider range of 

important sites.

8.2.5 Compilation of nomination dossiers & 

an overall Silk Roads framework

The Coordinating Committee for the Silk Roads 

Serial Nomination, in discussion with the UNESCO 

World Heritage Centre and ICOMOS advisers, will 

consider whether a single nomination dossier, or a 

number of dossiers, should be complied for each 

corridor. An overall Silk Roads framework is needed to 

articulate how each selected corridor contributes to the 

overall Silk Roads, as expressed in the already agreed 

OUV (Annex 1). It also needs to be clear as to why these 

corridors (as opposed to other corridors) were selected. 

This effectively exists, in draft, in this report, but can 

only be finalised on the basis of decisions made by the 

Coordinating Committee.

Each selected corridor, in its nomination dossier, 

would then need to provide a comparative analysis 

that explained how the sites within that corridor were 

selected against that Silk Roads framework and the 

overall Silk Roads attributes.

8.2.6 Harmonizing and developing 

tentative lists

The tentative lists for the various State Parties along 

the Silk Roads are not yet complete. Previously, in the 

absence of a clear overall Silk Roads framework, the 

compilation of tentative lists and individual site selection 

has proved to be very difficult. The exercise thus far has 

been very useful, in identifying individual State Parties’ 

aspirations and in helping to focus on the range of sites 

available and their perceived significance.

New tentative lists could now be compiled against 

the framework presented here, focused on site selection 

within the chosen corridors. This should be a much 

quicker and easier process, requiring a more focused 

comparative analysis within the corridor (see above). 

This stage could be rapidly achieved and reviewed for 

each potentially nominated corridor (there would be 

no need to await all corridors TLs). Attention could then 

be rapidly focused on the substantial work of compiling 

appropriate documentation, management strategies 

and nomination dossiers.

8.3 Additional recommendations

8.3.1 Further research

There are a number of significantly under-

represented regions in the current study (which has been 

focused on the original members of the consortium: 

China, and the five Central Asian republics). Further 

work is needed to draw in more material from:

• Afghanistan; South Asia (especially Nepal, 

Pakistan, Bangladesh); Mongolia; the eastern 

Mediterranean/Middle East; the Caucasus; and the 

eastern extent of the routes, into Korea & Japan.

This research will undoubtedly produce a more 

complex picture of corridors, potentially contributing to 

the selection of further corridors in those areas.

8.3.2 Documentation and national 

inventories

There is an urgent need to promote work on 

national inventories4 in support of site selection within 

the selected corridors. Many of the national inventory 

systems are quite detailed (for example, the Monument 

Passport system in Central Asia): but access to this 

information is very difficult – few are computerised. A 

programme to computerise the monument passport 

system across the five Central Asian countries, including 

an analysis of the structure of the current record, 

databases in use inventories, and broader standards, 

would be a useful platform for this region.

In addition, large quantities of early records, vital 

to understanding the significance of the sites, are not 

easily accessible. There are problems with: under-

curated archives; archive dispersal (e.g. the importance 

of the Tashkent archive, and holdings in the Institute of 

Material Culture in St Petersburg, for Central Asia); and 

difficult formats (e.g. large scale plans, old photographic 

prints, etc.).

The lack of accessible national inventories is a major 

limitation regarding the confidence of the current study. 

One hopes that most of the important sites have been 

identified – but that is not always the case.

In addition to archival inventory work, there is a need 

for:

• Developing documentation standards and shared 

approaches.

• Targeted survey/geophysics work to develop the 

documentation at some of the key

sites and landscapes in each selected corridor.

• The development of an integrated programme of 

satellite imagery acquisition (for

the nominated corridors) and its analysis.

8.3.3 Capacity building

There are a variety of areas that would be useful to 

support to assist the nomination process. Specifically:

• The compilation of nomination dossiers.

• Translation of recent UNESCO guidance document 

(especially into Russian for the Central Asian partners).

• Archaeological archives: approaches and 

standards.

• GIS and spatial data: storage and analysis.

• Satellite imagery: analysis.

8.3.4 Developing the role of expert groups

The establishment of expert groups would be 

useful to support the development of the Silk Roads 

nominations. To be effective, these should perhaps 

be focused around specific issues, such as data 

warehousing, site survey/documentation, satellite 

imagery, nomination dossiers, etc. Such focused groups 

might provide a means of encouraging dialogue, 

debate and shared practices. There is significant local 

enthusiasm for the Silk Roads project, and this needs to 

be mobilised.

It is likely that funding for meetings will be limited, 

but ‘virtual’ groups, connected via email and utilising 

an effective platform of data warehousing (see 8.3.5.2) 

to exchange information and drafts, could make 

considerable progress.

There are issues here of administration of such 

facilities, and translation of material, but these are 

surmountable (see section 8.3.6).

8.3.5 Digital data dissemination

8.3.5.1 Introduction

“Expert groups formed by the States Parties may 

provide detailed information about proposed sites to 

the Information Centre at the Secretariat office at Xi'an 

for a data base which could be shared by all the States 

Parties for harmonizing the Tentative List” (UNESCO 

2009a, Annex 1). This aspiration has failed to develop, 

for a variety of reasons, but mainly the lack of focus 

regarding the next steps with the nomination strategy, 

and thus clarity as to what was needed.

It is evident that it would be extremely useful to 

develop a centre, or centres5, to: 

1) Disseminate existing bibliographic data (Annex 

4), digital databases and GIS data (Annex 5), and other 

information relevant to the Silk Roads;

2) Enable State Parties to add to/enhance the 

existing data, be that bibliographic (see section 8.3.5.4), 

site locations, site information, etc.;

3) Exchange material amongst expert groups;

4) Exchange material amongst State Parties as part 

of the nomination dossier compilation.

8.3.5.2 Data exchange & warehousing

Key issues to developing such a platform include:

• Security for storage and backup.

____________________
4. The recently agreed JFIT project in the Central Asian 
region is welcomed here.

____________________
5. The European Commission's Central Asia Research and Education Network 
(CAREN) recently provided 5m euros to increase the internet capacity 
available to researchers in the Central Asia region (Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 
Turkmenistan) which may make web based delivery of Silk Roads data more 
achievable: for the Press release

Corridor 8. Talas Valley to the Issyk-Kul: 
Taraz to Barskoon 
Length: 545 km 

Major nodal settlements: 
- Taraz 
- Bayandy 
- Omek 
- Kulan 
- Krasnaya Rechka 
- Ak Beshim 
- Burana 
- Khan Dobo 
- Tosor 
Other SR TL Sites: 
- Barskoon fort 
- Merke 
- Other Sites: 
- Kockkor 

Corridor 22. Issyk-Kul to Hami, the 
northern Tien-Shan route 
Length: 1,574 km 

Major nodal settlements: 
- (Issyk Kul lake) 
- Almaliq 
- Jiaohe 
- Luntai 
- Turfan 
- Hami 
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• Procedures for adding and updating information.

• Staff/time implications for the host(s).

• The degree of functionality provided (ranging from 

simply warehousing to more

elaborate front-ends, maps, etc.).

• Language/translations.

Options (not exclusive) for hosting data currently 

consist of: 

ICOMOS International Conservation Centre in 

Xi’an (IICC-X)6: established as a Silk Roads data centre. 

There are password protected areas and was initially 

designed to provide support to China and the five 

Central Asian republics.

International Institute for Central Asian Studies 

(IICAS)7: based in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, it was 

established in 1995 as a direct outcome of the UNESCO 

Silk Roads Expeditions. It aims to bring historical and 

cultural issues on Central Asia to the attention of the 

international community and to strengthen collaboration 

between local scholars and colleagues abroad. In 2008 

Azerbaijan, China, Iran, Kazakhstan, Korea, Kyrgyzstan, 

Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan were full 

members of the consortium. The web portal is currently 

inactive.

Silk Roads Cultural Heritage Resource Information 

System (CHRIS)8: Development of an Information System 

to assist in the nomination of the serial World Heritage 

Site, specifically focused on the Central Asian countries. 

The site has a variety of access and protection levels, 

which would be ideal for the identified activities. It is not 

designed, at present, to be a long term repository for 

data (although website and data externally hosted with 

good security and backup in place), but it may act as an 

effective short-term delivery system until a longer-term 

platform can be established.

8.3.5.3 Site names and referencing

There is a need to develop standards for the 

referencing of sites and other features of the Silk Roads. 

Not least are the problems of the multiple names and 

spellings of individual sites, and understanding the 

accuracy with which they are located.

Data standards are essential, in terms of metadata 

and terminology, if the data being developed across 

many research projects and initiatives are to be useful 

to the widest range of researchers. This is not about 

shaping the content, or monitoring the accuracy, of 

specific research databases, inventories, etc.: this 

is about establishing a means of sharing and using 

information, while encouraging individual researchers 

and groups to develop new resources. Matthew 

Ciolek has already gone some way to establishing a 

baseline of information regarding nodes and routes 

(Ciolek 2006), which could provide a platform for future 

development.

8.3.5.4 Bibliographic data

The bibliographic information provided in Annex 

4 will grow and develop in the coming years. Many 

of the State Parties have not yet had an opportunity 

to add their material and undoubtedly their input will 

ensure a wider range of source material. It would be 

very useful, therefore, to hold a centralised version of a 

bibliographic database, in one of the data warehouses 

discussed above, to which new material could be 

added.

Two enhancements might be considered:

1) The bibliography is currently organised under a 

number of basic headings. Works that pertain to wider 

Silk Roads issues, or covering more than one country, 

are not listed under individual countries, to avoid 

repetition. A key worded version, to enable searching 

for themes, places or countries, would be relatively 

simple and a very useful additional project.

2) At present the bibliography is primarily in English, 

but elements of it also exist in Russian and Chinese (for 

example). Translation (especially of key words), would 

be useful.

8.3.6 International Funding and support 

mobilized by UNESCO

There needs to be careful consideration of the 

opportunities for international assistance of the Silk 

Roads project; especially once the Silk Roads framework 

and nomination strategyare agreed, as it is hoped that 

this will provide an effective focus for future action. 

A number of capacity building and enhancement 

activities have been identified (above) and these should 

be discussed and prioritised at forthcoming meetings of 

the Silk Roads Coordinating Committee.

In addition, the first meeting of the Silk Roads 

Coordinating Committee identified the need to support 

“the establishment of a separate post of ‘project 

manager’ to oversee the whole nomination project in 

individual countries” (UNESCO 2009b). While these 

posts may be created by local State Party resources, 

there is a need for their integrated training and support. 

The suggestion of a nomination dossier mentor, made at 

the Almaty 2009 meeting, is worthy of consideration.
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LIST OF MEETINGS ON THE SILK ROADS

(Organized by UNESCO)

 2006

• 1-8. 08. 2006. UNESCO Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on the Silk 

Road World Heritage nomination  

• 20-30. 10. 2006.   Mission to Uzbekistan (Follow up on the discussion of the 

World Heritage Committee 30 COM 78.70)

• 24-25. 10. 2006.   ICOMOS monitoring mission 

• 26-28. 10. 2006.   Regional Workshop on the Serial World Heritage 

Nomination of the Silk Roads

• 29-30. 10. 2006.   Visit to Bukhara 

• 31.10 - 03. 11. 2006.   Fact finding Mission: Termez, Fayaz Tepa and Khiva 

(Japan FIT on Fayaz Tepa and to establish better understanding of the Central Asian 

Silk Roads sites) 

  

 2007 

• 5-6. 02. 2007.   Expert meeting in London (Follow-up to the informal 

consultation meeting of December 2006 of a group of experts of ICOMOS, British 

Library, British Museum and Institute of Archaeology, UCL met)

• 16 - 18. 04. 2007.   World Heritage Serial Nomination on the Silk Roads in 

Dushanbe, Tajikistan

• 14,19,26. 04. 2007.   Working Meeting for Japanese FIT operational projects

• 19-21. 04. 2007.   Tajikistan Silk Roads sites within the Framework of UNESCO 

Regional Workshop; including three sites on Tajikistan tentative list

• 21-25. 04. 2007.   Fact finding mission to the Pamir Region of Tajikistan to 

evaluate potential central Silk Roads sites in Tajikistan

• 30-31. 10. 2007.   International Symposium on Application for World Heritage 

Listing of the Silk Road , Xi’an, China 

 2008 

• 2-5. 06. 2007.   UNESCO Sub-Regional Workshop on the Serial World 

Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads in Xi’an, China  

 2009

• 18-24. 05. 2009.   5th UNESCO Sub-Regional Workshop on the Serial World 

Heritage Nomination  the Silk Roads; The establishment of Coordination Committee, 

Almaty, Kazakhstan

• 3-5. 11. 2009.   1st Coordinating Committee on the Serial World Heritage 

Nomination of the Silk Roads in Xi’an, China 

 2011

• 3-6. 05. 2011. 2nd Coordinating Committee on the Serial World Heritage 

Nomination of the Silk Roads in Ashgabad, Turkmenistan 

• Autumn 2011. Expedition along the section of the Silk Roads in Kazakhstan and 

Kyrgyzstan and Coordinating workshop on the Serial World Heritage Nomination of 

the Silk Roads, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

• 23-26. 12. 2011. Expedition along the Chinese section of the Silk Roads and 

Coordinating workshop on the Serial World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads Xin 

Jian Uygur Autonomous region, China. 

 2012

• 17-20. 09. 2012. 3rd Meeting of the Coordinating Committee on the Serial 

World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads. Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

• 17-20. 09. 2012. World Heritage Nomination Dossier Drafting and 

Harmonization Workshop Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
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5.   Serial Transnational World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads. 
      Foreword by Feng Jing, UNESCO 
8.   UNESCO Norwegian Trust Fund project to support the Central Asian  
      World Heritage Serial Nominations: Central Asian Silk Roads World  
      Heritage Serial Nomination. 
      Introduction by Roland LIN Chih-Hung, UNESCO

      Nomination of the Silk Road.
      Introduction by Guo Zhan, ICOMOS, ICOMOS/China 
11. The road is easy, but for those, who have passed it... 
      Introduction by Natalia Turekulova, ICOMOS/Kazakhstan

2005. Pre-history 

13. Sub-Regional Workshop for the Follow-up on the 2003 World Heritage 

22. List of participants

2006. Turfan, China. 

25. 1st UNESCO Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on the Silk Road 
      World Heritage nomination 

Turfan reliminary Action lan for Silk Roads World Heritage 
      Nomination

2006. Samarkand, Uzbekistan. 

33. 2nd UNESCO Sub-regional Workshop on Serial Nomination for Central 
      Asian Silk Roads
34. Samarkand Strategy

2007. Dushanbe, Tajikistan

41. 3rd UNESCO Sub-regional Workshop on the World Heritage Serial 
      Nomination of the Silk Roads 
42. A Concept for the World Heritage Serial Nomination of the Silk Roads  
      in Central Asia and China

2008. Xi’an, China. 

53. 4th UNESCO Sub-Regional Workshop on the Serial World Heritage 
     Nomination of the Silk Roads
54. Draft Statement of Outstanding Universal value for the Silk Roads   
     (
5 . Draft  Timeframe
57.  List of participants

2009. Almaty, Kazakhstan

. The 5th UNESCO Sub-regional Workshop on the Serial World Heritage 
      Nomination of the Silk Roads
5. List of participants
7. 

2009. Xi’an, China. 

. First meeting of the Coordinating  Committee on the Serial World 
      Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads
70. Nomination Strategy
71.  List of participants

2011. Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. 

77. Second meeting of the Coordinating Committee on the Serial World  
      Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads
78. Ashgabat Agreement
80. Outline of the UNESCO Japan FIT project: “Support for documentation   
      standards and procedures of the Silk Roads World Heritage Serial and  
      Transnational Nomination in Central Asia”
81. 
      Development of an Information System in view of the nomination of 

      in Central Asia.
83. Outline of the UNESCO Norway FIT project: World Heritage Serial  
      
      Silk Roads”
84.  List of participants

2012. Tashkent, Uzbekistan

      World Heritage Serial and Transnational Nomination

      1 February 2013 of two priority transnational heritage corridors

2012, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads. World Heritage Nomination Dossier 

Silk Roads: ICOMOS Thematic Study (Fragment)

102. 8 THE WAY FORWARD

Meetings on the Silk Roads

108. List of meetings on the Silk Roads
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